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RE: Post-9/11 Government Operations and Activities Freedom of Information Act 
Request 



Dear Mr. Newman: 



This is a final response to your April 2, 2007, Freedom of Information Act ("FOIA") 
request received by the Council on Environmental Quality ("CEQ") on April 17, 2007. You 
requested access to "copies of any and all records, notes, memoranda, emails, telephone logs, 
communications, summaries, reports, and documents or portions thereof pertaining to: 

• a conference call held on or about September 13, 2001, between 'EPA, Regional and 
National, as well as representatives from the White House' and/or CEQ pertaining to 'the 
quality of the ambient air and the reaction of the general population' in post-9/1 1 New 
York City and to the 'financial market,' as cited in a September 13, 2001, email from 
Efraim Zoldan of OSHA to Patricia Clark, Bonnie Friedman, Gil Gillen, and Richard 
Mendelson, all also of OSHA, entitled 'Region 2-Update 3-WTC 

• communications between CEQ and/or the White House and EPA on or around September 
28, 2001, about criteria, guidelines, or restrictions pertaining to the posting of 9/1 1 
related environmental sampling results on government websites and specifically with 
regard to a statement by EPA that 'by orders of the White House. . .the EPA web page is 
not being updated with current sample results,' as cited in a September 28, 2001, from 
Edward Jerome of OSHA to 'redacted' entitled '092801 600pm EOC Safety Meeting 
Update.'" 

In our letter of July 11, 2007, we released five (5) documents, totaling fourteen (14) 
pages in their entirety and one (1) document totaling one (1) page with redactions pursuant to 
title 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)(5). We also referred twenty-one (21) documents, totaling forty-three (43) 
pages to the Environmental Protection Agency for their recommendation on withholding. 

We are now releasing in their entirety an additional twenty-three (23) documents, totaling 
three hundred thirty-three (333) pages, and one (1) document, totaling thirty- two (32) pages with 
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redactions pursuant to 5 U,S,C. g 552(b)(5), We ^ withholding seven (7) documents, totaling 
fifteen (15) pages, under lhat same exemption. 

Our search also identified an additional three (3) documents totaling sixteen (16) pages, 
which originated with EPA, En a circumstance where the POlA search returns documents that 
contain items of information originating with, furnished by, or of special interest! to another 
agency, it is appropriate pursuant to 5 U.S. C, § 552(a)(6)(B) lo consult with the agency of 
origination, source, or interest on matters regarding release, We have referred these documents to 
EPA with the request thaf. they respond !o you directly. 

If you ate dissatisfied with my action on this request, you may appeal it by writing to the 
CEQ FOIA Appeals Officer, 722 Jackson Place, NW> Washington, DC 20503, within 45 days of 
the date of this letter, Because of problems with mail transmittal, we suggest that you also fax 
any such appeal to the Appeals Officer at (202) 456-0753. We ihank you for your cooperation 
throughout this process. 




Mark A. Mcintosh 
Deputy General Counsel 
Freedom of Information Officer 



Enclosures: 
24 documents 




Record Of Contact Made And Information Obtained: 

1. In August and early September, 2003, the Auditor 
telephoned Mr. Thernstrom several times and requested 
an interview. Mr. Thernstrom indicated his schedule 
was very tight and he was not able to schedule an 
interview . - ■ 

t 

2. - On September 13, 2002, Mr. Thernstrom telephoned the 

Auditor and stated that he would not be able to 
schedule an interview because: "My office does not feel 
it would be appropriate at this time" (see attached e- 
mail from the Auditor to the OIG Assignment Team Leader 
advising him of this communication) . The Auditor 
requested an e-mail confirmation from Mr. Thernstrom. 
However, the Auditor did not hear from Mr. Thernstrom 
again . 

3. On November 26, 2002, OIG' s- Director of Program 
Evaluation, Air Quality Issues, sent a written request 
for an interview to Mr. Thernstrom. 

(see work paper A3a) 

4. On December 11, 2002, a counselor from the Office of 
Counsel, Executive Office of the President, telephoned 
the Director. The counselor indicated that his office 
and the Council on Environmental Quality wanted to help 
ensure that the OIG report was accurate, but there were 
"institutional concerns about interviewing White House 
employees." The Counselor further indicated that CEQ 
would help ensure the accuracy of OIG' s final report by 
responding to the draft report . 

(see work paper A3b) 
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^^rz. ■ - — •' Chrjs Dunlap 

Ir 7 09/] 3/02 06:19 PM 



To: Jim Hatfield/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA v. 
cc: Rick Beusse/RTP/USEPA/US@EPA, Pierce. Geotfrey@EPA_GOV 
Subject: Thernstrom Declines Interview Request 



I just got off the phone with Mr. Thernstrom. He told me he would not be able to schedule an 
interview with me. "My office does not feel it would be appropriate at this time/ 

I asked for an email. He said he would have to get back with me on that request. 
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Southern AuiUt/Evaiuatiou Resource Cenljsr 
: . v . . . . A ^ignxj^a t . Tiik: ^^ ^^^^ Q^^ 's Response To The WTC Cotteps* 
j ^ _ £ .A^^™L^}™^: fflPft * <M M7Q 2 

Title: Telephone- Conference With CEQ Cownsv! 



Purpose? 

To document the OIG Evaluation team's efforts to arrange an 

interview with Mr. S&m Thernstrom from the Council on 

Environmental Quality, Executive Office of the President . 



Persons Present; At Telephone Conferences 

Kyle Sampson r Office of Counsel, Executive Office oi: the 
President 

Rick £ttui£S#, Di r&c.tor. for Program Evaluation, Air Quality 
I IB sue a, OIG , SPA 

Jim Hatfield, Eva 1 ua tor -In- Charge, OIG , RTF 

Chris I-Vnlap, Auditor i OIG , RTB 

Date ; 

Dee embe z: IB, 2 2 
Background ; 

Mr, SfifTi Thernstran txzoxn th® Council on Environmental 
Quality, Rxzcu ti ve 0:tiic& of thtt ?rtiki dttrtt; .. contributed to the 
writing of EPA' ss ^arl.y press retl^as^s concerning the World Trades 
Center (see workpap&r A2a r page 3), On Sept^mb^r , 2002, Mr, 
Thernstron- cidvise&d Auditor Dun lap vis telephone that h£ would not 
be able to schedule an interview saying: *My office does not feel 
it would be appropriate a*: this tir-ie." On November 26 f 2 002 r Mr, 
BttUttise sent Mr- Thernsstroro a written request for an interview 

workpaper A3a), On December 11 r 2 002, Mr, Kyle Sanson 
telephoned Mr, Btnaas^ and a^ked about the reasGnc* Cor the 
interview r -ft guest , Mr, Beusse stated be would explain why an 
interview was requested when team members Hatfield and Dun lap 
wtirs available- The following pag#& of this work paper 6escri.be 
the. issues that were tii&cu^kttcS during ]>Sr , Beusse' s return call. 
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Southern AudjL/Evnluaiitt& Resource Ccnl^r 
AsMpiHwnt Tit] c; Fhut>iatk>^f EPA ? s Response To The WTC Collapse 



Issues Discussed: 

The OIG representatives went, over the issuer shown in the 
attachni&nt to this workpaper (see the next saven peiges) , 

Counselor Sampson indicated that his of tiers and the Council 
on Environmental Quality wanted to h£lp ensure that the OIG 
rtvport was accurate and that, the OIG understood Mr. Thferns&Urom' s 
perspective, but th&re w^rtt "institutional concerns abttut 
interviewing White. Houfrtt employees . 17 Counselor Sampson indicated 
CEQ would respond to the OltTs draft report. 



Prepare r : Chri s. Dun lap 
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Th.g Ge tter a 1 £n v i r onmsnt 5u rrgun d j. jag .... EP A a ability To C qowmm i c a t a 
^itSL^^^ 



"All state^erjts to the media should be cleared through 
the J\ n SC before they are released - " 

(email from the EPA Deputy Admin i str^.tor ' s 
Chief of Staff, dated September 12, 
2001; see "work paper A2a, page IS) 



2. We have been told that: 

Li. Mr. Tbemst.rorn was Lbs contact, between EPA antS the 
NSC; 

(see; work paper page 3, .vte.ro 6) 

b. for si:: lea sit a tbr^e tc* Sour week period after 
5 ep v.. e -rfc e r 1 1 f Mr . Th e r r l s ^ r at ev 1 e w e d all E PA 
press releases six'f showed them to an NSC 

r epre^entati ve ; in addi ijiun, yir L Thernstroim may 
have shown these press releases to other 
r epr ess er* ta t i v eft o £ o t h &r d i: f i c e s ; 

work pciper Ai:a r page 4, it.eni 10} 

c. Mr. TberiiStrcmn ' s concurrence wft£ ne<sd&d by EPA 
officials before a press release could be 
issued during this three to four weiek period 
(Mr, rhernstrom was referred tc? as "White Housfr 

(see work paper A 2. a , page 4, it<ams 7 s?#d 11) 
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Mr- ThernstroET s influence on EPA f s cowmrnica ti MS to 
the public has been described by an JSPA official as 
follows ; 

n As you can see the White House/Council 
on Environmental Quality was vc?ry 
involved and requesting to call thtt 
shots about content of materials 
that go out in any fashion - press 
release, web r etc . ir 

(stte work paper A2&2, patje 3) 

Wes have not located anyone who ftt.lt ownership o£ : ISPA's 
pr^i&s r/^ldsases during tho thre.^ or four week period 
af ":tfr St^pteiriber 11 . 

work pap&r A.2$2, psge 7, item 27) 



E xample a.,. Of Mr,. Therns tro Influence a. 



Do cume nts s h o w t ha t Mr . Tb e rn s t r orn J s app r ova I wa s 
■needed before EPA could po^r. data to its web site. 
For example f Mr. Thernstiroin wrote: 

11 1 don 1 t qu i 1; ft see? why i t wa s necessary 
to post web sit: a information without 
giving iss the ccmrtesy of" a heads up £nd 
a chance to review,* 

(see work psper A2^2, pag& 3) 

Documents show fchsfr Mr, Thejmstrom did net want raw 
a&ta. ported on a web site without analysis* For 
sample, Mr, Themstroni wroce?: 

"Giving people this raw data without a.tty 
context is, in my opinion, orsly adding 
fuel to their Sears 

(see work pa.p^r A2fc2, pages 3) 
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Documents show that. Mr, Thorn Strom r s p#rc<;*ption 


of 




problems different from ;SPA'a, For ^xa.mpltf, 


to . 




Tb &r n s t r om wr o t e : 






"EPA's perception of what is problematic 






i: emails s].ight.l.y different Erotti my own . * 






(see work paper A2e2, page 3) 






We don't know what this *&if f erenoe " was; 






perhaps the difference watt; 






a) EPA thought the "problem" was not 


Sieving 




inf ormation on the web; but 





b ) Mi: , Th e s :r i s t r om t h ou tjb t t h e " p r ob !L em " wa ft 
people misinterpreting the information? 



Examples Ot Mr, ThamstxQjfl' b Ability To Heassurs The Public 
Through EPA f & Frasa Releases 

{Nt, Tbttrn&trorn reassured the public by inserting 

positive statements and eliminating statemttntft of 
caution in EPA press r&leiaSti&J 

1. As an apparent result of an e-mail from Mr. Them Strom, 
a sentence in a draft press release was revised. In 
the draft it read: 

w - * , while the majority of air a^d dust sample 
monitored at the crash site in Hew York have Dot 
taeen of conc:^rn recent sampl tvs of dust gathered by 
OSKA on Water Street show higher levels of 
asbestos in EPA tests - " 

(see work paper A2a, page 1.5 J 
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In the final press release this statrtmfrnt was? revised 
to read: 

1,1 the majority of air and dust samples monitored at 
th£ crash site and in Lower Manhattan do not 
indicate levels of concern for asbestos.'' 

(third press release, issued Sunday, September IS; 
see work p^per A2a r P^ige 17) 



In another Ccsstfi, Kr . Therristrom s-jtgcjfcsted that SPA 
d^ltittt a ste.ntfrncfr in the seccnci paragraph of the draft r 

"strike thi^'d :*£ntejj.ce ( " The concern raised' )" - 

[see work pap^r A2a, ps^e 14} 

In fact, the following ejus demerit of. concern was deleted 
froym the draft's second paragraph: 

ll 7'he concern raised by these samples would bti £oi L 
the workers at the cleanup site and for tho££ 
workers who might be returning t.o their offices on 
or near Water Street on Monday, September 17, 
2002.* 

( s ee Mr , Them & t rom ' s ejna 1 1 f da ted Sept ember 
14, 2 01, snd EPA 'ss press release, issued on 
EinKlay f £<irot eambor 1 5 , 2 0].; work paper K2 a , 
pages 14 and 17) 
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Adaiti oflaj, ^Kajr^leg Of Kfr« Thgr^etrCT ; s Infk ante s On Pres s 



M.r . Thernstroin appears to have written the second 
paragraph of the issued third press release: 

"SPA has found variable asbestos levels iri 
bulk debris and dust on the ground, but EPA 
continues to believe that there is no 
significant health risk to the general public 
in the coming days . Appropriate steps a.r<* 
btiii'jg takttn to clean "irp this dust and 
d&bris , * 

(sgg work paper A2a, page? 1<3) 

Kj: . Tberrjstrom ftuggetU.ed that EPA 11 Add sentence about 
OSHA .uxm:Li:.ors walking the streets ye&t&i'd&y and wearing 
personal t^sivorK and coming c-!lear:_* 

(see work p^iper 7^2 a f page 1&) 

This thought, with s orne wording suggested in Mr, 
Therns trom' s email, was added to the issued press 
release 

(&ee the fourth paragraph of the issued press release) 

(see work paper A2a f ptige 17) 

Mr. Tbernstrom ^uggest^d that EPA h INSERT KBNSHAW quote 
soirifrwh^rft around h^re*; 

(see wo.vk p^pe^T h2& ( p^ge 14) 

A quote wa& addsd ; 

(see the third p^ragrc^ph of the issued 
press? release; work paper A2a, page 17) 
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4, Hi:. Therrt^rofli ' s suggested that EPA n hDI> OSKA indoor 
r^i.U" sampling data sentence"; 

{see work paper A2a, page 1.4) 

_>"_-ch _s sentence ws^ added] 

(see the fifth paragraph of the press 
release; work paper J_2a, page 17) 

E^aj^^les Qf tl .Si;.S^.if icant Intact Made,,, By... .Mr.* . Theostromi. 

1. EPA 1 s Region 2 AdEnini stra i::o.r ^tested: "We have said from 
the very begi lining that; apartments need to be 
professionally cleaned." (see v;orX paper Al.c T page 
21, item g) , When asked whether SPA had considered 
putting this information in a press release f an EPA 
official indiotited that informs tion about professional 
cleaning had been included .in a draft press release but 
Mr. Thernstrom removed it- 

(see work paper A2a r pci^e 9) 

2. ?h<i: World Trade CMitttr files of EJPA's Oti:i « ot Public 
Affairs contained a FACT SHEET" whioh di ft cussed the 
beaj.iv.h risk to "ft^nsi tivs populations* fr.ow exposure to 
pa r t i c u ! = a t e ma ■:. t: e r , 

When askfrd why some of this i.n.f; correlation vas not 
included in au SPA press release, an. 3SPA official 
st.at.sd that. it. way omitted because Mr, Thsrnstrom 
indicated: "health effects information should no"; be 
included in EFA's press releases. Anything dealing 
with healr.h effects should come from New York - th#y 
were on the ground; they wertt already dealing with it," 

{see work paper A2a, page &, i'.e-n 33) 

KTYCDOH officials seated they were not aw^ire of any 
agreement or unt^rjs tan ding concerning this* philosophy. 

(see work paper A2a3) 
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3. Mr. TherijStrom wrote the i oil owing sentences otx Friday, 
September 14^: "New OSHA data also indicates that 
indoor air quality in downtown buil dings will, meet 
standard^- * (see work paper A2a, page 14) 

However r OSHA £>oi,irce£> indicates that- "All [OSHA] 
sampling that was analysed before Septt^Rbftr 17 was done 
outride in co™r.erciai. sspacess," 

(see work paper file, page £ r it:^ 14) 

In addition, an interna.) ftPA 'Pact Sheet' for September 
14 th appears to discusss all i^arnplfr res suit a known at 
that time, Including OSHA ttampl^tt of dust from cars and 
vans. This; report does not contain any indoor OSHA 
sampling data . 

(A hard copy of this document is on file in 
Notebook l f File 2, pacjfr ]. 6, at the OFG office, 
Room N2S3-1, National Computer Center Building, 
EPA Campus r Research Tri^gls , ) 

Th^ss considerations raise the question of what H new 
OSHA data" Mr. Thorns trom was reviewing? Wft need to 
s*?<£ this data, 

Auditor's 7;Ot£; ail oi this information, in this work 
paper (except thes work papttr references } w^re discussed 
over the phone with Mr. Sampson including the 
information in item number 3 above. After thtf 
telephone conference with Mr. Sampson, the Auditor 
obtained additional information from OSHA which 
indicated there was no inconsistency between the 
statement in the Sept briber 16 L * press release and the 
available OSHA test results for indoor air, OSHA 
indoor test results were available before September 16, 
2 001. These results r limited <is they were, can be 
interpreted as supporting the statement in the prtf&s 
release that was* issued - on September 16 j that "New QSRA 
data also ijfidicates that indoor air quality in downtown 
biiiil dings will yneet standards v [OEHA's standard for 
occupational workers] r 

(sees work paper 31 el, pag<& 2} 
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Title : C o rr s p on d c <■■; W i t h C HQ 



Purpose* : 

To document the l^tttt.r that was sent to M;r * S^tin ?bei:nst.rom ; 
Coui-ci ■ on bwironrae-'it&l Quality (C.EQ! , requesting a meeting to 
discuss the ro."i© of CEQ in the issuance of EPA press re Leases, 



Scmrce i 

The attached ffiemfrr feodum was papered by Mr. Beusse, Director 
.for Program E va .1 is a t i on , Air Quality I i^roes ; Mr. Hat: field r 
Eva I u ==l t o r ■» I n - Ct i.ar e ; am d Mi: . Dun Isp, Au d i t o r ■ . 



Background ; 

On JVi-sguftt 20, Auditor Dunl&p i r^i-rviewtfd Mr. Joseph 

?:ya*. , Associate ^df-unis trs.tor , Of i ice oi Public 1^ a. :=. t;" , ti'S'A 
i s e e wo r k p ^ per A 2 & f ft r t h e wi i ::. e - up o f t h i s inte r v i ^ w 1 . Wh e r.i 

e # t i ot'j ed ft btf u t E PA 'a p r ■ e £5 s release s s h o r ■ t 1 y a i: t e *' t b c o 1 1 a p a ft 
o £ t h £ Wo i' i d Tr a d e C en t er t o w e r s , Mr . M a r ty s k. 7," e £ e ^ r ttd t h e 
a i.i d i t o v t o b i s p r e e c e & s o , J?s $ - T i n & ftr e i & h r, i; o r in s~ r !s. y EPA 1 
A s ft o c i a t ^ Ad Jri i n i. a t: r a t o r , 1: f i c e o f C c^rm Li.n i c a i on ^ , "Bdx'i c a t i orj j a 5" d 

Rft'latior:^ (yee wo^vk pftpeir A 2 a for th^ vjritft-up of; y.h.v ^ 
i -itervn.^vj} , 1^, Kr^i^-her i^cSic^^.ed that Mr. Sam Thorns cro*n oi: 
-■ 3i e hTi i t: K oi - a c-; J & C own c ± 1 or, 2d v i r 1 or ;.tn ft ntsl Qu s 3. i ty p 1 a y # d a 
Fjig'jiificrant role in the issuance of. ;:;PA J ^ press releases during 
C h e. t hr ^ e or four wei e k p er i od after S ^p t ewh e 3: 11- 

Ijj ].cite August, Auditor Du.^.lap called ly-r, Thom strorn a^veral 
r.ijnes to request an interview (202-395- 741& J . Hr . Thernstroni 
indicated that he was not able to schedule s nneeti^g in the 
coming week^ taecauK^ o£ oth^r high jjr.iority work, 0r\ 
Sept{=!TTLber 13, 2002, It. TherT-strcni advised Auditor Dunlap via 
te!i. ephone th^t he would x\ot be ribl e to ^oh^du^e en interview 
saying: h My of floe does not it would be appropriate at. 

Lhie tir:ie . r ' Thei Auditor requested an e-Tnai3. confirmation, 
hut the Auditor did receive ariy further ca^invun.ioat.ion fron 
Hr . Th^riis t rou'i . 



Letter To CEQ Representative s 

See rjex-.'. p^t; H H e 
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% J^Zy I tJNTTED STATES EKViKONrMI^NTAL PROTECTION A.GEN T CY 

OFHCE Of INSPECTOR GENERAL 
OV-EJCL OF PROGRAM E V ALU AT] ON 
jjC! i CONSTniJ'nOK A VftN'UE, N.W. {S-WH 
EPA WEST BUIJ..DIMG 
WASHINGTON. DC 



November 26. 200.? 
MEM ORAND UM" 

To : ^ am 'ITi srn sir om 

Council on Em-iron m^mrt.l Qualify 

F rom : .1 . R i ck B eu as e 4/ 

Director for Pro gran- Evaluation. Air Quality is.? Lies 

Subject: Mating to di^us?. EPA "s press releases about the World Triute Center (WTC'J 

you a-'e s^srEi iron - ; disc tissues with Mr. Clvris Durban of our office, iht EPA Office of 
ins peel or General ^ evaluaims? EPA's response no rb^ WTC o^aMCr. Ons of the objective? of 
our evaluation i ^ to d^.erm?ne: whether i:fu* available data sutu'jorted EPA ! s major public 
colli muni ca tior^ regarding air qualify and assodaied health risks resulting from die collapse of 
the. WTC Kiwc-j-*. As such, we ne^d to frlJy uri demand the process and support us^d by EPA to 
prepare lis press releases. In conducting work to answer this objective, we have revitw&d 
L-jrre&pondence and oiK-t document that in dictum you played a significant role in helping EPA 
formulate its earK' press releases. We beiievc these document contain imports information 
related 10 our objectives and in formation Jhat we wil< likely ineiude in our report. 

We wouid iike co discuss [his information wish yoi\ io thai we cat? incorporate CEQ"'s perspective 
\r:- our report. You may cojh&ci me ai 919-541 -5147, qt Chris Dan Sap at 919-541-1.029. 10 
arrange 3 meeting. Thank yoo for yotir assi&tanee. 



ec: Kwa.i Chan. Assistant Inspsrittr General, Office of Program Evaluation, 01 G 
Eilfttw Mdvtahon, C on £tc?s s i on al /Media. Re) at ions Liaison, OIG 



Title - Correction, Clarification Or Confirmation Of Associate 
Administrator' s Statements 



Purpose : 

To provide a hard copy of the Auditor' s efforts to clarify 
or confirm the statements of EPA' s former Associate Administrator 
during an interview on August 28 , 2002 (see work paper A2a for a 
write-up of this interview) . 



Auto Audit Reference - A2a7 : 

These records were cited in work paper section A2a7 . 

Date Record Obtained : 

The Associate Administrator's input was obtained during a 
conference on September 24 , 2002 . 

Source : 

Tina Kreisher, Speechwriter , Office of the Secretary, 
United States Department of the Interior; former Associate 
Administrator, Office of Communications, Education, and Media 
Relations (the predecessor to EPA' s current Office of Public 
Affairs); 202-208-5338 



Preparer: Chris Dunlap 


Date: 8-27-03 


Reviewer: 


■ — — -j 

Date: 


Filename & Index No: 


Notebook 1 File 15.wpd 
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Description of Record: 

■ 

The attached hard copy documents show: 

1. Printed statements from work paper A2a where the 
Auditor wrote-up the oral statements made by 
former Associate Administrator Kreisfrex^during an 
interview on August 28, 2002. 

2. The Auditor's check mark beside statements which 
indicate the former Associate Administrator's 
confirmation that the statements accurately 
reflected her thoughts (see check marks in 
attached pages) . 

3. Notations made in ink by the former Associate 
Administrator to clarify or correct certain 
printed statements . 

4. Notations made by the Auditor in pencil, including 
a notation on the last page where the auditor 
subsequently (September 25) changed a sentence 
based on a voice mail message left by the former 
Associate Administrator on September 25. 



Conclusion : 



The former Associate Administrator corrected, clarified, or 
confirmed the statements that are attributed to her in work paper 
A2a . 



3e f or a Sept eiabe .1: j 1 , OCEMft mp: t a in e d coi -t i n s> ^ 
contact with nhs White House Comrriun.ic.cJt ions Office 
which was headed by Karen Hughes. 

Ms, Krisisher's contact with the fthi.t^ Hc^se 
Communications Office, was Mr. Scott McClellan- 
Ms. ftxsisher was not familiar with the organi zstrtena-1 
stx^ct ure of the White Boms ft Communications Office and 
did not know whether hs worked direct: iy tor Ms. Hughes. 



Standard opt? ratine procedures before 3&pt isntiper 1 1 were 
for r^p.wesE:rjtativ^s from ttach cabinet coir^unicairicn*. 
office to di&<i:uii>s potentially .significant- news gvejntJH 
during a daily rifiorninq co:";f e^ence carl, li.acfl 
c osus un i c a t .1 on s off i c £ w a s g i ve n t. h e op p o r t u n x t y t o 
discuss breaking ncw^ ev^ntii in their dep£ r t.inerjt / 
agency- The purpose- of th^ conference call W5S r;o ^esp 
the White Cojnrnuni cat ions Office frorc b^ng s^rpr;i.sed by 
s signifio^nr news £v$nt, antf to ^liow the ofi^-ces to 
coordinate -.heir responds if mare than one oivs-vcs was 
likely zo he asked ^boi^ the event . 

After Sep^^fe^r 3.r- r a more fcriTi^i CQo:;di:-at;.on 
r u ct i:r e wa * & s t eb I i sn e d , 



to;ording to Ms, Kreish^r, ^- er Sept ember- I i , Ssch 
cabinet ooirounic^t ions office was assiqned sr. 
additional contact person (Ms, K.reisher continued to 
work with Mr r McCie^Ian). Hr. . Sam Th^rnst rom was EF'A' s 
^dditionsi contact {Mr. Th^mstron was also the* contact 
for the ci^ntTiuni cations offices of OSViA and at. least one? 
ftther entity) . 



M», Wisher iciest ad that needed to k*eo 

Nr J.^rnstrorn informed about -11 news Der T.airiiria to 
tept briber n. Sne wferred to Mr. Thereon, 4 S ~«Khjt B 
.House concurrence," 

She s»r:t all press releases about the terrorist arcac*, 



K,re.i.she-'j: indicated that ths intent of the Whits 
voi-miuni. cations^ Office was; x "x.o coordinate info, 

riot-----^ 



sitUii'-'-iors years ago wh* 
gaves the public ^evei; 
"Wrii-t sr , 



Iocs I ?\r\d jiederel official 
Us actions on how bo.il 



i 

J 



1*5. Krttisher did not know exactly whom , Therr- ^.ro-m 
consul ted, or the extern of his oonsu.lt; at ian , but she 
■r-tie.r stood T-ha; : 

he initially showed press i-el^a^es to a 

rtvpre^^rn^tivs from the National Ss cur it y Council; 

b- he worked wr".h Jr. Condons 7- z a Ri c:e ' s /secretary ; 

o, he would ''run the pr«s r^iea^s through" whomever 
needed to see their*; 

d, after three ox four we&ki, he: no ledger needed to 
show ail press re? lasses to a repre ^e;j t.a t i vi= ^rom 
the Nations.! Security Cour^;il. 



h press relttfts-fr could not be issued without 
fe- Thar n&t rom r s approval for a three or igue we sic. 
period sit&r S^ptei^fre.r 11, flowsver, i ji format i on Ray 
hovfi beers posted iio E FA f => WTC web site without his 
approval during this time, 



Me? other approve-, was necessary except sri OEKA 
representative' s approval was needed on one prfcss 
re ;Uase t;h£t wss issued jointly by SPA and OSKA, 
M s , K r s i s ft e r c- o u 1 d n o t .■: f*m ^mb e r ■: ft e n ame. a f t h e 3 HA 
official who approved Sinai word- rig irs the press 

^ e.2 e^se . 



Mr, Tft&rrstrctfri i-^ed to work for the New York D-epartTEerit 
of Snvironnisrjts.1 Protection. 

Mr. The^stro^ he.I.ped make the. dec; is lor?, that EPA would 
vise 'he OS HA standard fer *sbesr.os . 



Initially Wev York. City officials vented to control tins 

■n editor inq ii'-f ormat ion iri t:he sense tbst vhesy wanted to 

post »ii toe irj formation on their web sits. Initially, 

we agreed, but it soon became- clear that EPA needed to / 

be the focal poiji" for getting information on to a web 1/ 

site. 



SF.V 3 ^dmi.ni=;tr<!itor made ,1 1 clear that ona ot: her prime 
objectives was to oet t:h.e web sittt up. 



><s. Sreishei: indicated tb^it if yow zook your time to 
Pl-l iri£o.r:Tuav:.ion on tho web and waited until every b^.i: 
oi' information had bcs-sn double checked, very little raw 
data wo^ld be r^leas^d. 




lv\ most instsncss, she :nade the decision what, 
inf or -ration would be included in the pre S3 released 
However, soine in f oration was suggested by OSH.fi., some y / 
by Mr. The matron, and some by various EPA officials, 
including a number or Region 2 otficiais, 



Overall, most oJf the information that was included in 
the hsriefings probably came from Region 2 officials. 



There :l*= no ^i.r:qle fxX^ or .sumir^ry x^coid wh.vch 
shows the specific information that was consider ad 
beic-re a press release was prepared, Someone n\ay 
be able .reconstruct ^his information, but it 

W35 rsot retained in an organized fash;]. en. Many 
people were consulted and much information was 
reviewed before a press ?;^lea£& was i s S'jft.d r but 
the- re is no orc^un a. zed j/eco.rd of this process. 



Ms. K :;■€*:]. * he was asiced; ^In regard to pre.ss con fe renews; 
or cthe-.' ocCrtSions when in sorption is provided 
-verb^ily "co c;L-t aiders r 

Do yoo have any policy con corning the preparation 
£ttd distribution of a 'point sheet r ' or cthsr 
documfc r'i t ^ w h i ch mi gh t s uznni ftr i z s E £ A ' s official 
po*i".ion on ir.Fjjo:: issii™£> that iniuht be discussed?" 

Ms. Kre-i^her indjxstfcd "hers was ^o w;: i v.ten policy on 
■"his subject- Occasionally they had ^talking points," 
They would Always consul. t with the appropriate 
i". echi-i^^.l experts an te.chni.ca I issues bEi^jrs providing 
answers to press or public, Tft&y would provide the 

r;scts. If tin opinion was expressed r they wo-^ld provide 
x:h& basis for t h ^ opinion, particularly i;:" the opinion 
^ i gh t be r & i £ van t t o a law s ^ i t L 



An 01 G representative showed Ms. Kreisher a tvo-page 
-dm fact SHEET" and a one oaqe tr ar^mi " t a 1 email, satea 
September 2", 2 001, which had been retrieved from the. 
area used by EP.V s Office of Public Affairs for storage 
f see Attachment 3 to this interview write-up). The _ 
"PM FACT SHEET" discussed the health risk to "sensitive 
copulations" frcro exposure to parti culat© natter - 
^he 01 G representative asked Ms. Kreisber whether she 
>.sd considered outtinq any of this information m .a 

She. indicated she bad- riow&verv 
according to Ms, Kreishe'r, Mr. Themstrom tola that 
-health effects in* oration should not be included in 
Z »A ' s pr ess releases," Mr. The m fit row f ur t »e r sal d 
".3v:-t -Avjvthinq cieaiinq with health effects should come 
from Hew" York"- they were on the ground; they were 
air e a a y deal n g v? i t h it," 



Syis . Kreisher states: 

'■-ir n * r o « d a a k a b o i: t 
it was the role of HHS or ^npie that spoke 

h.ealth^ffocrs (-we were no. ' ■ 

The thought was there stiou la ^ be c ^ ' 

where everyone shoulo go 
in format ion , 

. , nn . h ^ e was a New York City 
initially that cen;r^ ■ ite tfas the 

web site (she believes c — * 
City ' s health department j . 

■> -. e *r. "P? referred readers to 
I r . EPA' s pr e s s r e * e,s s* s ( - 

this web site. 



_ ,^ r „t:ro^ bad provided 

When asked whetner — "-;;- ighe: rep Ued -.h.at she 
additional guidance, M*. 
cwjld not think ot anyJu^ — 



*no." -'^-^-g. ^ hjeishsr answered ^ 



Wh^Ti asked abcu;.t M$s.5C^e learned, " Ms - K.r:^;I shea: 

i d :!.■::: 31; s d that *h(S was not resriy to discos this 

si^bjECt th:|. E3 ::i.Tr,^ r She stated that, ^nd#^ the 

c ircuj^^.fr^ce^ , shs thought L : "£ : A ^ff.lcia.l* did an 

tnit. standing jcb oil" a <a tiling with the situation. She 

referred parU. c;u la.r J.y to the sp^ed with which 

mor-itox tr-g sa^iplss he re {gathered, analyzed £.nd ^j-jpc-rti-jd 

on ths wi--b, Shs believed this wholv sJfsrt wss 



Wbeii vzked she £*lt pressurii; from Mr, Thernstr&m, 
r^pli-Ed that she M fe=i; c^trem^ Dies^re" iro.tf hi 
She further staved: "I did not feei like: it wss my 
press release" even though he would periodically say 
""Of course, this is your press release - " 



She does 5 not ."'^o^ll hftvi:ig any contact: or 
s igni J:i ca.:- c.y ^or- earning the WT'C with anyone in "he 
2-*Sd She ti-^v h«v& c: it I led someone or sent ovu.r 
acme ir-iorm&t.i on , but she doss net .recall ar;y 
details ^bout. £^y cant set she may have h£ri, Mir, 
Thernstroin deal*; with the 

In her op. :. r; :i , pr-i^s releases ^.y^ not go orally 
Si PA f s tti o s t i j np c r 1. -l* n t in e t h od o f c ommu.n i c (5 t i 7] g v? i t h 
th e pub]. i. c r In her op i. ^ i.o n r the 3710 s t impor t an t 
■net hod is through a re; porter who obtains 
inf osrmci t ion by personally contact: in g the Oiti.oe of 
Public ^fiair^ or a knowledgeable EPA ofJ;ici£.l, 
The good repor-Ltfrs do not rely on pi^ss r&ls^^Ks 
£ind cio not quote from prE.££ rft leases* tfest press 
releases pile up iri newsrooms, 7ft e good reporters 
obti-ii'i their storied through their own of-:orts. 



Thsirs is no document, such as a ''Record of 
Decision," which recorded what was agreed upon or 
who participated ar-y agreements concerriijjg the 
statements that wisrs included in the W?C press 

She doss not recall having ».ny discussions of 
si^i'd ficarit sbout. the WTC with any officials .from 
Nttw Yoj;k- Howsvei , Mr. Tnerristrco was in contact 
with the?vi, 

£he does not. i; sea 1.1 having any discissions, of 
significance?, about the WTC with .any officials from 
other federal iig&ncrias except. 0SIi7-\ Cshe had 
extensive discus si ons with OEHA officials crs oner 
pre^s release) . 



iflht^n asked whether V-h-^re w^a a conscious #f ?.e-;;:t. to 
rftt-s&ure: the public, Ms. Krcishttr i^aid t her is w^s such 
an effort. . This emphasis froi^ the Mrnir;ist lator 

and wfri?.s 



In regard to v. he documents which were in storage a*; the 
F;?£'s Office oi; Public A 1: fairs (see the Background 
S action of this work paper} r an OIG representative 
showed Ms. Kreishei: copies oJ: essentially ail of 
the documents had seer? few document:! were not 
show: 1 ; 'co Ms- Ka^isher , sv,ch l»s duplicate oopies) . 

, Kreisher finned that these documents were from 
her files, but shv indicated that these document a" ! "were 
not of the hTC documents which she had left when 

she w^r-t to har new nob. She further indicated f to the 
best of her recollection, all of t.he WTC information 

leit wbh; contained in two accordion- type files {t;he 
writer s«.i;.;i.i^st:-ss that the information he reviewed would 
not f o.^e accordion- type fii^) , 




The E:PA information th^t; ver^t o^ the web was the 
saiLiis i.n£oTX\&Zion she had. All figures on the EPA 
web Eite wen* accurate, to the best of her 
knowledge. ""There would have; b&en hell to pay if 
we tried to change the data on t.he -web site." 

On^e information began appealing on the web site 
they felt less ?:;eed to get out as many presa 
release.*; , 

She did -;Ot tiiiics sny W^C records wi-jh. her when she 
.left £3:',^, including as'sy personal, ir.foiTrr^l r^otfrs 
she }\\ay have mode. 



When asb-rri what document; at; i on Mr- Thernst ram tr Sl i.-nhx have 
had for ina kin q .suggisstsd changes to press releases, 
Ms, Kreish&ir replied that Mr. The rn Strom had access to 
the same monitoring data and most: of the same. 
cojtu;uinicat:i.c.i^^ that she had, 

■ In response to a specific question whether the desire 
:to reopen Wall Street had any impact or:-, tfte ^content of 
■a prt?ss r&iesse-f, Ms, Kreisher indicated thai this was" 
not a cofisi d^r&t ion * ware never given ciinv 

.pressure" s'by waU. Street]- 



Ms- Kr^i^r was asked: "Dees EFA have a policy which 
addresses th<i: question of whiiit.hE.t any E. PA employee may 
answer £^y question posed by the p^esa (.or same ot-het 
sourcGfi oat. side the Agency) ? Jf 

Ms - K^eisher stated that she is not awards of any sttch 
policy. Each region and each assistant administrator 
has his or her own press office, >3s - Kreishttr 
indicated sh& could not have controlled these offices 
if she had wanted to. When she. worked at EPA she asked 
to be jr.ade aware of interviews with "-ni-rjor media/' 
Shia also asked each assistant ^dn.inistr ft to:v, whs re 
possibles, not. to have an interview without informing 
the assistant; administrator' s own prass office knri 
Ms, Kreisher' s office, Ms. Krfrisher was ^ot. awarft of 
anyone, being* ^ told what to say." 




Vh&n zzKed how shl5r would characterue Mr. Thcr^t^m 
Uia^ n&d cons ,i, arable inf .l.uenca . 



Ms. K.veishai: we 3 a # kerf a bo 'jr. the '■'High Efficiency 
Particulate .arrss'^ing, vsc^ujft trucks" that wars 

d i a e us .?> s-ci i. :i E Pfl ' 5 p r ^ s s e .1 ^.5 # e on S ept embe r '1 3 . 
Th <h separate sis r-t.enc^^ ir? t.hi, f s press reieass tcuted 
■ .h£ ^clea-n:- n^ r ' c^pftbiHity of UittSG HEP?- trucks. Later 
it. Wtis learned t)'\a\\ -"htt trucks d.id not initially h^vo; 
the:? proper filters thtt ^tre^t^ of Lowe:: Marsha r 1 5f.-j 

vero nor: vacnra&ci with the prap^r i 1 1 s* until the 
second c-r third week i:i October, Ms, KEeiGh&r was 
ask^d wh^:;.h&r ^ cor- side rat ic-rj was given to revising 
the public of this fact through a press rt?lta^^' J ? 

Ms, K^.eisher indict tftd shtf does not have any 
recoil act i on of eve." having this inf ormiution , 



O.i.G representative discussed the subject oi 

"professional clean in cj" for: indoor residences and work 
spa ess. The* 03 G r^pr t ati ve read a statement which 
the w>:j,.l. Street Journal attributed to EiW 3 Region 2 
Administrator: *vfle have said f.x:on\ the very be$ inning 
that apartments r-eed *:o be prof e'is si anally cl£aAedV r 
Tho OIG representative asked: "Did your office cons id e-: 
advising the public through a press release thau they 
r^eed r.o obtain s professions I c I waning r .for their indoor 
spacer?" Ms- Kr^isher replied that ^it v/as in a press 
re^esse; it was r^.rnovfrd by Sairi /,r [Mr. T'hernstrum] . 



Ms, Kre;,sher does r;ot recall the wording -.hat was 
ir.ir..is;!.;i.y included ir: .^.arj SPA press release concerning 
the need for re si dent s "or Lower Mar-hsttan to obtain 
^ p r .i! e s s; i o n a i c i e a r\ i n q " 



Ms. Kreisher stated that shs believes this wording 
i^ciudsd tho phrase ^professional cleaning." however, 
she dees not recall ftmy wording about # "certified 

ssbestoE clean-up contractor . " Ms. K:: either further 
stated *bat when s Adj-^i ru strator spoke to any group 

she freq-ueritly T : a Iked abcut L.his I'jeed for "prof es &i c-nal 
clesnin-- 01 residence'' and the need to ^se a "HE PA 
vacyujii"" fMigh E^'iciency Particulate /^resting vacuum), 
Ms, Kirsisher believes she? basically included the 
Administrator's words i:) the draft of £ press release. 



■A 



When i'ii-ked was there anything in "he ps:ess releases 
that made* her un cornier t^b.I e , she discussed the / 
difficulty of getting concurrence from QSHA of::ioAais 
on the wording ol : the j.oint press release? v^ith OS HA. 
Ms--.-- -tfr e-i.-^ h^""d"^rar I'be d~ l t-hi"S— ps: wc-e^i-is -■^■s-----t-^ idio la-s-beyort d 

When asked specifically whether she was concerned vith 
the use of the vord "safs" in the press releaiss, 
Ms, K^eisher replied "not till laze?.," Ms, Kr either 
further: stated thflt t'htf available data indicated the 
smb;i.erif tfi.r sway 'Srorn ground zero was safe, to breath 
and they always told the workers at ground zsro th^t 
they were Rt;"risk arid tided protection. 



V 



f- ."- . ..........^ 



7 * r 



*k. Rreisher was Ul, -l^ subject on 

£ £ices have ^^rx.y — ^ t , oo;: consulting with 
behalf of th*" % ta . ed tbat *hey c;o have 

your offic^;/ "V^nS^as at SPA ^ . ~ bS 



Ms- Kreishsr indicated that, the press rel.e.L»SE process 
resisted to zhe. WTC was "p^res^ release by committer" 



Whc:rj asked who specifically told her to write the first 
press releases, Ms. Kreisher replied: 

« - ?h e h clTfiiini strs^o: s a i d let's g <»■ t i t out ; 

t>, Ms, Kr either "krjsw the ^sissas; the go ahead was 
there:"; 

c - Ms, K::ei.shsr said the fldiTiir.-i.st rat or probably 

saw -he f.iri=l version, buz Hs- KrcAsh^r do^ns not; 
k^ov this .for tact:; 

d. The* Atirniriist tor did not "sigr- off or: it 

Ms, Kr^i*^:: was the last pessoiS to- okay tht* fir^ 
pr^ss .:s.l'i?fl.£{if - 

/ 

■■v 

Ms. Kr^i^her stated tb£t. all press 
r^I.&ases perteinii-jci the World Trade; Center di^asts?;;- 
wttrF ^lways approved by t:^ Administrator' s ChiEif oJ l 
Stsff, Eileen McGi^rjis," In addition, Mc r iVicGi.nriltf 
^so^etimes-- took p^rt ir. r^gotiscions with th€ white? 



Wherj asi-ed to reentry ar-y ^cjuidsr.cf-:, policies, etc for 
c orrii - ii;riic.»t.i with the public arid entities outside tha 
Ac^ncy/' Ms- TCi 1 either indicated that aha was not avsrs 
of any. 





S 3 m u eJ A . Th cmti s t r a Tj>: Tina K res i s h a r /D C/U S F.P A/LI £ (gfr f .P A . : _ 
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Tfr* iJS I::nvii:crjrif-z;t:.sl ??rot. Ef;t ion Acfiaacy (£pa) a^d. the Deifartmsnr. of X.^br^r?* 

O^^ai icrfjai tia: r tv.;.y iisaith Admin::, s?.-. -5 1. ion JoEra'A) snnounCfiKi t.od^y tKiat 

both 3fiencj.es have takn-ji *£c,ii ■; j.c/ds 1 air a^u du&t ir.anipj.L'js i;^ lou^r Msijfc.batir.taft. 

and analyzed iitt.i: potent! ill ccntaiLxririn ficsji Ths. new Ea:;iples ^o^firn; 

previous .repoits t-at ambient c*iv ^I.iiy meets OEIIA g t.andardiii and 

cc?ria&qui!ii"i::Ily j.s Jioi; a n^y&s fior public concerrj . titfw OsHfl tfata a I AO 

indicates t h a s; i indoor h i ^' qix a i :i n y i n clo wsj f;. own bu :i Icings wi I ]. mti ^ t 

standards? . ^ 
_- 

bas found variable asbestos levels .in bulk debris and dust, ok r.h.e 
ground, but continue to brieve th^t vherc? as no ? i gniEicarsr hEaOth 

i" tu i:he weriei'ttj. public? isv i-. >j q- cr^n.^ ".ays . Appropriate s.neips are being 
t: ft e:n t ci cle, a n up ^ h i s d us m id ci c tb.r i ^. . 

p £ 1= a I iTion iters a j j d c ovr.i n<j f up 1 <S r -i.n , 

.TJJSEftT "^ENSH-Vrf quo?" ft ^on^whor^ ^rc-unc] here 

CST<A .i rKSocr ^^rnp ^ Gt'ntencf?? 

c=tt to "I'ieven ,'Jiebrifi= and dusj?: sawpii.fcs ttikrcr; Th-or.sdsy . . . '■' gr£f, strike. t.hii:cj 
s e n c e 1: c e i " Th e 1; wtk; ci t~ r a s s d " J ; o t Ji ft r: ?, a OK , £ X e #p k. p# r ha p s sT: o V3 3. d 
;:ci:rvprt thiti: CStiA. 3^i.r:sc:t:<::-j" ^ch:? ^e^i^h^^ . .. i ;Ji rc J .- ■■ S^Sptfi'idcrd ^.ii tb^ a. in:, 
SrstjLTLU :iot violate. . . " 



* 



EPA Response to September 11 



Contact Us I Print Version Search: " J US 



September 16, 2001 

EPA, OSHA Update Asbestos Data, Continue to Reassure Public about Contamination Fears [En 

Espanol] 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Labor's Occupational Health and Safety 
Administration today announced that the majority of air and dust samples monitored at the crash site and in 
Lower Manhattan do not indicate levels of concern for asbestos. The new samples confirm previous 
reports that ambient air quality meets OSHA standards and consequently is not a cause for public concern. 
New OSHA data also indicates that indoor, air quality in downtown buildings will meet standards. 

EPA has found variable asbestos levels in bulk debris and dust on the ground, but EPA continues to 
believe that there is no significant health risk to the general public in the coming days. Appropriate steps 
are being taken to clean up this dust and debris. 

"Our tests show that it is safe for New Yorkers to go back to work in New York's financial district," said 
John L. Henshaw, Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA. "Keeping the streets clean and being careful not 
to track dust into buildings will help protect workers from remaining debris." 

OSHA staff walked through New York's financial district on September 13th, wearing personal air monitors 
and collected data on potential asbestos exposure levels. All but two samples contained no asbestos. Two 
samples contained very low levels of an unknown fiber, which is still being analyzed. 

Air Samples taken on Sept. 1 3th inside buildings in New York's financial district were negative for asbestos. 
Debris samples collected outside buildings on cars and other surfaces contained small percentages of 
asbestors, ranging from 2.1 to 3.3 - slightly above the 1 percent trigger for defining asbestos material. 

"EPA will be deploying 16 vacuum trucks this weekend in an effort to remove as much of the dust and 
debris as possible from the site where the samples were obtained," said EPA Administrator Christie 
Whitman. "In addition we will be moving six continuous air monitoring stations into the area. We will put five 
near ground zero and one on Canal Street. The good news continues to be that the air samples we have 
taken have all been at levels that cause us no concern." 

The continuous monitoring stations will augment the ambient air quality monitoring located in Brooklyn. 
EPA and OSHA will remain on site and continue to monitor for levels of asbestos, PCBs, lead and 
polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in the area throughout the long weeks of cleanup ahead. In 
addition, EPA will move in a bus that has the equipment to do instant analysis of volatile organic compound 
samples from air at the site. It is called a Total Atmospheric Gas Analyzer and is similar to a unit used 
during the Gulf War to sample emissions from the oil fires in Kuwait. 

The Agency is recommending that businesses in the area planning to reopen next week take precautions 
including cleaning air conditioning filters and using vacuums with appropriate filters to collect dust. 
Vacuuming will reduce the chance of re-entering workers tracking dust into the buildings. This work is 
already underway by city agencies. 

The U.S. Coast Guard will be assisting EPA in monitoring impacts, if any, of today's rainstorms on the 
water quality. However, most of the rainflow is expected to be handled by the City's waste water treatment 
facility, since there will be only limited sewage in the combined sewer system. EPA has a vessel on site in 
New York to handle any necessary testing. 

Additional technical support has been offered to EPA in New York from the U.S. Air Force Surgeon 
Generai's Office of Environmental and Occupational Health. That support would involve five engineers 
and/or environmental technicians and equipment if needed. 

■V. 

I EPA information about the events of September 1 1 
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Title - Telephone- Call To Former Eir'A Associate Adiriinistra tor 



Purpo$a - 

To document additional, information which was obtained from 
the former Associate Acbu.r-istrator of." EF-V s Office ot 
Communications, Education, and Media Relations A 

Person Contacted ~ 

Tina Er^ishtir, Speochwr iter , Off ice-; of the Secretary, United 
States Departmsn" of the Interior; forme- r Associate 
Administrator, Office of Communications, Education , and 
Media ftel tit ions (the predecessor to EPA' 5 current 
Office of Public Affairs); 202- 2 S - 5 3 3 8 . 

Dat* Of Contact - September IS, 2002 

Background - 

Cn August. £3, 2002, OIG representatives met Kith 
Us. Kreisher and obU^frd in.f orTr.a t ion about EEW s pr&ss r Cil^asiifS 
■conc^iTning thfr World Trade Center disaster -JiJee work paper A2a), 
Mr. Dun lap, Q.= G Audit or r telephoned Ms, Krei fiber to discuss a 
possible future meetinq- During this discussion Mr. Dunlsp 
oils t ill i r: ft d t h i -■ 1 f c r m a t i o rs p r o v i d e d b e 1 o w . 



Details (Addi.fci.cmal ln£ ormatic-Ti Obtaixi^d) - 

1, Ms, Kraisber does not recall this wording that was 
initially included in a an £PA press release concerning 
the need for residents of Lower Mar-bat tan to obtain 
"professional cleaning" (this information was 
reportedly deleted at. the request of Mi:, The rnst ronrp 
who provided a contact point between Ms, Krei sher and 
the Council on Environmental Quality) - 

2, In response to Mr. Durilap' s specific questions, 
Ms. Kreisher stated "hat. she believes the wording 
included the phrase "pro gess ions I cleaning. " rlowevftr, 
she doea- not recall any wording about a "certified 
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asbestos cj.ea.n-up oor-t r&ctor , " Ms, Kr&LshEr further 
stated that when P-FA' s Adrrdni st rsto*: spoke to any Group 
she frequently talked about, the need for ^prof^ss^ 
clea ^ln.3.__of ..residence" and the need to use a ^HEPA 
vaeuuin'' [High Ef FicYency Particulate Arresting vacuum), 
.Ms, Kreisher believes she basically included the 
Administrator's words in the draft of a press release, 

3. If response to Mr, Dus'ilap' s request tox: the rationale 
behind excluding health effects information from EPA/ s 
press releases, Ms* Kreisher stated: .-: ^ 

a. It was the role of HliS or OSRA to spe'cik about 
health effects ("we were not the people that spoke 

health") . 

b, The thought was there should be a central plaea 
where everyone should ^o to look tor, health 
information , 

c. ir;i t.i^l.ly th^t central place wss a New York City 
web s i t ( sh e fc« 1 ie ve.^ h i s web s ;l t e wa s t h e 
City health, dopart^o^t } . 

d, In ERA/s pre^s reicr/cises, EPA referred readers to 
this web sit ft, 

4, Ms- Kreisher volunteered add it iona J. information on ^ 
different subject which had not. been brought up by 
Mr. Dun lap. Ke. Kr either stat&d thst all press? 

re.! eases pertaining to the World Trade Center disaster 
wei.m l * always approved by the Administrator' s Chief of 
Staff, Erluett McGi^ni s In addition, Ms. McGinn is 
^ sometimes took part in negotiations with the White 
House. " 



(Trie; above? information wes added to -ihs write-up of the 
prior - interview, work pap^r A£&,) 



ir^ge 2 of 



Preliminary Survey of Air Quality and Related Health 
Studies Conducted in the Vicinity of Ground Zero 




Prepared for 
Dr. John H. Marburger III 
Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy 

by 

The Air Quality Research Subcommittee 
Committee on Environment and Natural Resources 



December 2002 







l' 




iff 

a" r 


>* * 







A Preliminary Survey of Air Quality and Related Health Studies Conducted in the Vicinity 
of Ground Zero 

On April 29, 2002 Dr. John H. Marburger III, Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) asked for 
the assistance of the Air Quality Research Subcommittee (AQRS) of the Committee on Environment and Natural 
Resources (CENR) in developing a list of activities related to air quality and related health studies in the vicinity of 
Ground Zero. 

The material presented in this report was provided by the member agencies of the CENR Air Quality Research 
Subcommittee and as such represents a first survey of the research community involved in research related to the 
collapse of the World Trade Center and its impact on air quality and possible links to human health. Although the 
information in this draft represents a significant fraction of the relevant activities, there are clearly some 
deficiencies, e.g. there is very little information on the work conducted by non-Federal organizations. The AQRS 
will continue to survey the community and an update to this report will be prepared when sufficient new information 
has been received. 

This report is a scientific and programmatic document, as the preceding Subcommittee reports have been, and it is 
not intended to represent governmental policy. 



Copies of this report are available from: 

NOAA Aeronomy Laboratory 

Office of the Director, R/AL 

325 Broadway, Boulder Colorado 80305-3328 

E-mail: aldirofffajal.noaa.gov 

Phone: 303-497-3134 

Fax: 303-497-5340 - 
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Studies of Air Quality and Health at Ground Zero 



Background 



The collapse of the World Trade 
Center buildings as a result of 
the terrorist attacks of 
September 11, 2001 produced 
an enormous dust plume that 
persisted for several days. 
Additional air pollution was 
generated by fires at the site and 
by the debris removal process. 
In the wake of this tragedy, 
there has been concern for the 
health of workers involved in 
the rescue and clean-up efforts 
and for the people whose homes 
and places of work are in the 
immediate area and who may have been exposed to this pollution. As a consequence, a number 
of studies have been conducted by local, State, and Federal agencies to better quantify the 
impacts of the attacks on local air quality and related health issues. 




On April 29, 2002 Dr. John H. Marburger III, Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy 
(OSTP), asked for the assistance of the Air Quality Research Subcommittee of the Committee on 
the Environment and Natural Resources in developing a list of research activities related to air 
quality and health studies in the vicinity of "Ground Zero" (Appendix A). A listing of relevant 
activities is included in Appendix B. 



Inventory Overview 




The descriptions of relevant research activities provided by the various agencies are 
collected in Appendix B. This material covers a broad range of activities that were 
explored in an attempt to assess the impact of the collapse of the buildings and 
subsequent rescue and clean up efforts on local air quality and the potential for 
related human health consequences. The research activities inventoried can be 
organized into the following broad categories: 



Measurements of outdoor pollution - The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the 
State and city of New York, and several research institutions operated air pollution monitoring 
systenr in and around Manhattan. These were quickly augmented by a number of agencies that 
brought specialized equipment to the area that allowed for a more detailed measurement of gas- 
phase and particle-phase pollution, including its radioactivity. Dust samples were collected 
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directly from the air and from the surfaces on which it deposited. The chemical and physical 
characteristics of these materials have been characterized in detail. 

Measurements of indoor pollution - The dust created by the initial building collapse and 
subsequent work in the area was transported through open doors and windows and through 
building ventilation systems into the homes, offices, and schools in the area. Monitors were set 
up within these structures to quantify dust and fine particle levels and to follow the return to 
normal indoor levels. Chemical and physical analyses have been performed on airborne and 
settled dust. 



Pollution modeling - State of the art 
numerical dispersion models and 
physical models are being used to 
estimate peak particle levels at a time 
resolution greater that is possible with 
the routine monitoring equipment that 
was in place on September 1 1. These 
models also provided estimates of 
particle exposure for areas of the 
surrounding area where there were no 
measurement data. 

Health studies - A number of short- 
term and long-term studies are 
underway to evaluate the impact of 
exposure to the pollution at Ground 
Zero on the health of rescue workers, 
those involved in debris removal, and 
those who work and reside in the 
area. 

Outreach - A variety of efforts are 
underway to provide public access to 
the enormous amount of data that has 
been collected regarding air quality 
and related health issues in and 
around Ground Zero. Keeping the 
workers and residents of the area 
informed has also been a priority of 
these endeavors. 



Table 1 provides a summary of the 
activities submitted by each agency and organized by the above categories. 
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Tabte 1. Reported activities by c&lzgoTy 



Agency 


Activity Category 
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Status and Plans 

ThE mat anal presented in this report was provide*! by the member agencies of the CBNR A it 
Quality Rese<t!"eh Subcommittee (AQRS) and as such represents a first suE-vey of the research 
community involved id activities related to the collapse of (he World Trade Center and Us impact 
on air quality and possible links to hun.vart health. Although the irtfonnatkm in this draft is 
believed to represent a significant fraction of the relevant activities, there are clearly Ejome 
deficiencies, e.g. there is yet very little information in (Ja-e inventory on the. wturk conducted by 
noii- Federal organisations. The AQRS will continue to survey the community, and an update to 
ihis report will be prepared when sufficient new information has been received, 

Nevertheless! the current status give.s a very useful indication of the magnitude and scope of the 
many air quality and health-related research activities thai were in response to the tragic event. 
The summaries in Appendix B, With their goals, brkf descriptions, and contact information, 
should be useful in enhancing awareness, interaction and collaboration among these md other 
endeavors. 

The AQRS also plans fuiure discussions on this topic at future meetings as it explores the general 
relationship between Hon) el and Security and air quality science. The god of these discussions is 
to help further strengthen the interaction among those agencies involved ui air quality and related 
health studies m the vicinity of Ground Zero. 

The Subcommittee appreciates the efforts by ilj; members to canvas Jhftir departments and 
agencies for rdevani. research activities. 
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April ?.9 t 2M2 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 

RESOURCES 

FROM: Mm H. Marburg^ III 

Director, Office of Science and Technology Policy (OS TP) 

SUBJECT: Ground Zero Air Quality Tasking 

The aftermath of the attacks on the World Trade Center on September 1 1, 2001 resulted in 
environmental and health can terns associated with air quafjty in the vicinity of Ground Zero. 
Numerous Federal* state, and local agencies and departments and private contractors have 
unifertak.cn tost in g and monitoring of the conditions at, and surrounding, Ground Zero. The goal 
of the&e activities Ls to better inform Ground Zero workers find those- who live, go to school, and 
wock in Sower Manhattan. Hie Administrator, Ettviimwnental Protection Agency (KPA) r has 
requested OSTP's assistance in coordinating the monitoring activities arid the communi cation of 
d&J-a rektcd to air quality and health cr-lTc-cTs- at Ground Ztro and the suirounrimg areas affected by 
the September anac-ks. 

To address EPA Administrator Whitman's request, OS IIP is formally tasking the Conjinittec on 
Environment and Natural Resources (Cli-NK) of the National Science and Technology Council 
(NSTC) to provide cfata re lev an i (his subject. OSTP request; \hat lh& recipient agencies 
address (he following issues: 

1 . Survey existing activities within the agency to determine any that address: 

Monitoring of ouldoor and indoor air quality at and around Ground Zero m association with 

the events; of September 1 1 and the ensuing activities. 
Mo Storing of acute and ch^mtc health effects torn incident related air quality problems at, 

and surroundings Ground Zero. 
Pi ease include the following information: project name, brief scope, dates of performance 
(or ongoing), and contact information for a project leader. 

2. Identify activities lhat the agency sponsors or in which it takes an active t61g- related to 
Ground Zero air qualiiy and health related activities &(. the s tate and local j^ovemmeni teveb 
and also wrthin din:- private sector, including non -gover nment organ i nations fNG OsX In 
addition, the agencies should identify non-Federal activities of which they arc aware, even 
though tbey enay not be active participants. 

Where known, please provide OSTP wiihthc f bHo wing in formation on tbesc activities: 
project name, brief .scope, dates of performance (or ongoing), and contact information for a 
project leader. 

Recipient agencies are requested to work through their CBNR Air Quaiity Research 
Subcommittee representative (when appropriate) and respond to OSTP by May 24, 2(,H)2 1 with 
ongoing updates as- warranted by additional activities. Point of contact for this action is Paul 
An as (as (202-456-6105, panasEas@ostp.eop.gov). 



Appendix A 




A-2 



December 2002 



Appendix B 

Project Descriptions hy Agency 



Appendix B 



Department of Commerce - DOC 

DOCM 

Project Name: Plume Forecasts from World Trade Center Collapse Site 

Scope: The collapse; of the World Tradti Center buildings c-n&ated an enormous piuniG of smoke 
and dust of questionable? composition, In an effort to fortcj&s): thti plumo trajectory, the 'NO A. A 
Air Resource Laboratory HYSPLIT (HYbrid Single-Particle Laga'angi an Integrated Trajectory) 
model was configured to simulate dispersion using the recently updated version of the Enodd, 
which included improved advectioji algorithms as well as updated stability and dispersion 
equality. The model was run interactively on Ihe Woh Ihrough the ARL. R.diil-lime 
Environni&ntai Applications awl Display sYstem (READY) coupled with National Weather 
Service Eta modd data. Forecast output data from the mode] were verified using NASA TOMS 
satellite information. Forecast simulations were performed for se-vtf-ral days while a strong 
regional signal was apparent in the satellite photographs. 

Dates of Performance: September 1 1 - 15, 2001. 

Project Loader Bruce Hicks, Director, NO A A Air Resources Laboratory, Silver Spring", 
Maryland. Phone: 301-713-18] I, fax: 301-713-01 19, email: b™ce±icLv@noaa.gov. 
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Department of Defense - DOB 

DOD-l 

Pro] cct N"a m e : Stia ( en Is] an d Lan d fiJ 1 hives (i on P ersonal .Ettp osur e As ses sn] en t 

Seope: Tfie debris from the World Trade Crater was deposited at multiple sites withjjj the 
Slaten Island landfill, which is known to contain asbestos. A multi-agency effort developed to 
investigate exposure to atmospheric enrisjsions generated by heavy equipment 4 road traffic and 
helicopters. Wo?k was performed by US Army Center for Health Piranoiion and Preventive 
Medicine (CHPPM) occupational heallh and air quality teams, the New Jersey Army National 
Guard (A.R.NG), and Phillips and Jordon, inc. tit cooperation with the US Army Corps of 
Engineers (COE), US Coast Guard, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Occupation! 
Safety and Health Administration (OSF1 A). Sampling used NIOSH and EPA reference methods 
for personal dose monitoring and OS HA accepted methods for collection and ftnatysis of 
asbestos, mercury, silica, heavy m^uiis, total dutf, combustibles, aud carbon dioxide samples. 
Bulk and wipe samples i.afceji in the- support area and debris deposit sites were analyzed and 
archived. Prdinmuny analysis shows no exceeclenees for atty of the samples. 

Dates of Per f o rm a n ee : S epte in her 2001 - October 200 1 

P r o j t P oi n t of C ou fca ct ; M.s. Shir Icy Chap man 

Maryland National Guard 

Telephone: 4 10-M2 -0273 ftKl 12 

Emai S ■ shirley . chapman@m d . ngb . army . mi i 



DOD-2 

Project Name: Stat en Island Landfii] Investigation Area Atmospheric Monitoring 

Scope; The debris from die World Trade Center was deposited at muKiph? sites within Che 
Stat en Island landfiJS, which is known to eorUam asbesios, A mult i» agency effort developed to 
investigate exposure to atmospheric emissions generated by heavy equipment, road traffic and 
helicopters. Work was performed by US Army Center for Health Promotion and Preventive 
Medicine { CHPPM j occupation^ health and air quality teams, the New Jersey Army 'National 
Guard (ARN'GX and Phillips and Jordon, Inc. in cooperation wiili Ihe US Army Corps of 
Engineers (COE), tiS Coast Guard, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and Occupation; J 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). Sampling used N30SF1 and EPA reference nicshods 
for Indoor and outdoor location? and OSHA accepted methods for collection and analysis of 
asbestos, mercury, silica, heavy metals, total dust, combustibles, atid carbon dioxide samples. 
Meteorological dm collected included temperature, humidity, wind speed and wind direction. 
Preliminary analysis shows no exceed en ces for any of the samples. 

Dates of Performance: September 2001 - July 2002 
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Project Point of Contact: Ms. Paula Higgins 

Corps of Engineers, New York District 

Telephone: 212-264-B76 

Emai 1 ; p au 1 a . m . hi ggins@naaG2 . usace . army . mi \ 



Project Name: Army World Trade Center Support Health Assessment 

Scope: This outreach program is intended to assess all Anny components involved in relief 
efforts and to capture Ihe nature of any associated heai(h problems. The goal of the program is to 
document respiratory and psychological beai(fr mne&nas and identify recovery tends. The 
health assessment was .sent to approximately 116 Army civilians and active duty soldiers and 130 
members of the New jersey Army National Guard. The Mew York ARNO used the New York 
Department of Health survey 1 winch was sent to approximately 7^000 individuals. 

■Pates of Performance: April 2002. - ongoing 

P roj * c< Lc atfe r ; CO I, Rj chard K ramp 
US Army CMPPM 
Telephone: 410*436-2714 
Emai h rkh&rd . kramp @am&dd . army . mil 

LTC Tim Mai Ion 

US Anny CHPPM 

Telephone; 410-436-4312 

Em ail : t im othy . mal S o n @amed ±arm y . mil 
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Department of Energy ^ DOE 

DOE-l 

Project Name; Imp actor Measurements and Aerosol S tie-Fractionated Analyses 

Scope: A DRUM impacted loaned to the Environmental Measurements Laboratory fEML) by 
the University of California - Davis, was mstiStlled on rhe Laboratory's buiklmg roof at 20 1 
Varick Street (approximately one miie north of the WTC). It provided a continuous record of 
aimo spheric aerosols in 8 size ranges. Analyses of these samples from October 2001 have 
provided information of the atmospheric aerosol mass size distribution wath & time resolution of 
45 minutes. Elemental analyses of the aampJes provided a (ime resolution of 3 hours, The 
complete analysis of (he samples includes: optical - color macro photography of the samples, 
optica] transmission spectroscopy at 320-820 nm in 1 mx\ steps; fnass - soft beta ray transmission, 
scanning transmission ion in vacuum, STIM; elemental composition (Ma-U) - synchrotron x-ray 
fluorescence, digital Si(Li) analysis; hydrogen - proton e!astic scattering- analysis (PESA); size 
and .morphology - scanning electron microscopy (SEMJ with x-ray analysis; speciatcc! organic 
matter ■■ User Resorption ionization f ime-of- flight mass speeirom&iry (LD1TOF7MS). The- 
analyses arc being camctf out by: the University of California ^ Davis, Department of" Applied 
Science: Lawrence Live rmoi'e "NaU on a] Laboratory, Center for Accelerator Mass Spectroscopy; 
and Xhti University of Utah^ Department of Meteorology. 

Dales of Performance: October 2, 2001 tcr December 20 , 2001 

P roj ec f Lea d e r : Dr. Robert t.e i fer 

liinviromnentai Measurements Laboratory (DOE) 

Telephone- 212-620-3626 

Kmai I : robert. I e ii er@cml . d oe . gov 

DOE-2 

Project 3V a iru* : Total Particulate Sampling and Elemental Analysis 

Scope: EML is operating a high volume filter sampler (1 mm 1 flow rate) used to assess total 
particulates on the Laboratory's building roof With anticipated support from the U.S. EPA and 
collaboration with Lamont-Doberty Earth Observatory, filter samples will be analyzed for 2S 
elements on axiatw single eo Hector high- resolution magnetic sector ICP-MS. Additional 
funding is being sought for ion chemical analysis and neutron activation analysis. 

Dates of Perform a n tie: Ongoing 

Project Leader: Dr. Robert Lei fer 

Environmental Measurements Laboratory (DOE) 

Telephone; 2] 2-620-3626 

Emai E ; ro bert . I e i fer@tm i . cioe. gov 
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Project Name: Tout] Paniculate Sampling and Suffer and Oxygen Isoiopic Analysis 

Scope: A pilot study is underway to analyze a smali number of EML's filters for the sulfur and 
oxygen isotopic com position of the collected aerosol. In collaboration with the Universily of 
California at San Diego the analysts of the filters wouiri be carried out to provide tstformauon on 
the siourc-e of the su lfi.tr and 10 ehant^jerize (he ehtiniieal mechanism of formation of ihe sulfaltv 
If these analyses are positive, funding far a full-scale program will be initialed. 

Dates of Performance: Ongoing 

Pr&jeet Leader: Dr. Robert Leifer 

Environmental Measurements- laboratory (DOE) 
Telephone: 212-620-3626 
Email: mbert.leifeji@eml.doe.gov 

Project Name: Total Particulate Sampling and Radionuclide Analysis 

Scope: "Hie high -volume total particular samp to* is also used to assess atmospheric 
radioactivity. Specific radionuclide are analysed via high resolution gamma -ray spectromeiry 
using high -purity gemi&nium detectors. Results ave posted to EMI.- 1 ? homeland security web 
page (http://ww-w.emidoe.gov). Collaborative measurements are also being performed on some 
of (httse samples hy Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory using an ultra-low background 
facility in the attempt to dtatect any potential Am-241 from smoke detector debris. 

D ate 5 of Perform a u c e : Ongoing 

Pro] ect Le a der : Mr. Col i n San dcrson 

Environmental Measurements Laboratory (DOE) 

Telephone: 212-620-3642 

Eniai J : colin .sail derson@eml . d oe .go v 

DGE-5 

Project Name: Environmental Radial ion Measurement 

Scope: Beginning m October, 2001 > EM.L started continuous background radial ion monitoring 
02^ its roof using a pressurized ionization chamber. These real -time gamma exposure rate- data 
are posted eve;y minute on the EML's Homeland Security web page. Subsequently, these data 
have bten supplemented with realtime gamma -ray spectrometries measurements using a NaJ. 
detector mounted on the roof, The spectroscopic data arc also posted to the web site and can be 
used to distinguish (he source of any rise in background levds. 
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Dates of Perform a nee: Ongoing 

Project Leader: Mr. Colin. Sanderson 

Environmental Measurement b laboratory (DOE) 

Telephone: 21 2-620-3 

Ema i 1: colin , sandu* son@eml . dot. gov 

DOE-6 

ProjfrCl'Naroe: Aerosol Spectrometer Measurements 

Scope: In conjunction with New York University, EMI, is operating an aerosol spectrometer, a 
newly- developed device funded through the DOE Environmental Management Science Program, 
which provides an aerosol si jw- weighted intimate of tlose. Tills pilot ,tfud>' is directed toward ihb 
go fit ributi on o f ! ong- 1 i ved uul lonuehdes > speei fi cal ] y > th e sctimdes . An a ] y s i s o f rad ioacti ve 
species is planned via ICP/MS. 

Dates of Performance: Ongoing 

Project Leader; Dr. Isabel Ftsenne 

Environmental Measurements Laboratory (DOE) 

Telephone; 212-620-3643 

limail: i &es bd . fi s^nne@en] J . Joe . gov 

DOE- 7 

Project Name: Analysis of Aerosols from the World Trade Center Collapse Site 

Scope: The eolilapse of the World Trade Center (WTC) buildings created an cnormou.s collapse 
pi it which emitted intense plumes of acrid smoke and dust until rou[jhly mid -December, when 
the last spontaneous surface fire, occurred. As part, of the UC Davis Delta group we have, been 
characterizing aerosols collected from October 2 until late Oetober ai. a sire roughly I .S hn NNE 
of the World Trade Center collapse site. Particles were coiiecf&d by size (8 modes, %o 12 to 0.09 
micrometers diameter) and time (typical resolution of 1 to 3 hours). The result derived from 
sevfcn indespiisrwietrt' beam -based analytical techniques* showed (hai while- PMm and PM^ 24 hr 
values rarely, if ever, violated federal air quality standards, WTO derived plumes (hat swept over 
lower Matihattan Island over periods of a few hours had sharply elevated coarse, fine, an<f very 
fine parti cubic tevds. These plumes contained panicles mih unprecedented amounts of mass in 
the biologically important very fine modtf, 0.26 > D p > 0.09 micrometers. Composition was 
dominated by sulfuric acid, complex organic;; including PAHs and their derivatives, and glass- 
like silicon- containing aerosols previously associated with high temperature processes in coal 
fired power pi ante. The coarse modes above I micrometer contained finely powdered concrete 
with soot-like coatings and anthropogenic [j]&tals, bui link asbestos. This study shows the value 
of highly time resolve^ size resolved, and compos it io naif y resolved aerosol data in aerosol 
emission events lhai do not ma.teh the typical ambient aerosol patterns. In such .situations, the 
impaci on health cannot be derived from long-term epidemiological studies b\it must follow h 
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modd closer £Q aeutt industrial exposures. A person could, in a few hours, be subject to 
materials m anarmrrts and cotnposition that, they wouJd not have had to endure in years of typical 
conditions. While ihe WTC even! is hopefully unique,, (here- have been^ in the pasl 30 years, 
many simi.hr lyp&s of eve-Ms that deviate strongly from Sypical ambient conditions, including 
industrial accidents, major fjjes^ d^st storms and the Mt St. Helena eruption, that would have 
benefited from increased information on the unique aerosols. Particle- collection continued 
until lata Dccfci.fi ber 2001 . We art currently applying to N3EHS to characterise the aerosols 
collected in November and December 2001 . 

D at es of Perforata a c Ongo ing s imic October 2 GO 1 

V r oj eel. Lea d c r : Dc . G r aham Ren ch 

Center for Accelerator Mas* Spectrometry 
Lawrence Livennore National Laboratory (DOE) 
Telephone: M5-423-51S5 
Email: bcfLchI@l1id.gov 



DOE-8 

Project Name: National A imo spheric Reiease Advisory Center (NARAC) model ing of initial 
World Trade Center Plume 

St ope: The National Atmospheric Re I LNi.se Advisory Center performed dispersion modeling 
calculations of the World Trade Center initial plume efti&naUflg from CI round Zero on 9/1 1 . 

Dates of Performance: September - October 200 1 

Project Leader: Dr. Jim Eilis 

National Atmospheric Release Advisory Center (NARAC'} 
Lawrence Livenuore- National Laboratory (DOE) 
Telephone: 925-422-1808 
Email; dlis6@ilnhgov 



DOE-9 

Project Name: Detennining the Dust Composition Enveloping World Trade Center Workers 

Scope: The complex mix of materials at this World Trade Center Site makes assessrumt of the 
nsk of'dtfst exposure to workers a]S the more difficult. No single chemical test can teH of the 
ri.sk, as the hazard can depend critically upon the specific chemical compound present' ii\ the 
dust. Even a battery of tests can miss unexpected chemical compounds or elements. For this 
reason, PNNL's aizComal&ti single particle analysis was addtad to ihe UjoIs d ployed at Ground 
Zero. Special samplers worn for an en I ire shift integrate the exposure that flic workers 
encounter. We are ana Eyeing the samples using automated scanning electron micros copy with 
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simultaneous x-ray ana J y sis. This is providing nol: onJy the size and shape of the dust particles, 
bui also the precise elemental analysis of each dust particle. This make tt possible to identify the 
chemical compound that comprises the dust, which helps determiner its sources and likely health 
effects, if any . These workers Tirfc currently weaning extensive, personal exposure protection that, 
chey lacked earlier m the cleat* -up pjrojtxi. The dust sampled now should pymvidje msiglu ima the 
heavier exposures 1hat came earlier in the project (and via fugitive dust, all of NYC, even now). 
Our sampiera are very smaii (iie-pjn-ssied), called TAQ (Tiny Air Quality) monitors. Their 
conveniently small ske is possible because oxtr siflgte dust panicle techniques nequjre 1/1 000 'th 
the amount of sample of o!her techniques. This study is m conjunction with collaborators from 
Columbia University^ and John Hopkins University's Public Health Dep ailments (via Steve 
Chiilmd and Alison Geyh), who are conducting a long duration study of the exposure of WTC 
workers. They are looking for possible acute and chronic health effects. They use a variety of 
chemical teats of the dust, collected with their larger traditional 1l faimy»p«ok M /harness samplers. 

Dates of Performance: April J 5- May 10, 2002 (sampling), Analysis h ongoing 

Project Lender: Alex Laskin, Project Leader 

Environmental Molecular Sciences Laboratory 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (DO 15.) 
Telephone: 509-376-8741 
Etna U : ale* an der. t as kin @pn 1 . go v 



DOIM0 

Project Name; RAP Response 

Scope: To provide radiologic^ monitoring assistance at ground zero. On September 1 2, 2001 , 
Region 1 RA.P Team responded to the World Trade Center site at the request of the NYC DepL 
of Health. Purpose of request was to monitor for possible radioactive sources that were thought 
lo be in the towers at the time of collapse. RAP Team performed several air samples for airborne 
radionuclides at ground zero. All samples were analyzed and no airborne radionuclides were 
delected. No monitoring of RAP Tean3 members was performed eh her for acute or chronic 
symptoms. RAP Team also performed air samples for airborne- radionuclides as part of its 
normal services at the seene of any event. At Ground Zero, several samples wore taken and 
analyzed. The analyses showed no airborne r&dionulekles present. 

Dat es of Perform ance : S eptember 12-19,2001 

Project Lender: Sieve Cenlore 

Regional Response Coordinator 
Brookhaven Area Office (DOE) 
Telephone 631-344-7309 
Yi mai 1 : ceuiore@b n i . go v 
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i>OE-U 

P r oj eel Na me : Acute Ex p o s Lire G ui del tne Lev el s 

Scope: Toxicol ogists in (he Toxicology and Hazard Asjsfcssmcatt Group of Che Life Sciences 
Division at Oak. Ridge National Laboratory responded to requests and provided AeuU 1 ; Exposure 
Guideline Level Technical Support Documents to the Division of Environ etital Me a? Eh 
Assessment of the N&w York State- Deparime-nl of Health. Information concerning HFC and 
phosgene were provided in response to air quality concerns at the World Trade Center site. 

D ntes of F er f o r rca a n r Septe m ber n 2 00 1 

P roj eel J^e a d er : B arry B erven 

Oak Ridge National Laboratory (DOE) 
Telephone: 8G5-574-4521 
Email- be-rvmbft@oml.gov 

DOE-22 

Proiecf Name: High- Resolution Tracer Simulation* in Lower Manhattan 

Scupe: As part of the DOE ChiL-miftiiUJio logical Nonprol iteration Program! Los Alamos has 
developed the capability to simulate the dispersion of agents in the extraordinarily complex 

I en-am of urban environments. The capability includes not only the effect of buildings and other 

II terrain 11 but also (he. efforts of radiative healing of the hurt (Sings on lofting the dispersive agents. 
Recent ]y, we fiav*; begun to investigate dispersion pattens m Lower Manhattan. These 
simulation* are being conducted using the Los Alamos large -eddy model eft lied H1GRAD, and 
they are using realistic "topography" from Lower Manhattan, in addition we are working in 
collabor&uott with the US EPA wind tunnel facility in North Carolina to use their physical model 
of Lower Manhattan to validate our stain lations. 

Dates of Performance: Ongoing. 

Project Leader: Dr. Michael J. Brown 

Telephone: 505»fiG7»I788 
Email: mbrown@lanLgov 
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DOM 

Project Name; USGS Environmental Studies of the World Trade Center Area After September 
11,2001 

Summary: "Withm the first few day.? after the September 1 1, 200 1, attack on and collapse oflhe 
World Trade Ceater (WTC) towers, the U.S. Geo logic a] Survey (USGS) was askud by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Public Health Service to t-airy out, in cooperation 
with NASA anti the Jet Propulsion Laboratory ()VL), a remote sensing and mmeralogical 
characterization study of lower Manhattan around the World Trade Center site. The purpose of 
this requested study was <o provide as rapidly •&& possible information to emergency response 
teams about the contortions and distribution of asbestos and other materials in the dusts 
deposited around lower Manhattan after the September ] T. WTC building co Elapse. 

The Airborne Visible / Infrared Imaging. Spirometer (AVIRIS), a hype spectral remote sensing 
instrumeiit, was flown by JPL/NASA over the World Trade Center area oh September 16, 1 8, 22, 
and 23, 2001. A 2 -person USGS fieSd crew collected sweep samples of dust deposits anduirfaE) 
debris from more than 30 outdoor localities within a I -km radius of the WTC aile on the 
evenings of September 17 and 18, 2001 ; this samp ling occurred after a major ram storm event on 
September 14. Two samples of indoor dust deposits were eollccted (hat were presumably not 
affected by the- rainfall. Two samples of material co at ing a steel beam in the WTC debris close 
to Ground Zero were also col.lccied. The USGS field crew also carried out on-the -ground 
rtflce-tanc-c spectroscopy measurements during daylight hours Co field calibrate AVIRIS remote 
sensing data. Laboratory calibration and rectification of the AVIRIS da (a were done at 
JPI7NASA taboratories m Pasadena. Surfiiw: reflectance calibration, spectral mapping, and 
interpretation were- done at the USGS Imaging Spectroscopy Lab in Denver. The- dust, debris, 
and beain-in&wlation samples were analyzed for a variety of mincralogical and c hemic a] 
parameters using Reflectance Spectroscopy (RS), Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM), X-Ray 
Diffraction (XRD), chemicai analysis, and chemical leach test techniques in U.S. Geological 
Survey laboratories in Denver* Colorado. 

Preliminary results of the- study were- released, a* dictated by Federal government emergency 
response protocols, via the internet to envergeney response ieams on September !8 aod 
September 27, 2001. Afler September 27, limited additional work was done t.o ft]] in remaining 
data gaps, and the study was subjected to moce detailed peer review. Permission was received 
in November to release the web site to the public, which was done on November 27, 2001 . 

The full report of this study can be viewed at 

h ftp : g reef l wood . er. usgs . go v.'pub/open ■■ fi 1 e* rep o sis/o fr-ti 1-042 9/ 



December 



Appendix B 



Dates of Performance: Nearly all work was done within ihe ptnod from 9/] 4/01 to 1 ] .'"27/01 , 
Some minor new dasa characterization is occasionally being performed as 
new questions arise about the dusts. 

Project contacts: 

Roger N. Clark, rclark@usgs.gov 
Gregcuy P. Meeker, gm£fck&r@usg$ fc gt)v 
Geoffrey S. Plumbs gplumle«?{5j«sgs.g(>v 
Robert Green, rog@speotr a. jpf.nasa.gov 
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Department of Transportation - DOT 

DOT (ReJated Activity) 
Subject; Air Qualify Impacts of the September 1 1 lh Terrori&f Event 

Issue: Has the SepVembtT iV h tragedy affected air quality because of a shift of travel to surface 
transportation? 

FflWA Position: Based on the preliminary information we ha"ve been able to gather to 
date t there is no c J ear evidence that air quality has be=en affected due to changes m vehicle 
traffic patterns or vohumos. In fact, if s not yet clear whether there has been a notice sib hi 
increase in vehicle miles; traveted (VMS) due to the September U tragedy ontc other 
factory such as the economy, are taken into account 



Background: 

* Many complex factors influence air qualify, be hiding luiei-BorologicEil and chemical 
coftdrtkms, Because of this, changes in motor vehicle emissions do not result directly It] 
ehimge.* in the concentration of air pollutants in relation to heakh standards. 

+ In addition because of improved technology, increases tn VMT c!o not necessarily result 
m increased emissions. 

* Data for September .show tha! VMT decreased in 2001 from the $wrnc month in 2000. 
The presumed reason for this decline is ihti tonlinuing downturn m the US economy. 
This may change once data for October and November are complete. But preliminary 
data from 20 Slates for October only .show an approximate ] .6% increase of VMT over 
October of 2000 (which, in Hum, was lower than 1999 VMT). 

* Because emi Visions have betisi trending downward for the pasl several years despite 
mereasiug VMT, it is unlikely that a smuU increase in VMT compared io last year oan 
sigftificaatly affect emissions or ah 1 quality. 

« Regional air quality data from the national air monitoring network run by the States and 
EPA for the period of interest are yet to be released. As soon as the data complete quality 
assurance and are available we wjjt analyse them for a clear picture of whether there was 
any increase in Che number or severity of violations. We arc checking with EPA to see if 
they have done any .specialised analysis of the data. 

* Animal VMT versus annual motor vehicle emissions: 



1995" 



VMT (000,000) 



Total Oa-Road Mobile 
Source Emissions (1000 foils]} 




Sources: HP A National Air Quality Emissions Trends Report, 1999 and FH'WA Highway 
Statistics Series 1 995> 1996, 1997, 1998, and 1999. 
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Environmental Protection Agency - EPA 

EPA- 1 

Office of Air and Radiation Office of Air Quality and Standards (OAQPS) 
Pro} eel Name; Ate monitoring coordination, data assimilation* and communications 
Scope: 

* Initial Coordination of air monitoring efforts: Tht OAQPS, an he- request of EPA '5 
Emergency Responses Toana (ERT), assisted development of an air monitoring P' aw ^ n 
response to the World Trade Center disaster. Deployed monitors in the neighborhoods of 
kwer Manhattan md expanded the list of pollutants monitor^. 

o By September 19 tL \ four new air moiu coring sites were established on rooftops 

(within a 2-6 block radius of imp act zone) to sample for asbestos, continuous particles 
(PM2.5 through TEOMs) and 24-hr averaged PM10 (through g^avtmctKy). These 
new sites we*e operated by the NYDEC. 

o Additional gaseous compound and particulate matter sampling was conducted 

periodically by ERT contractors tn the immediate work zone areas (WTC and Staten 
Island}. 

o OAQPS staff also coordinated Iho deployment of Etd vanned and comprehensive air 
sampling conducted by NER.L (S« Task #EFA-3), 

* Assimilation of data and presentations: OAQPS developed the model for the website (Set 
Task if EPA -2} used by the A.gen^y to respond to questions abou( air quality related to the 
World Trade Center disaster. 

o Continue to help quality assure data put onto the website 

o Continue to work on the most appropriate ways to display monitored dai.a and 

articulate health messages for die public-, 
o Conducted a variety of analyses tracking Mew York City air qualify and comparing 

post- September U levels with pre-Septcmber 1 1 Scvels for different pollutants. 

* Communications support 011 health risks: In conjunction with EPA Region 2 (See Task 
#EPA-2) 4 OAQPS developed risk communications information for asbestos (dust and air 
samples), particulate matter (coarse imA fine- particles), PCBs, dioxins 1 lead, benzene, 
chromium, and metals. 

o Worked with EPA's Office of Rutt&ardi and Development and American Toxics 
Substance and Disease Registiy (ATSDR) ou developing fact sheets concerning 
health e-ffbets associated with air pollul-ants (i.e., PJvl> asbestos). 

o Worked closely with Region 2, EPA's Office of Communications, Education and 
Media Rehitiotts, and other parts of EPA to respond to numerous inquiries ftota 
■ national health and environmental group*, Concessional staff", citizens, the press, 
other Agencies, etc. 
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Dales of Performance: Initial coordination of air monitoring from September 14 - 21. 
Assimilation of data, presentations, ztnd communication support begart September 13 and 
continues to present, 

Cont act In form at i o u : Coordination - R i ch S ctiefie h (9 1 9 ) 3 4 1 -4 6 5 , sheffc . ridj@fcp a , gov 
Assimilation ■■ Fred Dimmick. (919) 541 -5537, dijTirxwck.iTed@epa.gov 
Communication - Debbie Stack! louse, (919) 541-535^ s (a ckb oust. deb b it@epa.gov 

EPA-2 

EPA - Region II 

Project Name; Ongoing air monitoring coordination, databases, ancJ communication.? 
Scope: 

* Coordination of monitoring of air k bulk dust, and water. Routine air momtormg being done 
for asbestos, PW2.5 mass, PM] mass, and volatile organic compounds. Interna Vtent air 
monitoring being done for PCBs, PA.Hh\ Dtoxms, Furaris, Lead, Chromium, and other 
metals. Bulk Dustt checked for asbestos. Drinking water in the area is checked for 
conformance wiih MCLs; ambient water and site discharge waters are- checked for 
comparison, to background cont&mmutjon. Air monitoring and anaiysis being done by HP A 
(See Tasks #EPA-3 and #EPA-6), Mew Y ork Department of Environmental Conservation, 
<md the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, 

* Maintain national and regional database. All data known to El PA on air, bulk dust, and waitr 
monitoring ajtd analysis is centralized in a database maintained by Report H. Monitoring 
information, and analyses from this data base fire available in the foim of dajjy to weekly 
reports on the EPA Response to September ! I website ait 

http : //www . ep a . go v/ wt c/mom losing, html . 

* Provide data, timeline information, and feedback on modeling for risk assessments being 
done by EFA's Office of Research and Development (See Task SEPA-ft). 

* Respond to public, Congressional, and press inquiries for data and information. While the 
EPA website provides up-to-date infonnation oia current and past monitoring resets for air, 
water, and bulk dusts and their health benchmarks, questions and reque&l s continue to pour in 
to the Regional offices. A!l requests are responded to through the Region IJ Conmiimi eat ions 
Division. 

Reports: 

Daily arid weekly reports are available at the EPA Response to September J I website at 
http : //www . cpa . go v/ wuVmondt oring . h tml . 

1) sites of Perform a noe; September El to present 

Contact Information: Audrey Galti.ia, (732) 906-6 SS7, ^a[iziLt.audrey@epa.gov 
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Office ofRtseareh aicid Development Nation a] Exposure Research Laboratory (NERL) 

Project Nit me: Air Vitality monitoring at and around Ground Zero - Chemical characterization 
of the ga&es find particles released from (he World Trade Center. 

Scope: 

* A network of Tour ambien! (outdoor) air monitoring sites was established to measure 
concentrations of gases and particles in lower Manhattan: 

o ITiree grouiuWevel T 1 tier sites (A, C, K} were located within 100-200 m of Ground 
Zero (the area immediately affected by and induding Shu WTC), 

a A tier site was located about 500 En from Ground Zero on the ) fi 1 * 1 floor balcony of 
the EPA Region 2 building a I 290 Broadway. 

* At the GraHftd Zero sites , battery operated equipment was ustd to collect ^22hr integrated 
samples of PM2.5 mass on quarts and Teflon filters. Continuous PM mass measurements 
were done by nepheio meter. Volatile organic carbon grab samples were collected using 
evacuated canisters. Bulk dust samples were aisu initially colEe-cted for physical/chemical 
characterization. 

* The ^O^j^M^Mm^^.^^ 13 powered and sampling equipment hie] tided integrated PM2.5 and 
FMKI mass filter sample^ particle size distribution and continuous mass monitors inducting 
an aeihdometer (elemental carbon) and nephelometer. A research grade sampler for semi- 
volatile organic carbon analysis was deployed during October anrt detailed organic 
characterization analysis was conducted on a subset of sample 5. 

* Filter samples are bring anaiyzed for gravi metric mass 1 elemental composition (by XRFJ find 
elemental and organic carbon concentrations. Seiected fiJter samples are being considered for 
PAH analysis through a grant arrangement now in review. AH NER.L data and analytical 
results are provided lo Region 2 for consolidation with other monitoring activities (Task 

* NERL provided addition^ equipment to Region 2 for the collection of samples for 
dioxin/furaji analysts. The.se samples were collected at 2 lhJ tier sites by Region 2 and sent to 
Region 7 {See- Task #EPA-6) for analysis. 

Dates of Performance: Sample collection at the ground £ero sites began 9/21/01 with a 
projected completion of 5/15/02. Sampie collection at the 290 Broadway site begazt 9/22/01 and 
was completed 3/27/02. No sampling was conducted at these sites 12/20-29/02; 1/30/02-2/8/02; 
or 3/27/02^/15/02. 

Reports: Mamism pts in P reparatio n: t) Conatritrationz and Comport km ofPMat Ground Zero 
and lower Manhattan after SapUwthftr If, 200 J - Alan Vctte, Mzitlhw Land is, Ronald Will tarns, 
Laura Webb, Thomas E] lest ad and Daniel Vallero. 2) Pofyaromatic Hydrocarbons (PAfhj and 
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otfiftr S$mi»VoiQUl£ Organic Compounds collected in N&w York City in r expands to the Events of 
9/1 J - Erick Kwaita, Len Stockhurger and Daniel Valkro. 3) VOCs if} Ambient Air mar th$ 
IVorld Trade Gaiter Site Robert Set la and William Lonneman 

Con ta ct 1 n form h ti on : Roy B. 2 we i di nge-r 1 (919) 541 -23 2 4 h z wtf i dingcr,roy @ep a . gov 

AJan VfcCte, (919) 541-1378, veite.*] au@eptt.gov 

EPA-4 

Office of Research and Development, National Exposure Research Laboratory (NERL) 
Project Name: Meteorological measurements and modeling supporting nsk assessment, 
Sc^pe: 

* Meteorological measurements were conducted by KKRL using instruments (2 SODAlt 
profilers ftttd a 10- m tower) situated along the Hudson Rjver (Pi ex 25) to capture- the- lower 
atmospheric oncoming wind profile and temperature difference^ when wind is from South 
through West toward North, toward lower Manhattan. These wind directions isro most 
frequent and they led to the transport of any emissions from ihc WTC n&covtry site Co tht 
nearest population iireits North ihrough East of lower Manhattan. 

* Data on wtnd speed, wind direction and turbulent mixing deplh will define outer boundary 
conditions for finer scale simulations of winds and poiJution Transport among the building 
surrounding ground zero. Tht&c moasuraaenls arc- being used to evaluate the performance of 
routine meteorological modding to ett&mme regional transport from the WTC recovery site 
as part of a June, 2002 risk assessment (Sec Task #EPA-8), 

v- A metropolitan scale wind and plume transport model, CALMET-CA.LPUFF, is being 
applied to characterize the plume from the WTC Recovery site from September 1 1 through 
December 2001 . The results of the plume modeling have bo-en depicted on a map of 
metropolitan New York City along with measured hourly* averaged PM2.5 data. This 
combined mfonnaEiOrt is being us til lo characterize where and when emissions were 
transported ami dispersed *nto the neighborhoods swoun ding the WTC recovery site. 

* In addition, <t derailed 3-D virtual model of (ill buildings of Sower Manhattan has been 
developed based cm a commercial database. EPA has significantly refined this database to 
include monitoring site hvformatioiiL and demolished building information so suppon refmed 
wind and pollution simulations thai are being planned and that will make use of both 
Compuiaiionai Fluid Dynamics numerical simulations and physical models to project WTC! 
pSunie dispmion (See Task #EPA-5). 

Dates of Performance: Meteorological monitoring began ] 1/8/02 and ended 5/20/02. Summary 
data and model results described above are now supporting the EPA NCEA assessment (Set 
Task #KPA-8} and have been provided to EPA Region II (Task #EPA-2). 
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Reports: 

* Manuscripts hi Preparation: 1 a) Evaluation and lb) Application of the CAL.MET-CALPVPF 
Dispersion Modeling System in the New York City Area for Estimating Plume Dilution 
Downwind of the World Trait & Center Rtcowry Site following September 11, 2001 - Robert 

* Gilliam and Alan Hi] her; 2) SODAR Profiles and Surface M&asurements for Characterizing 
thz Atmospheric Boundary LayvrNear the World 7Yad? Cenw Recovery Stie Following 
S$pfemfr$r 1 1, 200! - Robert Gilliam and Alan Huber; and 3) Characterising the Effect of 
Meteorology on Air Pollution in New York City Post September J I 2901 - Alan Huber> 
Robert Gilliam, Robert Kelly and Henry FeingersL 

Contact Information: Alan Huber, (919) 54 I -13 38, huber. alan@qjft.gov 



EPA-5 

Office of Research and Development, National Exposure Research Laboratory (NERL) 

Project Namo: Reeonsiniotion of Ihe DusiySmoke Plume- from the Collapse and Fires of the 
WTC - An EPA and BOHSI reeonslruction of the days following Septfrmb&r 11, leading To 
estimates of bumau exposures. 

Scope : 

* Contraction of a physical 1 '.600 scab iwodei o flow a Manhattan that will be used aji EPA's 
Fluid Modeling facility wind tunnel to simulate the WTC pluzne following the September 1 1 
attack. The experimentally determined airflows and conc&nlralion gradient, 4 ! obtained d Uriel (J 
the wind tiMnd simulation will be compared to an EPA Computational Fluid Dynamic 
(CFD) mod&l so it (CFD Model) can Chen b& used to simulate- a greater number of see;) ado*. 

* EPA's CFD results and work with the Environmental and Occupations J Safety and Health 
Institute (EOI-iSl) will be used to support the development and applications of a mode! 
estimation of huinau population exposures. 

* The combined EPA'TiOSHI modeling study will; 

o Devdop tsiiinaics of ±t temporal and spatiaJ extent and patterns of t.ht dust and 
snick* coneenlxations that tve-rt rttosed from the collapse of the Twin Towers, and 
the fsrus that burned for over three months at the site of the WTC. 

o Develop estimate of population exposures for individuals living and working in 
Southern Manhattan ai the imnii of the attack and during the- weeks to months (hat 
foliowed the attack on the WTC. 

o Develop series of population based exposure distribution functions for use in various 
time and spatial weighted risk assessments, and characterize individualized exposure 
within various spatial and temporal zones of influence during tilt period of rescue 
and/or recovery after the attack on the WTC, 
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o Develop a templctfe for exposure characterization for future coli Liberations with 
epi<tomo logical studies that are being designed by National Irt,s£it\ittts of 
Environment**] Health Science c^Eitesrs of excellence and other organisations. 

Dales of Perform £ see: A pi [in for these studies is being deydoped Work is (o be completed in 
lime to support the MCE A 2003 risk assessment (see task #EPA-8). 

Contact Information: A J an Ifuber, (919) huber.alan@epa.gov 



SPA - Region VII 

Project Name: Laboratory Analysis tif WTC samples forDioxins and fitrans 
Scope: 

* Ambient air samples (taken with High Volume atr samplers using PUF cartridges) were 
collected by Region II personnel from three sites in the Manhattan area and mailed to the 
Kc-gioii VII Laboratory. Two situ of dust samples from New York were also analyzed, one in 
latft September {3 samples) and one in October (5 samples). 

* Over 160 samples have been analyzed for D toxins and fur&ns by High. Resolution Ga.s 
Chromatography /Mass Spectrometry (HRMS) by Iho Region VII lab, Approximately 20 
samples were also analyzed for Aroelors, 

Reports: The data have been posted on the EPA Response website 
hup : // ww , epa. gov/ wtc/ monitor trig Jitml 

Dates of Performance: Sample receipt began iji October 200? and ihe last sample analysis w^s 
completed m .May 2002. 

Contact Information: Laura Webb n (91 3} 351 -5120, wobb.laura@epa.gov 



EPA-7 

Office of Research and develop men t, National Health and En won mental Effects Research 
Laboratory (NHEERL) 

Project Name: Topological Effects of Fine Particulate Ma iter Derived from Ihe Dfc&lrucxion 
of (hft WTC 

Scope: 

+ The Pulmonary Tox.icoiogy Branch /Experi mental Toxicology Division on September 
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2001 responded to a request from Kew York University vo collaborate in research efforts £o 
evaluate the potential health effects tif particulate matlerin the immediate aftermath of the 
World Trade Center dj paster. 

* The purpose of ihe research has been to contribute to the scieEitsfic under standing of the 
short »t turn health risks associated with partial late mau&r gcn&rated from the immediate 
destruction of the two to went. The research focused on flm 1 ; parties late mad.tr (less ihart 2.5 
microns in diameter), find not the larger, coarser particulate matter. The approach was to 
compare Ihe texiciiy of Ihe WTC particulate matter with the toxicity of other participate 
material of known varied toxicities. 

* Tlmee animal siudies on rtiiee wore conducted by EPA in Research Triangle Park, North 
Carolina, 1o examine- short "t£rrn respiratory effect of fine particulate matter using samples 
taken from the immediate vicinity of the World Trade Cemer on September 1 2 and 13. 

* The results of the unpublished studies indicate that the fine particulate matter can cause 
respiratory problems in animals at relatively high doses that could conceivably have occurred 
in workers or others m thtt immediate vicinity of ihe World Trade Cente] - . The respiratory 
problems observed included Jung inflammation and airway sensitivity to agents, which 
constrict breathing passages. The effects of long-term or repeated exposures to inhaled 
panicle* were not addressed in this research effort. EPA and others will use the results m the 
ongoing effort to evaluate any potential hmakh risks from Ihe World Trade Center dis raster. 

* A rigorous internal and externa? review of the data is being conducted a«d results will he 
iiutde available to the public as soon as possible following full Agency review. 

Dates of Performance: September 27, 2001 to present 

Reports 

* ftZA.Es^!^ Gaveti SH, Haykal-Coates N, McOee JK, Highfii! JW, 
i.^dbetter AD, and Costa DL. Toxicologies] Effects of 'Particulate Matter Derived from the 
Destruction of the World Trade Center on the Respiratory Tract of Mice. May, 2O02. 53 
pages. 

* Vh|ra lus L-rip1.a in Pr eparation: Chemkai and Physic a J Analysis of Particulate Matter Derived 
from Destruction of the World Trade Center for Use in Toxicology Studies. Dose -Response 
Relationships of Particulate Mailer Derived from the Destruction of the World Trade Center 
in the Respiratory Toxicity in Mice 

Com tii c t In forma lio ft j Am B ro wn, (9 i 9) 5 4 1 ■■ 78 1 8 , h to wd , arm @fcp a . go v 

Stephen H. Gav^u, (919) 541-2553, £&vd^ ephen@cpa.gov 
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Office of Research and Development, National Center For Environmental Aftsessm^ni 
(NCEA) 

Project Names World Trade Ceait&r Coikp&fr Risk Asscssm.cirt 
Scope: 

* in the weeks after the collapse, NCEA assisted OAQPS and Region II in preparation of Paci 
Sheets for PM Heahb Effects for EPA public website posting of PM data of Lower 
Manhattan and NYC. 

p Assisted Region li And ORD NERL in determining filing of air pollution monitors (Tasks 
jdfEPA-3 audi #EPA™4) m Lower Manhattan to augment data collection for risk evaluation of 
air emissions from Ground Zero 

* Assisted Region li in providing advice on health benchmarks used as criteria for evaluating 
potential hazardous exposures to air pollutants in low&r Manhattan arta (Task #EPA-2). 

* In November 200 J , provided a preiunittaj'y evaluation of then available air pollution 
monitoring data io ascertain if air pollution values for particulate matter or its sub- 
constituents (e.g., lead, other m&tals, diewsm, etc) or oth&r volatile organic compounds 
exceeded {a) typical background fc-veLs for NYC/other urban areas or(l>) h&a]fh benchmark 
values indicative of increased health risk for chronic exposure effects. 

* Provided inputs to NERL WTC plume modeling efforts (Task #EPA*3) to enhance potent t a! 
usefulness for heahh risk evaluations. 

* NCEA is currently preparing mart detailed nsk oval uation la in cluck discussion of NERL 
and other monitoring and modeling (Tasks #EPA-4) remits as well as NHEERL tonicity 
testing (Task #EPA-7) aj*d info rr nation related to other atr monitoring and health related 
tivaiualions 1 as currently available data permits. A second follow- on assessment will be 
produced one year later. 

Dates of Performance: September 27, 2001 to present 

Reports: 

* Risk evaluation to in dude discussion of monitoring and modeling results, toxicity testing 
Etnd information related to other air monitoring and health related evaluations (projected 
for June 2002). 

* Anticipated preparation of a more extensive evaluation of additional data to be included 
in a report projected to be available laie spring (April/May) 2001 

Co o ta ct I n fo r ma f ion : H erman G i b b, ( 2 2 } 5 6-4 ■■ 3 3 iA , gibb . h e r r nan@qi a . g o v 

Lester Gram. (919) 541-4173, grant Jesi.tr@epii.gov 
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EFA-9 

Office of Pesticide Programs (01*P) 

Biological and Economic Analysis Division (BEAD) 

Environmental Chemistry Laboratory (ECL) 

Project Nnm&: KPA support to OSHA in response to WTC 

Dioxiti and fur aw analysts of OSHA samples for worker safety 

Scope: 

* OSHA asked assistance of the OPP/BEAD Enviroitmentaf Chemistry Laboratory at Stennis 
Space Center, MS in the analysis of air sample for dioxiiitt and furans. The primary purpose 
was to tmsure (hat the proper respiratory protection could be provided foe people working on 
cleanup of the area. 

* OSHA coll toted air samples using samplers either worn by workers or fixed at a particular 
area at ground aero. 

* 8 field sampler and 5 cojicrol samples were sent lo JJEA.D/ECL for shon turn- around analysis 
from mid October (o eaily November. Results were reported fo OSHA iti 9 to 21 days from 
sample shipment by OSHA. 

.Dates of Performance: October 14, 2001 through November 26, 2001 

Couta e t lEtfer ma txo n ; EPA - Joseph Ferrari 0,(228)^88-3171, fcrrari o j o s cph@epa .gov 

OSHA - Wayne Potter, (SOI) 524-7943, wayiw.pfjfici@osha.gov 

Office of Environmental Information 

Project P^Hie: Ongoing database devdopmeni and website management 
Scopes 

* Developed and conUftue to maintain the WTC Mult i -Agency Environmental Monjioriug Data 
base to ftou&e monitoring daia collected by thirteen federal, stai^ ei(y and private 
organizations conducting monitoring at the WTC site. Developed data entry templates and 
protocols for each Agency (o submit their ttaia and provided interfile/reports these 
agencies cart access and use Che database in fheir dcrisaon-mnJting- The Data base currently 
coEitains hundreds of thousands of records Iron] environmental monitoring conducted at 
dozens of sites m ihe lower Manhattan area and surrounding environs. 

* In conjujiclioii with Region II, QAQFS, EPA's Office of Co tttmuni cation.*, Education, and 
Media Relations (QCEMR) and other program staff, developed and continue to maintain an 
extensive series of interactive EPA Website- posiiftgs so pwblac-ly display monitoring, results 
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for various constituents at the WTC site, ift chiding asbestos, parti cul ate moni£oE n mg a PCBs, 
dioxins* mtf^l^ VOCs and many more. These postings provided Xht public- with a 
"clickable" interactive map of n 11 relevant moniloring locations with data tables for each 
location showing the tabular daia results and narrative context to assist in the interpretation 
and understanding of results. Also developed the WTC KrivtroMajsper - an interactive 
mapping application that a J lows the user to select a geog]^aph.ic Socation and revive back 
information on all EPA monitoring conducted in that location, 

» Provided support to l^P A Region II and OCEMR to respond to public, congressional and 
pnvate inquiries t>ri siatus of monitoring activities a£ WTC sites. 

Cm\ ta c f Inform ati o» ; Debra V ill uri n (2 02 ) 5 66 -06 5 6 , WU^L^ca@SJ2a.gflv. 



Office of Coittmunjcatiuft, Education aud Media Relations 

Project Name; Ifciillh Risk Communis !kms 

Scope: 

* Coordinated efforts of the Office of Air Quaijty Planning and Standards (OAQPS), the Office 
of Pesticides, Prevent] on 1 and Toxic Substances (OPPTS), and other Officii to develop 
contextual language about the pollutants being monitored. 

* Worked with the Office of Environmental Information and Region 2 to provide the data and 
the context together on EPA 1 s WTC Web site {httJL^^ * a ensure {hat 
people viewing the data understand their meaning, particularly with respect to health risks. 

n Devdoped and continue to maintain the Web site for EPA's WTC information 

( hltp : //'www . epa.gpy/wt c/} . Provide editoriaE oversight for all mformalion published by 
Region 2 t OEI, and others. 

* Translated documents into Spanish. 

* Coordinated efforts of Region 2, OAQPS, GPPTS, and othors to respond to public inquiries 
itt the muHodiatc aftermath of September 1 1. 

Contact Information i Jeffrey t-evy, Office of Communication^ (202-564-9727), 
levy .}{.: ffrey @ep a . gov . 
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National Aeronautics and Space Administration - 

NASA 

NASA** remote sensing experti.se and measurement cap abilities supported activities with (he 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, EPA, and thfc city and state of New York during the 
aficmiaSh of the September 1 ! trage-iiy. A very real potential for 1 future cooperation between 
NA.SA and these Agencies exists in the area of niuJti- sensor data fusion and analysis, and tactical 
support with sate!Jite-based geographic information systems (GIS). In addition., N ASA imagery 
can convey the scope of such evtinls to deoisjon jEiaakctrs. 

Pol lowing 3S a brief listing of the specific md related activities and contacts: 

NASA-1 

The NASA Its spectral remote sensing AVTRJS instrument (Dr. Diane; WickJand, 
dwic-kiaii@iw ail, hqf.riasa.gov) completed a final flight over the WTC and Statesi Island area on 
S&ptcmber 23- Data fmm the flight were processed at JPL for Hr hot spot' 1 updates (Dr. Robert 
Green, rog-@maii2.jpl.nasa.gov) and ai USGS/Denver for analysis of the distribution of 
contaminants from the- debris (Dr. Roger CI ark, rclark@u^.go"v}, The AVIRIS data over the 
area was processed for 3 1 1 possible signatures of materials that the EPA is interested in 
identifying. Preliminary analysis by USGS of the plume indicated that asbestos was not it 
significant constituent of the plume. The USGS has tislablish&d a password proto:(ctf web site to 
provide appropriate access to the data. Ongoing. 



Related Activities: 

The Federal Geographic Data Committee's Civil Imagery and Remote S Losing Task Force was 
establisboi to develop a coordinated National Civil Inaagery Strategy for delivery to OMB and 
OS TP. The Task Force conmitttee members have elected Co- Chair positions to be f^led by Greg 
Snydwr of USGS and Roh Birfc of NASA.. Ongoing. 

The Spatial Technologies Industry Association and the Space Enterprise Council of the US 
Chamber of Co rumerce are co» sponsored a meeting on Homeland Security on November 8, 
2001 . NASA's Ron Si irk (rbirk@mail.fiq.nasa.gov) was invited to chair the panel on Issue* and 
Capabilities with key leaders from the Federal Agencies and the Private Sector, including Jack. 
Dangerasond (K5KJ), Larry Ellison (Oracle), John Copple (Spac^ Imaging), Miks Thomas {VP 
Lockheed Martin), Leo Haze I wood., SAIC along with representatives of Department of Justice 
EPA, FEMA, and OMB. 

NASA provided tcchnicitl support directly to FEMA. ESF5 in New York at mtttmgs of the 
PEMA disaster response team and serving as a consultant on use ft f remote sensing, The primary 
issues were the use of LiDAR to measure the extimi of (he debris field from (he World Trade- 
Center {WTC) and settling of tins debris. Several prtss rekastts from Regional Applications 
Center for the Tvorlheast ( www ,ra ot) (r-.org) acknowledge MAS A's ixmtribution of ay stoics 



B-23 



December 2002 



Appendix B 



en gmetfri n g support . Con! a 01. Dr. Bnj cc Da vs s (bru ce . da vls@ssg, naaa.gov}, an g;o in g . R efoen ce. 
NASA Press Release ftp://flp.hqjmsa.gOv/pub/pao/pfeasrftl/2001/0 

NASA coordinateci with !he NASA Regional Applications Center for the Northeast (RACNE) !o 
ftnafe.e design requirements far a virtual tour of the World Trader Center disaster ste. The virtual 
tour was delivered to the State of New York n Office ft* Technology. Pidtomfctry Interna! ionai 
provided the visuals al no tost. 

NASA's Dr. Bruce Davis provided prestations of first-hand cxpimcnois in providing NASA 
support to the response and recovery efforts for the 9/1 i attacks on the WTC These 
presentations were provided to the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) Homeland 
Security Working Group. Thfc J essoins learned and recommendations derived from NASA's 
experience arti being incorporated in individual Agency Homeland Security plans and have been 
recommended for incorporation m a Rand Corporation study, (bniot'-. davis@ssc.jiasa.gov) 
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National Science Foundation - NSF 



NSF-1 

Project Name: Analysts of aerosots from the World Trade Center collapse sit^ October 2 io 
October 3 1,2001 

Scope: The collapse of the World Trade Center (WTC) buildings # 2 (South Tower), it] (North 
Tower) and #7 erected ati enormous debris pile that emitted plumes of acrid smoke and dust until 
roughly imd- December, when the last spontaneous surface fire occurred. The investigators 
eolj^cied particles resolved by size (8 modes, 12 (o 0.09 mieromtf!ffis diameter) and time (typical 
resolution of 1 to 3 hours) from October 2 uniii late December at a site roughly 1 .8 km NNE of 
the collapse site. Samples from the period October 2 through October 30 were analyzed using 
seven tfldcpcfldcfit beam-based analytical techniques. The total mass measured confirmed EPA 
24 hx measurements indicating thai PM3 and PM2.3 mass and lead standards were not violated 
during this period. However, well-defined WTC derived plumes of particles hail unprecedented 
amounts of mass in the biologically important very fine mode, (1.26 > Dp > 0.00 micrometers, 
dominated by sulfuric acid, complex oi'ganics, and glass- like silicon containing aerosols. The 
coarse modes particles (size above 1 micrometer} were ftneEy powdered concrete and glass with 
a nthropogfcikic-alli 1 " derived coatings of metals and soot. WTC ptumc intensity decreased 
markedly during October. 

Dates of Pcrt'tirm&ttc*: October 2-31 {samples were collected through mid -Dec ember but so 
far not analysed) 

Note: There is a follow-on projeei. with the American Lang Association studying indoor air usiug 
the same techniques, same investigator, May 9 - circa May 31 2002. No results are available- ye*. 

Contact: Thomas A. CaMfl, Professor of Atmospheric Sciences and Physics, Emeritus; Research 
Professor, College of Engineering, University of California, Davis, phone: 530/752-4674, fax; 
53CJ/732-9B04, email: tecahil l@ucdavis.edu. 



NSF-2 

Project Title; M'easuremenl.s of panicle- Emissions from The World Trade Center site in New 
York City 

Scop^; lilts research addresses questions on the parti ok transport from ihe World Trade Center 
(WTC) site through the deployment or state- of- the* art instrumentation to measure- the emission 
and resvrpension of particles into the atmosphere. It is planned to cotvduoi. the study over a ten- 
day intensive field observaJiou period at the WTC site and the surrounding region of the greater 
Mew York City area to measure the flux of panicles from the site and the vertical and horizontal 
extent of the aerosol plume. At the site, a combination of turbulence .sensors, including Particle 
Linage V*!oeimetty (PIV), Holographic PJV and sonic anemometers mounted on a telescopic 
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profiling lower to continually measure the shear stress and !he concentration ;Jnd flux profiles of 
par tides from the surface- up to 10 m above ihe Kite. A scanning elastic Iidar system will be 
deployed to measure at high resolution (1.5 m) the relative concentration of panicles in the Uwer 
atmosphere (range up So 7 km). The hdai wiiJ be deployed both ttiaar the sue and a(. sites yet to tie 
identified in the greaier NYC area. The litter system will be calibrated using the concentration 
measurements obtained from the PIV systems. An analysis of I he fillet data colieetod will be- 
conducted to identify relationships hereon weather eon di! ions (e.g, h wind shear stress h smiistblt 
beat flux) atad the magnitude of the surface flux of particles and the extent of the transport into 
the atmosphere. 

Dates of Performance! March f 5, 2002 - March 14, 2Q03 

Contacts: Marc B. Parlange 1 Professor, Geography and Environmental Engineering, Johns 
Hopkins University; phone: A ] 0/5 (6-6042, Ux- 4i 0/5 ] 6-8996; email: mbparlange@jbu.ediu and 
J oseph Katz, Professor, Department of Mecbanica] Engineering, Whiting School of Engineering, 
Johns Hopkins University; phone: 41 0/S 16-5470, fax; 410/516-7254; emaiJ: 
katz@ti tan . m c . jhu. ed u . 



NSF-3 

Project Name; Exploratory Research on the Environmental Impact of the World Trade Ce-iUer 
Attack on Sediment Quality and Dynamics hi New York Harbor 

Scope: With this Small Grant for Exp I oratory Research, researchers at the University of 
Massachusetts at Boston are investigating the environmental impact of the World Trade Center 
terrorist attack on September 1 1 , by studying the chemistry and mineralogy of sediments 
of New York Harbor. The studies wiS! determine whether atmospheric and storm- water inputs of 
dust, debris, and contaminants can be used with radiotracers £o identify and characterize an 
event 'related strati graphic imprittt, assess impacts on sediment quality, and characterize spatiai 
aspects o f s ed imerUat t o n - 

Dates of Pei'formance: February 3 , 2002 - January 31, 2003 

CuniacC: Dr. Curtis Gl sen, Professor, Department of Environmental, Coastal, mil Oeean 
S c i en ces , Uni vers i ty of M as sa chuset( Boston ; phone : 617/287-7 440 ; fax : 617/287-7474; 
email: eiu^.is.olsen@umb.edts. 
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National Institutes of Health / National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences - 

NIH/NIEHS 

Ufijvmity I'rnjcLi TieIes Pi iLi^ipul hveat^giil^r ConlMt InfoTnintLnn StLuly [rifemv-AliGh Research Typr 
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Committee on Environment and Natural Resources {CENR): 
Subcommittee on Air Quality Research 



The CENR i& charged with improving coord mafj on among Federal agencies involved in 
environmental and natural resources research and development esitabJishlng a strong information 
Lraii^fer link, between science and policy, and duvt toping fi Federal environment! ttiui natural 
resources research and development strategy that responds to nations £ and international issues. 
There are five research subcommittees under the CENR: 

* Air Quality 

* Ecological Systems 

* Global Change 

+ N atural Di saitcrr Red u e[ km 

* Toxic* and Rj&k 

The Air Quality Research Subcommittee has articulated two msjor goals in its Strategic Pfrn: 

* to enhance the effectiveness aad productivity of U.S. air quality research and 

■ to improve information exchange between research and polity on air quality issues, 
including tut scientific knowledge biiSR for air quality standards and assessing 
compliance 

The Air Qualify Research Subcommittee is eochaired by DOCNOAA, DOE and EPA. Din 
/YlbriJiw nf E)OC'NOAA jkhvcs as Jk-ienee coeiuu'r liie Subcommittee, which includes 
representative from the following departments and agencies: 

Department of Agriculture - Agricultural Reaezireb Service 

Dejttilmem of Api culture - Cooperative State Research, Education, am"3 Extension Service 
Department of A grit ulty re - Malum! Resources Conservation Service 
Department of Agriculture - \.l.S. Forest Service 

Department of Commerce - National Inslifcule of Standards and Technology 
Department of Commerce - National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminisliciitmn 
Dep artrncnr o f Dufem e 
Department of Bnergy 

Department of HtaSlli find Human Services - Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Department of Health and Human Services - National Institutes of Health 
DepartmeEK of Housing and Urban Development 
Department of Stale 

Department of the Interior - National Park Service 

Department of the Interior - U.S. Gcw logical Survey 

Department of Transportation - Federal Aviation Administration 

Department nf Transportation - Federal Highway A dmini siratioii 

Environmental Prntet-rion Agency 

National Aeronautics and Space Ad mi nisi rat ion 

Natioiuil Science Foundation 

Office of Management, md IJ^dgef 

Office of Science and Technology Policy 

Tennessee Valley Authority 
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Iffttte Bikjftti thert E prwidt y^U wtth th?i irTtcjrTnisijDn n^Cfiir^K) 37 tally's frtrpL>^jft^; , ■ rTHf bring. This 
informality nipptips $xtn5b.-rz\nnfrti a^Tj^rriftfl el 7he A^tnty itvil*. You wil! btrre as you rp-vit^ ir 
than this m formation shttuy lifted 3p y^utr jnTcrpal ■ ">„ 

1. AH utflternerifEB tbt ndeirJpi] s^nLhld bo: dpflrcO thr^^h Jhfl WSC brcftiffl JJiay atfl fHltoie&ci. 

2. r CtfrrtjTE£s?tJhftl t; G r-UJ<t V.. 1 rt^ p ftrrc-EJ ;[";■ fKtuBstS rof briErfrng^ sriDufcf be c-DDn^inErted thn>L>ph VtfviK 

3. - DC*T mdjpmew fritt wirsutitt-w u.n, *i ir pp^it ^fr tic opaned mcrvetnt^t a/ psssnngws In 
pianos thBT wflfY cfcv<iru^i ^ursny trrrjjck, a^ti it- Bitov* The altfirwK to rwsva a twnsln sjrauini r*( 
tnmr Whji^^iL fctht* *VTp(?rtS.. Tbft fiCI^E i.V tc flftitfLjfifJy bngm commerce I IrtfTfc a^aari 
£*n*!!l^mrt trsmtMft^v, u/Ehuuph ThiJt Mtt r^if bfcfc* tyflt^zmiMftnJ dc-flr-ji^y, Nftifunc^t^i hfttft rational 
fljpfrc* Titrt ihf ■U.S./^m a?n*tp ^suiMfi&p wil? Ji^ Eunsidffrtcl ori ^ tusj.-bytttst SflJeili, latins " mtl 

4. EiAJ is conXTflTJiniJ the "i^atMtfl" a? PfliflXlJ inv&^T^tivp flirts ti> dsY^ fvilh iym&D ri'.^itd 

Viz Of. criy btvTsbiAg ar^jJ the fma W^rJrt Tr-hdv: C^or c=plftpt^vtj, \wj^BTheTt vpctl^ T^itffccTj; w'^^i 
2d friovr.'. of Ifys ciri™?;. An Z^OJ 3^r^^, incluriin^ thn P-lxtusu t-Ttttphs. t!i£:A JTJ^ (ire 
in^tvncS ir? The ifV^^iii^n. 

ju^ndinig th^m ^fi Nirw'Yiiti; ^^v^ r'^rariwyLvsn-i^. In t*dc5iri-nri P CPC co-rnJuEtrnrg h riiKftEKt 

^ri4isst5 btlT ^iji .^^^Bn^JIl5. , for itifim HftwH-^'sr, :>vev are. espfcid^Fry confi^^iyc sboui fflp Wujji Js/itr 
viflK sprwjjrfing frctlf^ rwtCJUiltira ^no plsgut ^tt>iti iBtP, KH£ ultfis ijrgljiiflis^ ttiftfll "ihert is ri$ bl^cid 
^Univa^ NYC] Jit qhiin tfrn«, ui h&p prr?inr]5 Eirturr fctf&orf dm?liETi5 [Jo^ri u>t <iriE *j) 
hccbimt: rsuctLSBary. 

fj. C^^A k woricinp tn rfciswn ^df^i[^Tl■^^^ Mrfi hftft in NrC ASAP. Ltndts f'jfls nnsi ^hnt 

^ffljift Ibat liic^e Jno^d k: wnsvlJ^TitMi wii.^ EPA sef<fflf ItftV r*ofJ«^Tiy^ OtflW^P tftTjftnnitif. 
vvh^hwr b> cri'KUlftlion Sy^Erns wiFl puf| iri sir itany ^LnitiTSe, RiCSrjan ^ is J^ftitig fiPt^^J &) This 

"7. iniji^^ltc tK^jt. b(A E V tof-EcrSl afn^oyT-^fi r^vc bMn ncCnuTiteii tcn-(rt \s untflaw 

^^EThB. r tJili inESijflci t"OJ>, btn: il v*-uvk\ Rlc^El3r , 3*^. Ha«llh and otbe' [rnxjr&rite flsirrtji mg^fl 
■T^.-gl ftm^in^i^ iwtJ! b& e.xpcdiinri &y m^yrwntv carTieri. This CRf^biTKiii F^citrB^ C^smpa^r- will 

F^tlKrUl a^e^ciKi wifl be <VMrMiad nboyV tfv av^il^bflitv f f (frJrvp i^r vmpfbywi* wiihr^sf id rt&rtffEE 
hlt&ci. Any nenEssfier^' ssciurhv tlfl^r^ntYt fw Tm^tk i^r.^ptisp nyurk wrJI Eap-cdtltsJl. T>lti prime 
LxtrhtiuTT Lrt OPM Lj. ^r.rr.Vtn CoVwh (or Fnn\ Conw^yl 00^-1000. 

torwaj^iemtt mivmBTinnal Travel it fxjrftii^^!,. bUl Dn!y iT ismplayees ira wiling &ru ruiiT di^tntid tucjf^ 
I rJ^fi ^b^i'dre fin 5^rne C7f t^iir if yiu fienrS ijri-firtigffial infyrm^Tjbr:, 
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1 . Did the ]"G consult with CEQ and ssek your authorization to release the CEQ emails. 
Yes. 

J f further mfo needed: 

Once we understood that the I.G had made an independent determination to release its 
own deliberative maieriai concerning EPA's interaction with CEQ and other agencies in 
the after maJh of Sept. I I th , we decided to authorize their release of these two emails. An 
importani factor in reaching this decision was thai much of the substance of these two 
emails had already been released or referenced by fhe 10 in its initial report of August 
2003 (CEQ was not consulted with respect to those eniails and their initial release of the 
August 2003 report). 

2. Has CEQ considered re leasing all documents and emails concerning tins matter? 

CEQ has engaged extensively with national and regional media on the objectives we 
were trying to achieve in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks. We have repeatedly 
reiterated that fhe health mA safety of the local population was always our foremost 
priority. 

As we have not yet received any formal request, we have not considered releasing other 
deliberative material. We have a high threshold for disclosing "deliberative 11 material 
under FOIA, or otherwise, because in instances of responding to national emergencies or 
of developing important policies we know that executive branch employees need to he 
free to communicate candidly. 

3. Are you concerned about withholding other entails and documents (and deliberative 
material) con ceruing air quality post 9/1 1 because you have something to hide? 

CEQ has engaged extensively with national and regional media on the objectives we 
were trying to achieve in the aftermath of the terrorist attacks. We have repeatedly 
reiterated thai the health and safety of the Soeai population was always our foremost 
priority. 

Hie principle of protecting deliberative material holds for the executive branch, no matter 
which party holds the White House. 

4. What did Mr. Thenisfrom mean regarding political candidates with an ax to grind? 
We do not know to whom he was referring. 

5. What do you think these emails reveal about CEQ's heavy-handed involvement? 



By law, CEQ has the responsibility for advising the President on environmental matters 
and for assisting in the coordination of federal progams related to environmental quaiity. 
CEQ engages in these activities on a daiiy basis. At that time- of national crisis, 
Admini strati on officials had every reason to expect CEQ to actively 
coordinate environmental matters r dated to the- response. 

The emails absolutely reinforce that CEQ was fulfilling its assigned responsibilities to 
coordinate with agencies throughout the government on environmental matters related to 
the September 11 attacks. They reinforce the appropriate roie and conduct of CEQ in 
the context of a national emergency to improve the quality of communications to the 
affected population, - and that the communications wens done collaboratively across 
agencies with all parti es providing expertise and input. 

As you recall, the days after September 1 1 th were incredibly hectic, and the health and 
safety of the local population was always the utmost concern. CEQ coordinated 
communication^ the substance of which has been validated by all concurrent and 
subsequent testing and monitoring. 

6. Why did Mr. Thernstrom in Sept 2002 state that bis office said it was not appropriate for 
him to be interne wed by the IG? 

As you will see from the December 2002 interview with White House Couriers office, 
Kyle Sampson and us the IG report confirms, there is a broad reluctance to make White 
House employees available to any single agency's IG. And that practice applied in this 
case, 

I J does not appear that other agencies were actively engaged by the IG in analyzing their 
roles and contribution lo this whole process, yet that they were key contributors in the 
formulation of press documents. 

7, What about the allusions of shouting matches and professional tension between Mr. 
Thern strom and Ms. Kxeisber? 

The email communication shows the individual and collective concern thai everyone 
shared for the safety and well-being of the people of New York. The fact that there was 
tension amongst, human beings following the unprecedented ( errors st attacks on otir 
country should come as no surprise in that, context, Despite allusions to a tense working 
relationship, the documents released today contain absolutely no evidence of impropriety 
in terms of the quality of communications generated by the federal government in that 
time of national emergency, 



Response to NYT email: 



t . out of context. Understand her desire to use the politic*] quote, but would only be fair to 
include quotes from the email hi which the sender (Sam J was asking thoughtful 
^iscstiorss, 

2. Tension betw&cn two people during s time of national crisis is entirely ordinary - didn't 
change the fact that the highest priority was the safety and wd! -being of the people of 
NY and that CEQ coordinated with the agencies to provide the most accurate and reliable 
mfonnation as quickly as possible to the people of Manhattan, 

3 - City - cross jurisdi cti onal i ssu e . . . 



Perino, Dana M. 




From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 



Jennifer 8. Lee [jenny@nytinries.com] 
Thursday, October 09, 2003 2:04 PM 
Perino, Dana M. 
RE: hey there. 



the original documents that the OIG report is based on. lots of details, here is the 
summary . 

- The chief of staff at E.P.A., Eileen McGinnis, had to urge the head of the White House 
Council on Environmental Quality, Jim Connaughton, to ask his staff to "lighten up." 

- There were "screaming telephone calls" over E.P.A.'s press releases between Tina 
Kreisher, an associate administrator , and Sam Thernstrom, an official with the White House 
Council, according to Ms. McGinnis. 

- Ms. Kreisher, who now works as a speechwriter at the Department of the Interior, said 
she "felt extreme pressure." 

- Mr. Thernstrom objected to the agency putting raw data on a public Web site, fearing 
that the information would be taken out of context and "easily misunderstood and 
mischaracterized by political candidates in the city who have an axe to grind, " as he 
wrote in an e-mail sent to Ms. Kreisher on Sept 25, he said, "I think you only leave 
yourself more open to their attacks by giving them more ammunition." 

- In an interview, Ms. Kreisher also said that Mr. Thernstrom that should let New York 
City put out because the city was working on that, but city health officials said "they 
were not aware of any agreement or understanding concerning this philosophy." 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20460 
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Octobers, 2003 

Phil Cooney 
Chief of Staff 

White House Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place 
Washington, DC 

Subject; Transmjttai of GIG Workpapers 

Dear Mr. Cooney: 

By tetephone today, you asked if your office could receive copies of Off fee of 
inspector General workpapers, previously reviewed by your office, which relate to 
Chapter 2 of this Office's evaluation report, "EPA's Response to the World Trade 
Center Coltapse: Challenges, Successes, and Areas for Improvement/ 

Copies of the workpapers refated to the Council on Environmental Qualify are 
enclosed. These were released under the Freedom of Information Act on 
Tuesday, October 7, 2003. 

Please feel free to contact me at 202-566-0665 it you have any questions. 
Si/icerely, 

UU't r... c / //dci<^ y 

Helen A, Mollrck 
Deputy Counsei to 
Inspector General 



■TltiTTlfii £o"() Hi! !tt 'i i^lL.': * .■WWW VffrJ v^V 



Title - Coi^rttnco With The Former r=ead 0:£ r.:?A' s OtiiCtt Public 
Affairs 



To obtain the perspective of the fori-ier h^sd of thfr Ago-icy' s 
Office of Public Affairs to El FA ' ^ responds t:o the. World Trade 
Cont.fr r (WTC) disast&r ^nd what staps might, foe taken to improve 
the Agency's r^spor.se to future dissstsrs, 



persons Fr^sant At Conference* - 

Tina Krefsher, Speech writer, Office or the Secretary , United 
SVat.es Departjne^t of the Interior; former Associate 
7ktoii*-is-t rator f Or rice of Co^uni cat ions t Education, and 
Media ReI«fL.icn.s (tne predecessor to E;FA' s current 
Office of Public Affairs) ; 202-206-5338 

Rick B&ussft, Director for Program Evalua^-i on , Air Quality 
Issues, EPA, 01G, RTP 

Chris [i^nlap, Auditor, EPA, 01 G, RTP 

SThtt conference lasted approximately two hours, 
Mr, Beusse had to leave the con :^;te^:.e shortly 
after the first hour to meet another coiruid.tment . ] 



Location And Date ™ 

The oonf erenc:e wa^ held on August 2B, 2002, in 
Ms, Kreisher/'s office, Room 6219, in the Department of 
the Interior Building, located at 1(M3 C Street MM, 
Washington, DC. 

On September 13, Mr, Dun lap telephoned Ms. Kr either to 
discuss a follow-up nesting (see workpaper A2a2 .for a write-up of 
this telephone conversation) - Vzior. to this tiidephone call 
Ms, Kreishesr had not mentioned the? role played by the 
Administrator's Chief of Staif, Ms. Eileen McGinn is, Mr, DunJ,ap 
i-imerjoed "he origi^I writ^up zo describe this role. 

Jn September 2^ whiles in the? District or Co lunr^ia for 
another purpose. r Mr. Dun lap ah owed Ms- Kreisher printed excerpts 
of all statement a that, were attributed to her, as the write-up 
was th&n written. Hs- Kreiftber sdd^d a few clsri lying words to 
several thought *- r priir-ariiy concerning the actual practices thst 
w&re followed wh^n cosiL-riunicating with the public. She reaf f i rimed 
sll statements aT.tribur.sd to her as they «rs now static; in this 
write-up. 
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Scope - 



The OIG representatives asked Ms. Kreisher about the role 
that was played by her former office (EPA's Office of 
Communications , Education, and Media Relations - OCEMR) in 
response to the WTC disaster and what steps might be taken to 
improve the Agency's response to future disasters . 



Background - 

Before the meeting, the OIG representatives interviewed 
Mr. Joe Martyak, the current Associate Administrator for EPA's 
Office of Public Affairs (Ms, Kreisher' s successor). During this 
interview the OIG representatives asked to see all files 
pertaining to the September 11 terrorist attack in New York. The 
OIG representatives were informed that all these files had been 
boxed and were in a storage room. One of the OIG representatives 
subsequently went to the storage room with Mr. Martyak' s 
assistant and looked through three boxes of records which 
contained information on the September 11 attack as well as 
information which did not pertain to this attack. The records 
were not organized. Relevant information was mixed with 
irrelevant information. The OIG representative attempted to cull 
all documents which pertained to the September 11 terrorist 
attack. All of these culled documents could be contained in a 
single Pendaflex hanging folder which is the type of folder 
commonly placed in regular file cabinets- After duplicate 
documents were removed, the height of all remaining documents 
was less than an inch. These documents were subsequently 
reviewed and several of these documents formed the basis for some 
of the OIG representatives' questions, as will be noted below 
when appropriate. (See/ r wofkpape'r~ w A2-a-l for copies of these 
documents.) / , ^ ~ 
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Details (information obtained from EPA' s former Associate 

Administrator iri response to the OIG representatives 
questions) - 



1. Before September 11, OCEMR maintained continuous 
contact with the White House Communications Office 
which was headed by Karen Hughes. 

2. Ms. Kreisher' s contact with the White House . 
Communications Office was Mr. Scott McClellan. 

Ms. Kreisher was not familiar with the organizational 
structure of the White House Communications Office and 
did not know whether he worked directly fojfe Hughes. 

3. Standard operating procedures before September 11 were 
for representatives from each cabinet communications 
office to discuss potentially significant news events 
during a daily morning conference call. Each 
communications office was given the opportunity to 
discuss breaking news events in their department/ 
agency. The purpose of the conference call was to keep 
the White Communications Office from being surprised by 
a significant news event, and to allow the offices to 
coordinate their responses if more than one office was 
likely to be asked about the event. 

4. After September 11, a more formal coordination 
structure was established. 

5. This formality was reflected in an email which an OIG 
representative located in the files discussed in the 
Background Section of this work paper. The email, 
dated September 12, 2001, stated: 

a. "All statements to the media should be cleared 
through the NSC [National Security Council] before 
they are released." 

b. "Congressional contacts/responses to requests for 
briefings should be coordinated through White 
House Leg. Affairs." 

(See Attachment 1 to this write-up) 

6. According to Ms. Kreisher, after September 11, Jgach 
cabinet communications office was assigned an 
additional 'contact person (Ms. Kreisher continued to 
work with Mr. McClellan) . Mr. Sam Thernstrom was EPA' s 
additional ' contact (Mr. Thernstrom was also the contact 
for the communications offices of OSHA and at least one 
other entity) . 
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Ms- Kreisher indicated that she needed to keep 
Mr- Thernstrom informed about all news pertaining to 
September 11. She referred to Mr. Thernstrom as "White 
House concurrence - " 

She sent all press releases about the terrorist attack, 
and all related web site information to Mr, Thernstrom 
and Mr, McClellan, 

Ms - Kreisher indicated that the intent of the White 
House Communications Office was "to coordinate info, 
not suppress it." 

Ms- Kreisher did not know exactly whom Mr, Thernstrom 
consulted, or the extent of his consultation, but she 
understood that: 

a. he initially showed all press releases to a 
representative from the National Security Council; 

b. he worked with Dr. Condoleezza Rice's press 
secretary; 

c. he would "run the press releases through" whomever 
needed to see them; 

d . after three or four weeks , he no longer needed to 
show all press releases to a representative from 
the National Security Council - 

A press release could not be issued without 
Mr. Thernstrom' s approval for a three or four week 
period after September 11- However, information may 
have been posted to EPA' s WTC web site without his 
approval during this time. 

No other approval was necessary except an OSHA 
representative's approval was needed on one press 
release that was issued jointly by EPA and OSHA. 
Ms. Kreisher could not remember the name of the OSHA 
official who approved the final -wording in the press 
release . 

Mr. Thernstrom used to work for the New York Department 
of Environmental Protection . 

Mr. Thernstrom helped make the decision that EPA would 
use the OSHA standard for asbestos. 
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Initially New York City officials wanted to control the 
monitoring information in the sense that they wanted to 
post all the information on their Veb site. Initially, 
we agreed, but it soon became clear that EPA needed to 
be the focal point for getting information on to a web 
site . 

EPA' s Administrator made it clear that one of her prime 
objectives was to get the web site up. 

Ms. Kreisher indicated that if you took your time to 
put information on the web and waited until every bit 
of information had been double checked, very little raw 
data would be released. >jv 

Ms. Kreisher left EPA shortly before Christmas [by this 
time EPA had issued nine press releases, including a 
joint release with OSHA] . 



In most instances, she made the decision what / 
information would be included in the press releases, 
with the concurrence of Chief of Staff Eileen McGinnis. 
However, some information was suggested by OSHA, some 
by Mr. Thernstrom, and some by various EPA officials, 
including a number of Region 2 officials . 

Ms. Kreisher believes Ms. McGinnis discussed the 
content of EPA' s press releases with Mr. Jim 
Connaughton, Chairman, Council on Environmental 
Quality . 

Overall, most of the information that was included in 
the briefings probably came from Region 2 officials . 

Ms. Kreisher indicated that the press release process 
related to the WTC was "press release by committee." 

When asked who specifically told her to write the first 
press release, Ms. Kreisher replied: 

a. The Administrator said let's get it out; 

b. Ms. Kreisher "knew the message; the go ahead was 



c. Ms. Kreisher said that the Administrator probably 
saw the final version, but Ms. Kreisher does not 
know this for a f act ; 

d. The Administrator did not "sign off on it." 




there 
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The OIG representatives showed Ms. Kreisher three 
records which had been retrieved ftom the area used by 
EPA' s Office of Public Affairs for storage (see 
Attachment 2 to this interview write-up) : 

a. 'a one-page email from Mr. Thernstrom, dated 

September 14, 2001; 

b. a two-page draft of EPA' s third press release, 
dated September 14, 2001 (this draft may have been 
one of several drafts) ; and 

c. a copy of the one-page, final version. cpf- this 
press release which was issued on Sunday, 
September 16, 2001. 

An OIG representative made the following observations 
to Ms . Kreisher : 

a. Mr. Thernstrom' s email suggests that Ms. Kreisher 
delete a sentence in the second paragraph of the 
draft: "strike third sentence ('The concern 
raised')''. In fact, the following sentence was 
deleted from the draft's second paragraph: 

"The concern raised by these samples would be 
for the workers at the cleanup site and for 
those workers who might be returning to their 
offices on or near Water Street on Monday, 
September 17, 2001." 

b. The first sentence in the draft was changed. The 
following clause was deleted from the draft: 

" . . . recent samples of dust gathered by 
OSHA on Water Street show higher levels of 
asbestos in EPA tests." 

In the draft, this clause had been preceded by the 
clause : 

"while the majority of air and dust samples 
monitored at the crash site in New York have 
not been of concern ..." 

This clause was changed in the issued press 
release to read: 

"the majority of air and dust samples 
monitored at the crash site and in Lower 
Manhattan do not indicate levels of concern 
for asbestos . " 
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Ch Mr r Them strom app^K'^ to have; written two 

sentences in the first:, paragraph ef the issued 
press release; 

'The new samples confix previous reports 
t.h&t ambient: air quality Tfie^ts OS HA standards 
and consequently is not a cause for public 
concern, N&w 03 EiA data also indicates that 
indooz air quality in downtown buildings will 
meet standards 

c.i, Mr. Thexn strom appears to have; written the second 
paragraph of the .issued press release: 

"EPA has found variable asbestos Ravels in 
bulk debris and dust on the ground f but EPA 
continues to believe that: thft.re is no 
si. o n if leant health risk to the general public 
in the coming days. Appropriate steps are 
being tak&n to clean up this dust and 
debris , " 

e. Mr h T^rn Strom suggests that Ms- Kreisher "Add 

sentence about OSKA monitors walking the streets 
yesterday and wearizig personal monitors and coming 
up clean," This though", with some wording rrom 
Mr, Th^rnstrom/ s sugge^tion r were added to the- 
issued press release [see the fourth pa ra graph of 
the Issued press release shows ;ln Attachment 2! - 

!:- Kr, Thernstrom suggests that KSh Kreisher ^ INSERT 
quote somewhere abound hers"; a quote was 
added {see the third paragraph of the issued press 
rele.ase) * 

Nr. Therftstrom suggests that Mis. Kreisber '"ADD 
OS Eft indoor air sampling data sentence"; such a 
sentence was added (see the fifth paragraph of the 
issued p.ress release} - 

ft h ask.ed how she would charge teri 2& Mr, Thernstrom 
influence on EPA press releases, . Kreisher indicated 
that he had considerable influence, 

When sskeel if she felt pressure from Mr, Thernstrom, 
she replied thai: she "fttit extreme pressure" from him. 
She further stated: " I did not feel like, it was my 
press release" even though he would periodically say: 
"Or course, this is your pre r#i&&s& . 
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When asked what documentation Mr. Thernstrom might have 
had for making suggested changes to press releases, 
Ms. Kreisher replied that Mr. Thernstrom had access to 
the same monitoring data and most of the same 
communications that she had. 

In response to a specific question whether the desire 
to reopen Wall Street had any impact on the content of 
a press release, Ms. Kreisher indicated that this was 
not a consideration. "We were never given any 
pressure" [by Wall Street] . 

When asked was there anything in the press releases 
that made her uncomfortable, she discussed the 
difficulty of getting concurrence from OSKh officials 
and Sam Thernstrom on the wording of the joint press 
release with OSHA. She and OSHA officials' shared the 
frustration of reaching agreement on the exact wording. 

When asked specifically whether she was concerned with 
the use of the word "safe" in the press releases, 
Ms. Kreisher replied "not till later." Ms. Kreisher 
further stated that the available data indicated the 
ambient air away from ground zero was safe to breath 
and they always told the workers at ground zero that 
they were at risk and needed protection. 

When asked whether there was a conscious effort to 
reassure the public, Ms. Kreisher said there was such 
an effort. This emphasis "came from the Administrator 
and the White House." 

An OIG representative showed Ms. Kreisher a jtwo^oaae 
"PM FACT SHEET" and a one page transmittal email, dated 
September 27, 2001, which had been retrieved from the 
area used by EPA' s Office of Public Affairs for storage 
(see Attachment 3 to this interview write-up) . The 
"PM FACT SHEET" discussed the health risk to "sensitive 
populations" from exposure to particulate matter. 
The OIG representative asked Ms. Kreisher whether she 
had considered putting any of this information in a 
press release. She indicated she had. However, 
according to Ms. Kreisher, Mr. Thernstrom told her that 
"health effects information should not be included in 
EPA' s press releases." Mr. Thernstrom further said 
that "Anything dealing with health effects should come 
from New York - they were on the ground; they were 
already dealing with it." 

When -asked whether Mr. Thernstrom had provided 
additional guidance, Ms. Kreisher replied that she 
could not think of anything else. 
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35*. An OJG r epres^ntat i ve discussed the subject of 

"professional cleaning" l : or in do or residences ind worl< 
spaces. The 01"G represent: at ivs rtt&d a statement which 
the tfall Street Journal, attributed to SPA' s R&gion 2 
Admin i stratoj: ; "We ha vs. said from the very beginning 
that apartments need to ba professionally cleaned." 
The GIG representative asked; "Rid your office consider 
advising the public through a press release that they 
need to obtain 'professional cleaning' for their indoor 
spaces?" Ms, Kreisher replied that ll it was in a press 
release; it wai£ removed by Sam" [Mr, Thorns t jr.pm] , 

3 6h In regard to the documents which were in s'torage at the 
EPA's Office of Public Affairs (see the Background 
Section ol: this work paper) , an OIG representative 
showed Ms , Kreisjher copies of essentially all of 
th# docujmej'jts he .had seen {a few documents wsre not 
ah own to Ms> Kreisher, such as duplicate copies), 
Ms, Krei^h^-r confirmed that theses document s were from 
her files, but sine indicated that these documents were 
r^ot all of the WTC documents which she had left when 
she want to her new job* She further indicated, to the 
best of her recollection all of the WTC information 
she left was contained in two acccrdi on -typft filers (the 
writer estiniatss t:.hc=t the information he: r*?r viewed would 
not iiill one accordion -type file). However, she 
further stated that "one ot the file Jhxlders may have 
included duplicate siUiflt ion report 5 that many have 
bteen cii s carded , " 

3"- Ms- Kr either was esked about ?.he "High Sufficiency 

Particulate /Arresting, HSPA, vacuum trucks" that wers 
discussed in ERA'S press release on September IB - 
Three separate sentences in this press release touted 
the "cleaning" capability of these KEPA trucks. Later 
it' was learned that the tracts did not initially have 
the proper filters and the streets of Lovar Manhattan 
were not vacuumed with the proper filters until the 
second or third week in October - Ms. Kreisher was 
asked whether "consideration was given to advising 
the public of this fact through a press release"? 

Ms, Xrsisher indicated she does not hav^ any 
recollection of ever having this information. 
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38. Ms. Kreisher provided the following information in 
response to specific questions: 



a. There is no single file or summary record which; 
shows the specific information that was consider^ 
before a press release was prepared. Someone may 
be able to reconstruct this information, but it 
was not retained in an organized fashion. Many ; 
people were consulted and much information was 
reviewed before a press release was issued, but 
there is no organized record of this process. 

b. ' There is no document, such as a "Record of — \ 

Decision, " which recorded what was agreed upon or I 
who participated in' any agreements coiacg,rning the 
statements that were included in the WTC press 
releases . 

c. She does not recall having any discussions of 
significance about the WTC with any officials from 
New York. However, Mr. Thernstrom was in contact 
with them. 

d. She does not recall having any discussions of ' \ 
significance about the WTC with any officials f rom \ 
other federal agencies except OSHA (she had !■ 
extensive discussions with OSHA officials on one \ 
press release) . 1 

e. She does not recall having any contact of 
significance concerning the WTC with anyone in the 
NSC. She may have called someone or sent over 
some information, but she does not recall any 
details about any contact she may have had. Mr. - 
Thernstrom dealt with the NSC ("Sam handled it.") 

f. In her opinion, press releases are not generally 
EPA' s most important method of communicating with 
the public. In her opinion, the most important 
method is through a reporter who obtains 
information by personally contacting the Office of 
Public Affairs or a knowledgeable EPA official. 
The good reporters do not rely on press releases 
and do not quote from press releases. Most press 
releases pile up in newsrooms. The good reporters 
obtain their stories through their own efforts. 

g. The EPA information that went on the web was the 
same information she had. All figures on the EPA 
web site were accurate, to the best of her 
knowledge. "There would have been hell to pay if 
we tried to change the data on the web site." 
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Once information began appearing on the web site 
they felt 1-ass need to get out as .ma^y pr&E:; 
releases . 

i. She did not tsks £ny WTC records with her when she 
left Bl?A r including any personal, informal notes 
she may hs.v& made, 

Ms. Kreisher was asked : "Does EPA have £ policy which 
addresses the question of when an EPA employee may 
speak on EPA' s behalf at a public forum, such as a 
tenant association meeting?" Ms. Krfcisher answered 
"no," 

Ma. Kreisher was asked: "Do regional Combinations 
Offices have the authority to speek on any "subject on 
behalf of their region, or ^PA, without consulting with 
your office?" Ms, Krai^her stated that they do have 
such authority, However, Ms* Kreisher stated; ^If 
ty&k ional press contacted s regional office on a topic 
of great importance, , , , [i^sj asked to be notified 
and to be advised of the region's response n rr 

Ms. Kreisher was asked: ''Doss Et'A havE a policy which 
addresses the question of whether any employee, may 

answer any question posed by the press (or soirift oth&r 
source outside the Agency) ?" 

Ms. Kreisher stated that shtt is not a ware of any such 
policy, Each region and eftch assistant administrator 
has his or her own press office, Ms. Kreisher 
indicated she could not have controlled these office 
if she. had wanted to. When she worked at EPA she ask.^d 
to fae made aware of interviews with ""'wajor media, " 
She si so asked eaoh assistant administrator, wh&re 
possible, not to havtt. an interview without informing 
the assistant administrator's own press office and ■ 
Ms. Kreisher' office. Ms. Kreisher was not. aware of 
a n yon e be i ng v t ol d wha t t o say." 

Ms, ' Kreisher further stated: "In many cases talking 
points were prepared by the office most involved in a 
particular event that would generate press interest. 
These points words approved at high levels and then 
distributed to all cojnmunic^t ions staff who might use 
them, " 
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4£, Ma, Kre.ioher was asked: " II rt regard to press conferences 
or other occasions when inf or in fit i on is provided 
verbally t.o out si de-rs : 

[to you htiv-t any policy ^oi'iO^rrjing the preparation 
and distribution of s 'point sheet r J or other 
dttcw^eni: , which might: suyrarn^irize SPA's official 
position on KiEiL j or issued th^t might be discussed?" 

Ere is her iridic a ted th&rtt t.o written policy on 

this subject* Occasionally thsy had ^talking points/' 
They would el ways consult with the appropriate 
t technical exp&rts on technical issues before providing 
answers to the. press or public They would provide the 
f sets . If an opinion was frttpressiad, ■ they jyould provide 
the bfl^is fox the opinion, particularly i opi r^lon 

might be relevant r.o s lawsuit. 

43, When «sked to idc-u'itvify env u quid a no**, policies, etc for 
coinm-;nic^t ing with tho public and entitles outride ? r .he 
Agency," Ms, Kral^hfr.r irjdic^ted that shE was not awsre 
of any, 

K'he.n asked about ''lessons learned/' Ms, Krei <:he?; 
indicated that she was -;ot r^ady to discus ^his 
subject at this time. She stated ?;hat.j und« the 
circuit iimces, ?-;he though-: EPA official a did an 
out. at. a riding ^ob of doling with the situation Sbe 
retired particularly to th# speed with wh;U;h 
Tfsu'ni tori nq ^a^ip^os wore gathered r analysed snd reported 
on the web, She believed tnia whole- effort w:is 
o^ trft or d in a.r y - 



> K.reS.sber' s principal remarks ^rt: si^-Zi&ri rt?d ;..r* 
work, pa par FLO a; 
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Attachment 1, page 1 of 1 
^ Email from 

Deputy Administrator's Chief of Staff 




Claudia McMurray 
29/12/01 07:04 PM 



To: Bleen McG«wiis/W^S8WUS<frEPA, Susan 

Spencer/DC/USfcPA/US@EPA. £d Krenik/DC/USEPA/US@BPA. 

Wariamie Horink^CAlSEPAAJS@EFA, Tom 

Gibsoii/DC/U SEPAAJ S@ EPA, Jessica Furer/DC/USEPA/US^EPA. 

Tina Kreisher7DQUSEPAAJS@EPA 
cc: Linda Bsher/DCAJS0 3 AAJS@EPA 
Subject: Report from Deputy Secretaries meeting 



Linda asked that i provide you with the information received at today's Deputies" meeiing. This 
information applies to attack-related activities of the Agency only. You will note as you review it 
that this information should be fimited to your internal use. ■ V 

1 . All statements to the media should be cleared through the NSC before they are released. 

2- Congressional contacts^responses To requests tor briefings should be coordinated through White 
House Leg. Affairs. 

3. DOT indicates that tomorrow U.S. air space wr'U be opened for movement of passengers in 
planes that were diverted during the attack, and to allow the airlines to move a certain amount of 
their equipment to other airports. The hope is to gradually begin commercial air traffic again 
sometime tomorrow, a/though that has not been determined definitely. Resumption of international 
flights into the U,S.from other countries win be considered on a case-by-case basis, taking into 
consideration the country of origin, the airline involved and the degree of security at the originating 
airport. 

4. DOJ is contrasting the "results" of FBi/DOJ investigative efforts to date with those related to 
the OK dty bombing and the first World Trade Center explosions, where There were suspects within 
24 hours of the crimes. All DOJ agencies, inclucfing the Bureau of Prisons, DEA and INS are 
involved in the investigation. 

5. HHS has pulled three disaster medical reams and 3 morgue teams off of activities in D.C. and is 
sending them to New York ar«J Pennsylvania. In addition, CDC is conducting "disease 
surveillance. " At this time, they are not expecting large numbers of cases of airbome-reJared 
illnesses but wiU monitor for them. However, they are especially concerned about the West Nile 
virus spreading from mosquitoes and plague from rats. HHS also indicates that there ts no blood 
shortage in NYC at this time, but win help arrange future blood donations down the line as the/ 
become necessary. 

6. GSA is working to reopen federal buildings in NYC ASAP. Linda has alerted GSA and White 
House that there should be consultation with EPA before any reopenings occur to determine 
whether air circulation systems wifl pull in air from outside. Region 2 is being notified ol this 
concern this evening. 

7. 0PM indicates that ail but 6 or 7 federal employees have been accounted for(rt is unclear 
whether this includes DOD, but ft would appear so). Health and other insurance claims made by 
federal employees wflf be expedited by insurance carriers. The Combined Federal Campaign wilt 
provide options to contribute to a special &et of nonprofits providing attack-related assistance. 
Federal agencies will be notified about the availability of leave for employees wishing to donate 
blood. Any necessary security clearances for attack response work win be expedited. The prime 
contact at 0PM is Steven Cohen [or Paul Conway) at 506-1000. 

S. Josh fioiten responded to questions about international travel. He indicated That it should go 
forwardfonce international travel is permitted), but only if employees travelling are not diverted from 
any work related to response to the attack. 

I can elaborate on some of this if you need additional information. 



CMcM. 
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Email froyn Mr, Thtmstrorii 




To; Tina K™herJ3GiU5£l>AJU£6&Et*A 
Subyac?: ^fly^ia^ isi^ttt ban-gijaoB 



Tnfl t.JE taaviracfflftfiflUl FrDtectiftb A&cfiey I EPA) and the flephJrttttnl. of l^boT*S * 
&GTuf>atic>naJ Safety and fiaalth Ajindiujf. rati Oft fOSKW aanownced today that 
koti agtKLcjeE hjvE SsilKmjl additional air and du#t nAtnplc* in lowtT Hath tan 
iUQb un^dyitftd ffflr pov.ftfttiJil nab^#tt>u cratmni nation^ The n*w aair^lca coniifB J 
previtrtsfi r-cpttrtfl that amhiaiit Yti.r quality wefca DfiKft u t.aml mhIe 4HM? 
CKtftfttgwmtly not it caiaaa ftr public erortcetfn. New flSEfc data al£o 
iadLScaerft tjfcat ijitto-ST uLt quality £p &&viL£&tir\ E?uiH In^p v±l\ meat 

KM iw5£ f.ttiJUB^ v^rii^jt*; ashes t&¥ IflvulG in bii J, > debrie and duet qtt, tbfi 
ground, b(Jt EPA cttttt.imie to SutlicVfl-, t.h&C. thf-Tft in tiq Mgiuit i cufrt JhfcSlth 
risk. KO Uic ^u.T]ftjr4i,] public ijt fh* mSmJ.n^ 0*/*- Appropriate iittpo hrc being 
ta^ED Lis tJflrtn up Chi a dL.fi L jfid. dcbxiw. 

AJjiiit ttiuttacfc about OEtCft monitors waltiia^ the" EtrrtrtA y^ttrrday and we irtfcnfl 

I^fSfi^T iomSHAK quote ECfliewtiftTTt alouod hexfr ' 
AUtt ihtSttUt: air rtftmfilirvg data «cftt«ct; 

(to t-n "Scvfln dcr.hr i a and dust uajt^ikit tute&D Tfturjpday . . . 11 jutriUm thirtf 

aenttiEce ( F Ttae coflMjm r^jpfld 11 ^ al'.hei'wilSft At, receipt jKXJtmpif shttLUl 
e(,irr«fct tbif: Dii-yctttf Jcbn Jionnhnv^ . if irct-irvifcFendBtl ixi f.ht air, 

ERQUJjD pot violate ■ , . ■ 



Page 14 of 20 



Attachment 2, page 2 of 4 
Hirst Page of Draft 



September K20QI 



Tbe Scvi^imsttita! ftutetfSois Agency and the Omiprticinai HhiMi and Safety 
Administratis ttttey aurniimcwt that irfSSfc the majority of air and ditst simple* t&ttuisred at the 
caasSi site h New York feffftwt bwji of tonetm, reccsti samples &f dust gaibtr^ by OSEAor^, 
W aias S tnset show higher ievc;lfr f askew* b EPA !isEs. J ^ ^ J^^^jj^ 

Stvrai debris ini? ito samples taJtsc IW^diy, 5hc>wfcrf Jcvdj ashem* rtqgmg frtma '^'^"^ 
3,] percent to 3.3 percent -"EPA vEbws a ] percem level Gf asbestos it ctedHBnilicjji for a$bHftK-> 



^4- 



KiE>iavnj ng nrnicrlnJ. T^c cftrwMsn xatscd Ivy these summits wtmlrf be for ttue wt.ktrc si the /ttfr*^ 

rJraiHp site and fur those Yorkers who tni^hi be rctnruiag to thedt offices rcn or near Water Street 7nJ^ 

on Monday, ^cmbtir n T 200 l, QSHA Dtrscltt John Hhis^w eirtf basiled thaS the Icvti ' j / 

found cvgo ifne-ax^pended ia the aic T dooss mrt violm 05HA standards. Cieauiflg up as nsnch of ^*>M 

ihe tkibti* b£ possible and cBirtioiiin^; workers to pen ireck (he duat ifito Ehrar bfliidfings wsufal bt a tyjy&Ll* 
proper {ttfertSc for the leveJs farad. 

IC EFA wiiS ht deploying IS vacuum truck* flu* wetted ijL a* effort in remove as mtidi &f -^w^ 
ibe din! and debris as possible from tbe si* where Lb? saiapdra v*erc [jbiajnc^" ssdJ F-PA y 
AdminLiaraJflj Christie WhjtKiMi. <4 ln addition we will bt [nflvrng Jri.T crnidnnoua atr iiacmitnrisig — — 
m^itfiu injfj (be a*ta_ Wc wilE put {We near ground ztm juid out un Cm*] Street, H Zlie good 
na^vs continues so be thai the air sitmplcs: -we h&vie liken have at] bem st levels thai cause us nn 
concern. 1 ' 

ThccBiKatsuniw CTHHiitoarixig stations will augment the ambient irir ipmRty jnimViosu^ 
s^arra locaiud £xx EpooyyrL HPA ard OSIIA. wilf neoxaiH cm "arte asd touiinuc to ratnator fc?r 
levels uf asbestfts, FC3^ T lead aid ptrtycyclic Bcmmaiac hydrotaiK^ ^PAHs;} in lbs arra 
sbttjoglaoiil tbc loDg wbfifcs of cJtauup ahead, b addition, EPA wiJ] mo7t m a btfi fct has the 
oqiiipitumi lo do insiuiit flr^amt BDa}ysit <?f stmiplcs of ajr at tb* aitt Li k *aUtd a TotsJ 
AtnioppJimc: Gas At^ajy^r and is sLmto U) a urui XKed [hiring the Gdf War 10 ssunple tmissiDns 
ifojn fine oil Tncs in KuwAiki. 

The Agctlty is FejwfitlBerjdij^ thar basmtsses m (be arts plftmih£ to rcopm icacxt ^-^.k 
lake prccamtiftM iafJuding cSeairog air nmdjliojaii^gf filtirs Xt*:i vatmims *iib appropriafc 
fillers Eo ce-tl-trt dftsL VscuiMaing wilJ itduct foe chance of rc»cnlcdng writers trackSag dusl 
intc^ the blfiJtiiDgs, "JTlsis w^ji is already uodcrwsy by city ag^icics. 



The U JJ, Coast Guard vil) be assLtftog EPA in mofftitoring m^)acts fc U aiiy h &f today *i 
mnsfomis nn tilt w^Ter cy^sJity. H&we'vtT, most of lira ^^uJlfS[HHl■ is mtptticd to be tvaacUed by the 
City's waste waicr treaCEii-Ent 6^[Jity r since then; will be only limited swage in tht tornbtucd 
ftcwr AystcaiL EPA has i vc^cl on aitc in Nfjv York \q handt^e any ncrs3Eary testing. 
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AMliomi! tettaita] suppurt has been offisrai *o EPA in Nc# York Grow tftt tiS. Air 
fotct! SEEtgeciCL GtDcra1 + t Office of Ecmaoasecatal trtuJ Oteups^KiAJ Bcallh. Ttrat support wwitf 
involve 5vt CT^iTtteaii aoflifer ^ivinwrcnsatai leduxKX3cn& send eqttrpfflCftt if iWfiied. 
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tLS* ShWro&mmtef Protection Agwcy 



Contact Lb ) Sfiarcte l' 
■ EPA Home > ftflsponw tp 1 cr .Rgiated EFA-Pre^THgteaaCT *.5ctfenft»f lB,;2Dp1 



September 16, 2001 



EPA, OSHA Update Asbastoa Data, Continue to Reassure Public about Contamination Fears 
Espartol 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Department of Labor's Occupational Health and Safety 
Administration today announced that the majority oj air and dust jsamptes monitored at the crash site and tn 
lower Manhattan do not indicate levels of cbriceai ^ asfieste'rthe new samples confirm previous reports 
that ambient air quality meets OSHA standards and consequently is not a cause for public concern. New 
OSHA data also indicates that indoor air quality in downtown buildings will meet standards. 

EPA has round va/iable asbestos levete in bulk debris and dust on the ground, but EPA continues to \ 
believe that there is no significant health risk to the general, public in the coming days. Appropriate steps 
| are being taken to clean up this dust and d^brisi I 

"Out teste show that ft is safe lor New Yorkers to go back to work in New York's financial district," said 
John L Hensrtaw, Assistant Secretary of Labor for OSHA "Keeping the streets clean and being careful not 
to track dust "into buildings -will help protect workers trom. remaining debns:* 

OSHA staff walked through New York's financial district on September 13th, wearing persons] air monitors 
and collected data on potential asbestos exposure levels All but two samples contained no asbestos. Two 
samples contained very low levels of an unknown fiber, when is still being analyzed. 

Air Samples taken on Sept 13th inside buildings in New York's financial district were negative for asbestos. 
Debris samples collected outside buildings on cars and other surfaces contained small percentages of ; 
asbestors, ranging from 2.1 to 3.3 - slightly above the 1 percent trigger for defining , asbestos material. -J 

"EPA will be deploying 16 vacuum trucks this weekend in an effort to remove as much of the dust and 
debris as possible from trie srte where the samples were obtained," said EPA Administrator Christie 
Wnitman. "In addition we will be moving six continuous air monitoring stations into the area. We wiH put five 
near ground zero and one on Canal Street The good news continues to be that the air samples we have 
taken have all been at levels that cause us no concern." 

The continuous monftoring stations will augment the ambient air qualfty monitoring located in Brooklyn. 
EPA and OSHA will remain on site and continue to monitor for levete of asbestos, PCBs, lead and 
por/cycBc aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in the area throughout the long weeks of deanup ahead. In 
addition, EPA will move m a bus that has the equipment to do instant analysis of volatile organic compound 
samples from air at the site. It is called a Total Atmospheric Gas Analyser is similar to a unit used 
during ihe Gulf War to sample emissions from the oil fires in Kuwait 

Itbe Ajgency is recommending that businesses in the area pfenning to reopen next week take precautions ; 
'including cleaning air conditioning filters and using vacuums with appropriate filters to cottect dust \ 
Vacuuming will reduce the chance of re-entering workers tracking.dust into the buildings. This work is 
already uode*way by cty.iag^naes.; 

The U.S. Coast Guard will be assisting EPA in monitoring impacts, "if any, of today's rainstorms on the 
water quality. However, most of the rainfkw is expected to be handled by the City's waste water treatment 
facility, since there will be onry limited sewage in the combined sewer system. EPA has a vessel on she in 
New York to handle any necessary testing. 

Additional technfcaJ support has been offered to EPA in New York from the U.S. Air Force Surgeon 
General's Office of Environmental and Occupational Health. That support would involve five engineers 
and/or errviranmental technicians and equipment if needed. 
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crtv. Bonnait fipnrJD&ilJSEPAAIS©^* 

Tina, Batmlft. & F-QC 

DRD WCEA pm it^hsf & t*ci shfrflt or PANICULATE MATTEtt !PM} lt> help us answer 
GWftiiTiOHt BtWLTC the ^Stfl^itfl ^ntm tlw WTC c&ltopw- You may wartt ttt frlfrvtt ailhfcf GAQPS, 
OAR, Uf DEC a.dcf some mformnlion w ft w lavustg arwl t^ro trt FM tfrtt vrt rsguW urvter what 
auchnthJcH, l>Lfi fur rww f this <g b krefy tf&Gri twjet^r^jrFd rntonTOEraft tfrurfi* to ^e\s> 1^ anfewiJinff 

* TerWBoisnl* - use thh us ynu *fta noproprisfce. 

* K>C staff - *Mn &h«fc with yvuf mamBwucnT to chant oti guidsrtnes ftw irsffna trys 
infarrtfcantoffc including pmcedurw tor ^warding it (or tvftd ttrqjiftti It, infl^rnal preKsndurai on thrift 

H ytju have any questions oft ths jsyistsnqB of nvnat j& wTrtt*n H pita** corrtacE Linda Tuxen 
*&84-3332] cfcsr^tly. itfKt wilt siriAfiiD hjjvt you* tfypsiiorw ?FtswHf(KS. 

r tun be reached vriny fT"huradJry] at 17031 BSMEJM ejv 1703) 



towaderi try Petnr Jutpa/ntyUEEPAAJS mi i."}9;ft7^0t'l 0&: 1 6 AM — 

Linda Tuum Tck Pum^rtH^CAJSEPWJSeEPA 

^■^J J.artftrtJtVUSEPA^S^EPA^'iV* ^MiifWZ>aUSE^A^@^A Art 

Subjfttc PM Fact Slwat 

Pi-tef , Altered is a drffh laca aheet on that is m response if* your nsqfutift for inf DrroatKpn on 
FCEs, dfljadfH, flrttf PlSfi itei tourfd bu USWj by thfl imarpnTity <W*W*tl*e; task tart*, If wai prepared 
by HCEA/OTO'a RTF staff, Pl^se now that this <*r*tt ynd^rwent 21 Vftry fl^fik rewiflvv by a 
OA^J^ staff btjet At tfirt lime it shsotJrd fwt t>fl cnrts«^BfF^ o-tFicSony sla&red by DAQPS. (J any 
ctairnj&s □« net?esi*rY bs j nsS-uft irf d e&fnplfltftd ifiwew by 0AdP^ h w3S fojwsrd to y^u a 
reused fuct then?. Wr^ sre&rt Ehirougti, hcjwpvflir r shows a v&ry gontf find usaftd Fort i?y RTF aiMI. 
Plftase let tne know if yuu hav* a^y questions, "h^Nriic yt*u. 



^VtNvyiJFfc-pcn-Wp 

LiTi^s TifMrt 

Special Assistant 1hs Ddrfif.tiSf 
Offies el RKtfl^h and OevelDiHiEieat 



Page; 1 8 of 20 



Attachment 3, Pager 2 of 3 
F £™ Pa£ * .91 Sheet 



PMFACT SHEET 



*■ Airborne f rarli cuktc mattav (FM) consists of many dtflfepemt substances suspended iu sk 
iis fte Jb™ of particles (solids or liquid droplets) tf st va?y widely in sfe&, 

■ i ■- r ■■ 

* OrdiitariJy, in mori lo-fasm arcai of tht ttorthcasteni I ^ited States (t-g., New Y<wt 
Etonian, etc.), tite parti dc mix in ambiettt adr is dmirotated by J&jja parcitjes ^tmmiail by 
eanibHSlifln with smalfcr amounts if cuanw soif <3nst, Huw?vcr T the corasc dust rcsyititsg 

Efec tolJapfit of Worfd Trade Center (WTQ building and tte rwnoval of rabbit. 
Jtitdy cM>ntai](ii hijih Itvols of bufldJikg Htieriak Tht catiqmsitioo of this dutt may be 
diSi™! ami have diiSmarrt ntaltii effects CStap Chat of janil dnut 

H«Jft Effects flf &jut afld Snseke 

* The eff«a* of dust aad strsokc may range from eye and ii^pimciry trad tnilsrtioH m 
healthy people to jn^re sanmjs disorders ia* sraawtive populations. 

* Eccattft dusi and ^.rjok* are nmtarcii of diffettu! chemical* --yjib dlffiarmc sir,£S, no* 
evr^yone wilt c^pEriccce rhu sarcttt effects." 

* To general the ]oHg^un risk torn short-turn* e^postuTt^ tt? dust and smoke is very low. 

* Most httallhy aduJte wilt rccovo - quit Sd j from s^utt-Ecnfl dust and smote exposure and 
wi3J not sttflbr Icaxgrlcrrci consequences, 

* CtTJain sensitive ptgitilationi!:, described btlov^ an: susceptible to more sevtre sjrnptofas, 
Btjxjsurc to the very smaller particles - called "fine ^articics-" ure of grealssi coccctd aad 
art associated with several serious heatft cSbrtE. 

* Advcr&c be*ltb effects for some sensitive people havit been aGaaraiaf&d wi(b exposures to 
fine particles cvtr abort pai^, tffccb ns several honre era day. 

* These incSude tough, phlegm, shewing, shortness of breath, brondirtis, increased 
avtbma attack^ agmvat™ of ]un| anti heart disease. 

IttrfiYidn nls with flttbrtta atod other respirattjrv d tresses. Levels of 
poUtUeote chat saa)- not affcci heajd^ |?n>pte muy cause brc^tfjing 
difBcfthits for peqjle with asttea ^-r other chronic Iimg dtsegsea, 
if epeciaUy children. 
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Individuals with emphysema and chronic bronchitis may also 
experience a worsening of their conditions because of exposure to dost 
and smoke. 



Individuals with cardiovascular disease. Studies have linked particulate 
pollution to increased risk of hospitalizations for cardiovascular disease, 
heart attacks, and cardiovascular mortality. People with heart disease 
might also experience symptoms such as shortness of breath or chest 
tightness. 

The elderly. The elderly are more likely to have preexisting lung and 
heart diseases, and therefore are more susceptible to health effects from 
exposure to particle pollution. 

Children. Children, even those without pre-existing illness or chronic 
conditions, are sensitive to air pollution because their lungs arc still 
developing, making them more susceptible to environmental threats than 
healthy adults. Studies have shown that in children, particulate pollution 
is associated with increased episodes of coughing and difficulty breathing, 
and decreased lung function. 

Smokers. People who smoke, especially those who have smoked for 
many years, generally have reduced lung functioning and may be affected 
by dust and smoke exposure. Smokers are also less likely to recognize 
and report symptoms from exposure to irritant chemicals than 
nonsmokers. 
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Title: S-JMil Between CEQ And EP* 



Purpose : 

To document the auditor's review of e-nnailft between Mr- S^.tti 
Themstronir Council on Environmental Quality and Ms, Tine 
Kreish&r, Associate Administrator of EPA's Offices of 
Communications, Education, and Media Relations at the time of the 
World T radii* Center (WTO disaster, ^ ' r '- 



Source : 

The attached e-mails w^ra provided by Ms. Piper, Deputy 
Director, OSi'ice of Media Relation:-?, Ci'£ice oi; Public Affairs 
{202™Sf5<?-»435S) , 



Scope : 

Thfr Auditor reviewed the attached emails. 



Background : 

The auditor learned from Ms. Elisss FttidJticifi t Associate 
DJ.re.ctcr of KP.V*, indoor Snvi r crimen t s Division, "hat her office 
had helped prepare 6i w^b site on September 14, 2001 which would 
!-j e v e p r o v :i, d e d i n f o r ji\ & t i o ■ i t o t h © p ub 3. i c o on cem i r- g the WT C 
disaster fse?e workpaper A2b for 3 write-up c/f this intervie-w) , 
This web site was never activated. Ms, Feidman was not sure why 
the site was never activated- She indicated Nr. Je?ff Clark, 
Director of EPS' s Policy Analysis ^nd Complication Staff might 
have more inio.rmat ion about why the site wss never activated. 
The auditor contacted Mr, Clark, 

■■■]<& did not know definitely why the site wasn't activated 
(see workpaper A2£ for a w.rit^up of this interview}. i-ie thought 
it may riot have been activated s imply because there? were too many 
high^r^pr.iorlty projects underway, However, he indicated Ms. 
Piper was privy to the discussions about the proposed web site 
and he the; Light she might: know if a decision vas made about not 
activating the web site. The Auditor called Ks - Piper who did 
not: x^nember how the discissions about: the web site had been 
resolved. however - , shtt indicated she wou.ld consui-Ir hei: s-iiiails; * 
Later, the Editor received the attached ^-^aii^ . 



?%gz I of S 



Auditor' s Summary Of Principal Issues (from attached e-mail) : 

1, Mr. Thernstrom' s communication to Ms. Kreisher includes 
the following points: 

a. his office needs to see all information before it 
appears on EPA' s web site; 

b. "EPA's perception of what is problematic remains 
slightly different from . . - [his] ; 

c. raw test data should not be released without being 
analyzed and interpreted . 

2. From Ms. Piper's perspective, CEQ wanted to control all 
communications to the public: 

. . the White House/Council on 
Environmental Quality was very involved 
and requesting to call the shots about 
content of materials that go out in any 
fashion - press release, web, etc/' 



' ,U . -UK 
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^rf.t* h pn rji'jii r.vi rvn n l i_ i — 1_ - 1 l L i^ iii LLi_j =rrririri«MH.Tgrvii|TCTriri>irer ^^ 



Sdh^ifl Pip, F 1 F . Chris ChJftljp/ftTP/UBE'MWBeEPA 

J IM f0£ Cl^ ;5 1 P M Etyhjp^, ; r^. £ silE inl ^ Dn j j -rEiatctf into 

Chris: hftrfc f& jomt i.nrlormjtinn aftw* World Trstio C^nlef ifl(ormDtiOfi (drib) being JWStfrrl on the 
Kpa wtbitio. As you Cfrn t^r Vrtiit*. Hmisrr/CountM on En.Yifonm&fitai Quality was vesry irtvol^tsd 
srr-rf r^duostinp. Id call the shot;; *!>put CCinttnl of materials that go out In any laihion ■ prfli^-. V'. 
Tfilcuat, wth, ek. 

Etonnhf 

Fncvrsrr.fctf Bar.n\t Pipe r./rx.rUStF-AyUS on 1 CJS;^S PNt 

Tini^rr^hfff id: permit P^r/DC/U5£.P*/US(&EPft 

&u^|ttt.- Re: c.F-t, wth F-ite mfo IV1 ] teIjiIkI 




PorvrarUfrii l^Tin^ Kr^iih^r/fJ^US EPAAJS LWi GS:47 *W 

Sftftijjff^^Thflifnniffl To. Tina K^i^hpr^OC/U^rPVLja^FP^ 

Fn®=>q^op.ftiiff r-: flrianJl.^aciirictnfiy^ptipd.cOip.sDw, 

CfiiffiS/rn PW StDt^rAcClsllaft^jliwho.fio^gw. J&rPrts.CfthnauRhtnngc^.eLin.^, 

KublfiCV ftrj; E^'ft W«b &ilf HMCj 9/1 r^lftlpO mlo 

^iveri rh*L v.h-c ^v.^.i-nnrc iv^ictAa on cir.d sad t.^? fotajt holding EPJi's 

sii.fi? 

i nfonant.j r?n 5^;^ Oin rD-j.yt ikiiy r;f a hr.-.scin up. arid a £hArn:fc VC 

rev.i , 

hzirJ 'J^ie Lndiw Till ere wv^lcl l-jc nc t^ri, J i^irjn ^n\:\ vJ:c rvftpcnsifr^ e 

t'DJ 

p-tiiLivj^; ^nft.rhn Licm nhcjLi^ J;j.ct d r.wr.i £tm >u Lfct-LU \>i &pir.i rjiT^-e , K few sperm .i <?r; h 

at. I?£ ivsi. , t^s Wfc ry.eijrtjjte p^ut*:^ mj<^ ppi hiding ytu up oi^ por.t3.n5 t^at 

iiifnnna-L J l\- r y:i\: ribrl Tic"4r i ^bn^t f.S t.D i;^. 

■-i^jij L 

tvjd it h(!lp3 Lo h.avi; rn^tt: th^n An* s^t tyrjji on Thar*. 

"or." i rifi-t-n-P-c^K , Vhy ashefr-t-Q-F riat.^, yoVt j.>rOji-0 L stt fli.^ rACK-irig tli^t T.h.rific; 1. lifnjj Jan. 

tic ±* bi^\iL L.Pft'.^ 7G ^-ir^ivtui'ta per vrffl. a^. ^cEtnddiid th3t yc-n uac tc c^.^r 

l& tht ^hb^c-t.^j-p v, j o-Jn-rj ~ L ft it^. u rtp*s l i?fuisl iii the pxibH i, r 

h/hcLhej- Lhi* ij. i r^iil si» d- ^Lilk rt^iti.T Cn^ T-^K wh^ilfl, whot ^Jcftf. these th^nu 
□ rtfajsli-B j.n ^-Lti.ljtinn iii that ittiradard Tr.Har. ^rcj^ j public h&aJLh st-anc^J-.l^: ? 
What 

kipt[ -I fjnar;yp r.£ wai-rar.titri, imrj why?- When-E: wff.rrr nh^ n^pp^n,-! tb*t. v-i^lfltori 
staTiri.irci tJtktii? Ton ojijy "in nnCi Ajrc-und (fisund z&ro ATjd iie^n-y. * 
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jMi^yilt ^ nJ 7. a wftrirj<M afc^m thtir taffcLy. ^Winy p^ftple Ihit rav dir. a without 
* L ny cflJMjtiri in my apiii-Hin, vnly adding jfm>l t.o r.hoir ^earfl, 

^t.ig^T^^r, ult^uiih I nfldnrsnntf yr-ur inrf u h* AdiTiitii,?^ r Mr>r ' & a^ny-i^ca- at 
tie^.r^Q acjrt^d by t.btt We J today r 2 don't think that tJ^s be; it l'tAped** tP 

Aftd itir-t p&ita^q lfftf oi ra^ 1 d-ata ^ri^hc-u!. proper 4n?Oyfli* sif its 

■ Raw tid;tF jilti^e it edjALly aliunde r si odd' ibtf mi Kar&ttfltTi1^0 by, -i -Jr. 
p^jiciudJ ejjiid-i Littci iv The r- J iy wJlo hu-uq ajrv to ^rind I thank you "only 
lti*w y^uj:En,lf te^ra apejn r p "hair attacks by gju^jig ih^m mti^*; iJnJBU]^ "l. i . 7£ 

piahl^c he-^i morp in>Ic? r > th.i.Tik Shore prtii I £;! t n C- £ i- might help, M J 15,-1.^ 
dLoi^ s orm* thij^cj cx-t-jffc tMu-?; poiiin^ s-aw d^ta a w<>tj site posting that 

:.^L'J\JclflK pfiizA re ImpiBj- typs lor^uflflw jvrnvi dj./m con c_ n n . Ami T kuuld pietji-t ^ 

i f 

yjo- ^n*. i nu-& h .o ha^t 1.h-r cbt-ficfi i-e ^-ffv.ie-^ t^tn. i nfsnT.F i i an btfnre it i.s pu^ied. 
UnJeit-i ^Ivrtri'i- if pi- ci±^I a'n; ci^ed fry tfiow Wtf rnviffw hvfrich- iti&E'fr hi«n't ^vfiJI 



lj f .^n v t cJ K J f i n fcfe i . Ti [f frjiiirt,* i .1 . *-pa . 5 rcv 



5 nb ]so l i l'.ij-. D?A wrtl- r-:. 1 . n i^^r.- oti !o" 1 1 -I'-ftlii* d in In 



■..nkiih ma t, -^h.iXn it? -znz tfrJCPD^h 1 ha- t-niiijli v^i^-e ini J i s J y.-oiii y^i: ^ ^ e jrtJUi y ■ 

P.l.-y* !t ^fi=m^ ye^.i.^^ tiw Wt.ll &\i'tit,\t JpurJ^-S fii^?-^i.ritj i^t-r t.ntjr 

i Hi cl: 1 ou s si try ^".h fiii^n 

The- ^rtb 5st.^ i ni LUTTin iviin pi^- up n^jt 0^." d??pfi 7: a i i r-r \ ^\?iib^rs ^-i 

j a.m Na^jfig soin^i^E) ^hn^ ^ on t h-v L\n6- you i^e.^t: i.-Micd, which 1 agzee, had rict 

\? ynu wti i- on \. ccnftj<un^e ^os.U tatifiy, yfrM ^e L T2 c! t.he adih± ni str a t,^r rnnrf 
r;vK^^nT^£- ths stc abaUL Mi^in9 J Dr^.o liar- si.vt ^ Jieip 

people n-nci lezp^iri.riT*. ■ Sh* -wai more tliin thi?d abtut ift^ KtiJ Etree-L ^lfr1J^nE^ 
F^j-y t^ia' vit -it>uiij ricn ^ive ^-ut dhp ^J3ia^ ivan^r the you 

Ti^u iaiTTL i&e- o^ whfft^r e.£il hrh cc^mcJ tisr? nlv^ format t'o-i" our updatti itiii 
timp.ly pnt rhem lil-i tMt wet,- ^^^h day, ctrTAinJy would let yfu Mn&w iiist 

if. thvrBJ we in- r prtbi^Jirt ^fr^dit.^. 5^ fai tJt haven't FmcounttfAd any &.fltrg 
Jl^* Lhit ph^.T-ij^rici re^cJi^^, which iij nc^t mo-^c ill* zl':y tpfrvti'L n \o 



— 1 *bi;i* 



v?^ Ehntlo 3Tay j/i Lht ^yop. 



Page 4 of. 



4*1 W v/jy/f I HI H p IT 



m mr,i q m rm f F.y.H i.hi.yfl ft- 



-mail, P^gtf 3 of 3 

■f -frW+fn M.y M H *tW rrm tnq 



BonniD Piper To: Ehn* u)unlrap/RTF J /!JSi:PA>'US(giE.PA 

12/04/02 r"^ Subject.-. Re: EPft web sire inlo on 9/1 * -related mfQ 

Chri^ here i& some information- ybOLl Worfd Trade C^nt^r iniormaLiori (data) being- posted on the 
epa website. As; you can see the Whit* Rousfc/Ciumcil on Environmental Quality was very involved 
find requeuing to call the shots about content" of materia], that go out in any fashion - press ■ 
reteasE\ web, etc, 

Bonnie 

forwarded by Ronnie Piper /f^/USEPAAJS on 12/04/02 02:52 



T?n.a Kreisher To: Sonn-ct P^er/DC/USEWUS^IiF'A 

09/25/01 0S;fi7 , . cc - 

bubiect: Re; EPA wet) siifl <n.fo on S/Il-reJat&d irvio 



Forward ad by 7ir.a Krtii^h&r/ DC/USE PA/US on 03/25/0] 05:47 PM 

SamuBLA._Thernslro To: Tins Krsi'th^/DC/USEPA/b^tp-A 

m@ceq,eop.gDv _c: Bhan_R._BesancBney@opd.eop.gDv; 

thKabeth,An.^lpe@c^.ecp.gc5^ 
Subjst^i Rs: £PA web ^te info on 9/] j-rels'&d into 




Cii^r: L'.h_.t: t.htt clo^r/fj r< pr.oceifis en % unci has not s^een i-io^clrin-^ up £ IPh 1 G 
a b i .;. ^ t V ^: 9 V. ci^ ~: ra o ■„ t. , I oci 1 q 1 j .=. l. :s <& is wh y i was 11 e; 'c. e ei s a r y ^ c= t 

tfi ;.<!? 

;i i r C : "^1 ft t; i orL w i ■:. h o i j 1: g i v 1 n ty 11 _^ t he c o u rr; i?. s y c- j l : a h cads u p a rid a c ;^ o £ V o 

I :: y ^ u n ft d o ^ £ t a ■- 1 t h t?. ?: & woi j \ f -i i - j ^ ;i o c "2 ? - J s i o r 1 a J:; c j "j t wh o w a s .r & ;>p on j. b 1. c; 

po„:.uci9 UrjLOTvnfit i. i O-l wboxi". 0" -^r proper: clearance, ^De^pF.^^T.V^El" 
.^iv i^P^ or not , ljIS W}J K.].s5rcifif:i=! wri^ iv^t yo;,i LLp cn po^liij^ t:;St 

i; , ii"'or!ip._T. ion r yince you \iu.c\ nev^r si-brrLi tt^d it tiw 

As 1 : A r -fi s h fi> s? 1. e y '.ibsn .i. t: t; 4> d ^ o d w y y h s , i. n ^ y op i. mi o n i t s li ovj s hi t. I ^ 
^L-;cr. Lhie.r^ .is a value to running f.^iJ^^.^ p^st ij,^ f ii^^e EPJi 1 .-? percept A on of; 
what. 

j. ^: p i' o b E^a t.1 c r e m a i r: 5 5 .1 A g h 1. 1 y d i f f a r ent. f r 01?, m y own . 'i h b t? s e i 5 ^ Li e ^ .11 x Q 
■ji^ri it helps have m^>.rs th„n one? set eyei? en ki'jsrn. 

^or in^tn^ctv,. 5sj^ssi;o5 a^T^ f you prop^^e tfisc^.osirig t.Jiat. thrue aa,Tip.!.ftfi 

we i" E bou _ t". 1 :: A 1 h ~? ■[) =i \1 ru c ^ ■„ 3: e & p tJ .r mni s ci . s t a n ti a. z d t. h s : : y ^ t. i= i ^ ^ r 
ji cnocls 

A£Vf>;;- .iiBbesi rsiriov&J. - Mow do^5 vh.is c;o;tipare *o Of-BA 1 .? st-G^dards? How d^ss 
this 

.<! pi5 e k to t ! j ei ^ h .vt - 1 ^ r 3k v . .1 on - ^ i:iv£ ^ xp o ^ -j r g issuer? c w i _=5 t h e pub lie to 
.kn^w 

wh^her f.h.is i^ cin\bie^t air. or ^.^t? Cn th(> ^vhole. what: dor* 5 -:ho^s tnrEc 

3;iZnply.?j .1:1 V^OJ-.-L.-VDr: O f t ; ^ ;1 S t c'.LrXici Zli ^e^JC h r .lIOTL cf. pU.bii" hfciith S "t! r.^) tip O ifl ^. ? 
Whrit 

k in d o f ■;: i ^ p is w «i r r a rs 1. 1 1 d r and w h. y ? V^h e 1: e w e- r k 1 j h f. 5 snpl es t ii a ^ ^' i ^ i. a t ^ £i 
stLirM^a^^i tflksn? Vcvj "-rjj.v say "in :i.n.d arcn-nfi ground zni'.^ ftnd Ke^ J^rrr.-?. y r 11 



pvopl* ]\\'. : to wontiyr ^bou?. t.^.t;ir sart'jty. Givi^e; people this raw ttfcfa mi thou*;, 
any co:l tttxt, is, in ;ny opinion, oni y adclinci i'mu, to h. e .1. t: ^Jirs.. 

A.I.toa^ther , a .: t M ^ug h 5 urid^r^v^nd your ar:d rhe ftdnini.j.tr-:-;tcT 1 s annoyance at 
being screwed by thfet ttSJ today, .1 don't: C'linK that the htst response is to 
p/iziicj 

^■id st^.rt pMt.i-sg .lot;.?; or raw data without proper content a fid a-nttly^.s of its 
ji^tcxnin-;; , ftfiw drUt£ si!, ore? is easily mi sunder stood and mis^haratrtenriJiftd by ■ 
pel j. t ical candidates in the eity who have: an axe? lo grind I think you only 
i&svGv your^s 1 t jnare op^ t;o V.htir. attacks by c;i.vi.ng tbett mora ammunition. If 

public needs more in.f:?; I thijc-k mor* press rft.l&asss jniyht. h^ilp, or at le^st 
do i. :i s oni tl 1 t h i ng [n c r e t b a n j u s t p M t in ig w d at a -* -* a Jits p o& V. ing- t l'i tf t 

inc.L ij-rjf>.ii pi.'f.ss ^eiqjjisa-type language providing context. And 1 would prefer it 

if! 

™e ivo^t.i.rAie t o l';iiv# the charHie to review th^t inf ^ run at ion before it is ported, 
[3m.;.Eif;s thers'i probity iv.msfid fry s.U,-w ;:gv;.£w -- ulUch there: hi-isn't keen 

SO 

far — I T.bi.nk s^ou.ltf £i:.sy i"i U'io loop. 
^a:n 



: Embedded 

J. rn a r: e o v \V d K i: e i s h & r , T :i r:- a S spa ms i ^ . ^ p a . 90 v 
■:o file: 0^/2^/^001 C;*:^;!'. 1 JPS.-S 



■^?oor:d ?j-'ptf: ?.*cord 

To: 3*1^; el ft. rbtf.r jui t rorru'Ct^/'^Oj^^O^ 

CO : 

^ \i b:n?:C;. : 'i^A wyh ii^n: i^io on 9/1 1-r^J.^t^ d inio 



i^cbTir I vras in Ch.Uv.ftOO ^-iV y^sti^rday w.it.h Aito^i.-j.-^txator . It had 

T:akeL-s me! a while tt ^i=.-t r-iriu^h ?,he e-mails a:xd voice fiiai.^.s from yesterday-. 
p^.n?j I ha-'-iff bttETi yeliinc: «t the Wall 5 1 refit Jo-am al aii jnor^iriy over their 
ridi^^lo 1 -^ wozy on p-^-ge JWO, 

T h ^ i-J cj o si t e i £ or ma i. f . c-7J w a 5. p 'j t up out. of cj ^ s p e .r a t i on fur t b £ r-j - of 
oail^ ^-Ki^.i.l-'s wt: werru ciojv.ting. Ths .^jc";.^w^ i' rs we^fl? written from the prsssa 

ff,t .'Leases srid th^ ^i.nks wsru. o^her sites we assunied wf*rffr pre-approved, 

i^'. : -j:n fiaviriq so^^oL-Lhi chrjick C/J'i ^in^ -MS you m^ntio-riedj which I .u gr.ee r held not 
be^j'i ripp'^ov-Tjd. So i a .. fto on^i is adrrj. 1 1 incj thsit they sre r&spor;5il>-% - 

if yw kg re; oil the uof^sr^rjiC!:! c^.li T.:xUw, yoo hy-^rd the idmir^.st ?stor read 
e v e r y un s ^ b e .ii 1 c " about h a vi n c information on t h e -^eb site to b e i p 

ana re; per ters , Sh^ ws:» wi'ft ^hcA.l'i iWid i^XMH tht?. H^il St.r^Rt Journal 
r/r. ory "hsc. sai.d ciUiici not; ciive out the d^t s . hence t h& e-niaii yoxi 

h-svtt frocr; rme cn whetber or not we to-u.l.d liSS the forma l for our upd^tru^ and 
pimply put Lf;e?;i tb£ ^aoh My. "We Mr^siniy would i.^v. yo-u Kiiow jT^rt:-: 

if ti-.^.X'e w«rr2 a problem rea.di.nq . 5o far wi3 haven't encountered sny save: 
i.c?r the ph'".s^sj"if:! i^^acii^^, uhici'i now iriOC" mccjiu/j^ t;h^ city Expects tu 

the canisi.T-srs uJC 1:2: eon tomorrow , 



[ ^ Southern AudU/Kvaluatifln Resource Center 

| m 01 ETAy gespBPg^ To The WTC Q^Uit^sg^ ^ j 

L Master Ajsignfireirt Numb^r^.2ft&2 -jWOjff ...J 



Title: Record of Com;: act with . ftile^r) McGinn is , Chief of 
Staff, US Environmental FroL-ecaon Agency (EP/O . 

Purpose; To obtain the^ !2hi£f of Staff's perspective on the. 
process oil issuing press ralcsaiiieiii and what ate pa might, be c. ft ken 
to improve* the Agency's response to future disasters, 

ft^piT^s anting ! 

Environmental Protection Agency; 

Eileen NcGinnis, Chief of Staflf, Office of the 
Administrator, EPA 

Office of Inspector General: 

Rick EieiiHse, Director for Program SvaluGt x or; , Air Quality 
I a sue a, 01. G , EPA 

J' i m ^ a t f i k J. d , E v a ]. ua t o r -- 1 n ■■ C h a r ge , 0- 1 G , ft T 3? 

Chris Du-^ap, Audi L: or, O T G , STP 

Da te/ 1 : Deo ett.be r 5. 8 , 20 2 ; appr Otf.i ma t e 1 y .1:20 - 2:00 pm , G-nd 
from 5 : DO pm - 6:00 pm. 



Place: M- £ .v. McGinn is' OiltiCK, Ariel ftioa Ridding, Washington, DC. 

Follow-up Communication: Ms. McGinn is way provided a copy of the 
initial record of contact. On January 2"} , 2003, khe provided 
clari fying comrnent.fi over the telephone for s&veraJ paragraphs. 
These clar if. icat ions were in corpora ted .ir- thi;; record (paragraph 
n uttlo e r a c> , 9, 16, 20 a n o 2 7 ) r an d t h £ r a v i in ft d r e o o rd wa s sen t 
back to Ms. McrGinnis oji Jan- 2 7 for her confirmation of aocur-aoy, 
On : t > - n 2 , 2 3 , viae- m a i I Ms . MfcG i n n i a o f f e re d on e a dd i £ i o n a 1 
clarification arid this change was made to the record {item 27) . 
till clarifications have now been incorporat ed in this record. 



Information Qbtained/R$$3iil fcs : 



Pt ep ai'er : Qu'i s D uri 1 ap 


Dart: 02-12-03 
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Southern Audit/EvaJuntkm Resource Center 



. .Master .Ass j gnm^ Numb cr: 2002^^7 _ 



{ M o t; i AI .1 i n £ o rr- ia t ion h e I ow wa s ah t a i n e d f r oti ■ f. h e Ch i e f: c f 
S t ^ £ i u-] J. e ss c; the rwi 3 s not ed - ) 

1 . S h o x" t: "■. y a .1: f. r S ep t e mbe r I ?l f t. h g r e wtt £ a d a 1 3. y roe; e t .1 r.t g 

at; 8:.>0 in the morning t.c> disouss the crittifr situation, 
T h c? pa r t i c i p a 21 1: 3 e b a ii g e d f i™ d <i y - t od a y . T h ;i. # 9 r o i.j p 
d i. sou s s ed SPA f s pr ess reiliiifis e a a 1 en^ w:i. t h nia ft y ot her 
topics. AT: the 8:30 am meeting, the Administrator fret 
t h s c. Oi _ j e for t: he p 1: t=j s s j: e .1. e. s ses, E PA d o e n o t u is e ?'l o r 
require an approval checklist or other signature 
authority prior to issuing a press release; this 
practice did not. c:hancje during the paist ■■ S^ptenxtj^r 1.1. 
period of developing and issuing prtfss releases, 

2 . E PA ' ^ e a r 1 y WTC p :r: o b 3 r e 1 e a iir & is w ft .1: e w r i 1 1 g n by 

oo^UiTi.i tt " (the Chief 01 St^ff could not reTneTTibttr 
tixcict.i.y when this method of: writing press releases ^a.y 
have; capert^d off: or cesased) . 

3. Many ^ourcetf provided in format io-'i fox the pre:^ 

r e 1 e a s en, i n r; I u d i ng E PA Re g i on. 2 o i: 1: i o i a 1 s a.]i d Mr , S a n'i 
Thernst rom (f?:om r ;.he Council oi"i ^nvi^onm^nt^I Q^slit:y r 
Executive- Office of the Pr^^ider-l. ) . I ^ forma ■: ion 
provided i;:cli-ded wording aiid se^teri^as to be :i.7-.o.l ud^d 
iv- fiPA'is p^ess releases and the iteltii^icn o£" wcrdi^g ^.-id 
se.nt en ee s i dr a f. t: pre s s r & 1 e s . 

4. The Council on E^viroii^i&ritcs]. Quality ■ CEQ) vj^s EPA' s 
oo-'idui !:: to "he Nat ion si Security Counc^.l NSC) and the 
priTin^ry mschaniam u^ed to write tha pre^s rel eLU'(^; by 
c ttinm i ^ 1:. e e - To h ym r know ]. e age f a 1 j. g o v e 1: n 1 ■ 1 e n t e 1 ^t. i t i e s 
d ^ a 1 1. w i t h t h e c i c^.n a .1 Sec u r i t y Co u ric A. 1 t: b .ro u g. h C 5? Q 
( y-, this w^^; goverruvient wid^ 1 ""}. V NSC was the final 

d & o j. is i. on (]\& ke r . " n T 1:' S a.Ti^ k e d i v.. , t h e n :i. t w a s i s f i 1.1 ed/ J 
The Chisf of. St^f.f understood that. Sena provided drafi.'. 
pi - er s s r e 1. 1=> ^ ss e s* t o t he r 9 o v e rn ri t n f f i o i a 3. s , bu t 
dosf-i nor;, know who these other gov^rT'iment officialfi 
we re. All of her c o ith^u^ i f 1 i o ^ ss re cj-ei .r d i i _ i 5 j. n c o r p o r & 1 1 
the views! of. the .NSC snd arjy ot; hears in EPA J s press 
releases were channeled through Sani TherrnBtrom in CUQ. 

, M b - H cG i nrL i s d i ci n o t. a pp r cv e «i y WT'C!: p .r e s 3 re 1 e a £ & £ .i n 
w:r i t i :"ig ^ ^ v r bit "■. ]. y . H o w e v s r , s h h i nd i c s t e d s !i e fi s 



Prtpaf er: Chri £ D ] ap 


Date: 02-12-03 


Rc. viewer: JRS 
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Southern Audit/Evaluation Resource Center "11 




Assignment Title ; Evaluation OJ EPA's Response To The WTC Ce>flapse | 


Master Assignment Numbtr: 2002 - j 



ke p t i ; £ o r tti e d a bo u t t h e c o t e n L a £ d raft pr e s & r G 3. e £ s e s 
to the extent that she knew what wjis in each press 
rsleiase before it weis released ind, .if: there was a 
significant: change after sh& ^aw a pressi; release, she 
expected the revised press release with the significant, 
e h ai'i 3 e wo u ]. d be s h o w n t o h g r be f: o re :i. t w a & re 1 e a # e c3 L 
When the prtrES release was OK , ^he said Ms. Krelsher 
would know tii at it OK arnS r&ady be issued, 

G. tfhen asked whether this arriiiiiq&rne^t amounted to r.acit 
approval of press releases, Lhe Chief of Pta^f 
i nd i c a t e d i& h d i d no t ay re e w i t h t h i & ch a r a c: t & r ■ i £ a t i o n 
of the process ui&ed to issv-.tt WTC pr^es releases 
""■ be e ll u s e f i n a i a pp rev a i c ame E i" orn t h e wh i t e H o use . 11 

7 . S ft e a o e f.s n o t r e line mbe r i r t h e A dm i. n i. s. t r a t o r s ft w a r- y 
WTC pr^sifs releases prior to their is^uanc^ . 

d . Th e Ch i. e £ c; f £ r: a .t : f w a s a s .k e d a bo t t. h e s a t e no n -: .i. n I h e 
p r e s ^ r e 1 e a s e- o n S t e it Lb e :r - J. B " 1 ■ t: h rj ■ : ■: lie & i r i i"i !l. o e i: 
Ma.rth a i;: t: ^ n s s a f t. o b r i=? ™ t. h e " f s e e w o r k p a p e r A I . ^ ]. , 
pat?R 10, ixem pai -Tiber , and Al . , pags i. 1 -) . The Chief 
o £ S t a f f ta' o.? a s k. e a w h g v. h. # r t h r k $ c &n c; e :::' t j iit bs: j u t t !'j e 
<iico^raoy o^: this fi".cit eiiieriL. . Her r^ccu I ^-ct ion watf- si^at: 
they "did ^ lot. o£ QC f qualify checking] on tha-:. 
s t a t eme nt , " 1 1 wa s supported . She £ is r t he r s t a t e d t h a t 
"peer review lat&r r:onf:'iriTied it , . , QC conf iriTied it." 
The Chief of Sk&fli: waci asked u-het;h(:;.r we could free tne 
datr-3? She indicated that she didn 1 r. have the dcir.a 
to ^jpport the pr^&s reieai^e^, She suggei&c.ed we 
contact I^s L Elaine Stanley's Office oT i^nvirorjmente]. 
inform t ion C OB I ) for the data. 

9. The Chief oi : Sts.fi" indicated that, whereas sv^ryone waf-i 
concerned about; ^:J^e quality of monitoring data, there 
vj e r e t w o d i f f r e n t v i. &*sp o i :\ t s n t e n e d t o p ub j. i c i z e 
Tnon.it or in^j results. One viewpoint was that moni tori 
resu]. t w should not be rele^.^ed unvii they had been 
qua j. i t y che eked . The o t h er vi e^o i.nt was t h 3 1 , unde x 
the eircuiT^tance^, they could not wait for normal 
quality checks, and th^t the air monitoring results 
should be: pub'J.:t.c;iKEd as soon £?s possible. SPA f s 
"eul tur e " is "qvial i ty 17 nou ^sptT^d f (T shv not ed . She 



Prepare r : Chris D u ti 1 ay.i 


Dale: 6 2d 2-03 | Reviewer: JR8 
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_ Master A^ifinm^it Nqffftjgri 2fJ02 - 00097(13 _____ 

"does not: Eh ink an enormous amount, of raw data would 
prove to be viseful . " EPA opted to follow thtt latter 
approach for the WTC press releases issued i:i Sept: embe y; 

I. Q- The Chief of: StaM" was a:*k.::?d whether (■ h H^y had 

considered putting qiifili £ i cat; ions in tht's press release::* 
and whether there was *resi stance" to putting in such 
qua! :i. ficat :i.o-n#? She replied that "she would not call 
i t re s i s t a n c e , " bu t w ou 1 d c all i i;: u o omp <ir. " i r g 
p r ■ i o r i t i. o & . " T s-jl-ss y r e a 1 m a y k " j ug 9 1 i n c r j. o r i t :i. e - " 
She Etated that "national security" and Opening Wall. 
Street" were the two major - c:ompeting priorities. 

II. The. Chief of Staff was asked whether she was familiar 

w i. t h a " ph :i. ]. o & op h y JJ t; ha t a 1 1 9 o ve r nn h?j r\ t e n t i ■ : i. e s u h o u 3 d 
^poa.k with o^tt voice:, and what ho;:: : 

a . a c <;: c> r 1 r ■ 9 1 y , i n K c i t;. rxi - t 1 on s-s f o r c ]. £ a n :i. r ^ g .:. n d 00 r 
mpaooiij i-rhould btv provided by New York City 
o££icia.ls only, and not Si? A officials; and 

b- information about the possible health effects ox. 
the collapse of. !::he World Trade Center should be 
provided by Ntew York City or tibials only, and not: 
EPA officials, 

Th e C h i e f £ S t a ii J: w a s s s k £■ d i f t. he A d rn i :i. s-s t r a t o r kn & w 
whether this philosophy had any i7npEC£. on the; con ten-;, 
of any of ERA'S p*:eEiis rele^es. The chief of Staff 
ktattid that sho wov;. Id not call th^e id^as a 
philosophy, but "she would think it. was njoro thft 
re^ponttibl 1 ity of the City" of Hew York r.o provido 
guidance to Ntiw Yorkers. According r.o ?::he Chief, of 
Staff, r.here was v recogni t ion" within EPA thai: the City 
had r&^poi^ibil i.ti.^^ to address s New Yarter^. 

When flaked whether thisrs any agreement or 

understanding that. EPA wouid not d:i sscui^a possible 
health effects or provide indoor cleaning instructions 
in EPA press! releases, uhe Chief of Staff replied that 
she did not rtt-^iiber anyo.iti saying we could r-ot do 
either . 
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12 . T h s C h i s f o f S t. a f f: w a g s ho wn t w o t £ t +s n t ^ i;. h a ■;. w e r e 
deleted frovn the draff, v^ri^ton of the Sopt^ber IS' 11 

a. u - . . recenr. E=iampls£i of dust gathered by OS HA on 
Warier Purest show higher leveln of asbestos in EPA 
iiesUH ■ " 

b, "The concern raided by tbe^e Eample-'s would be for 
the. worke:^ at. the cleanup i&it-tt and for cho&e 

wo r .r: ft wft o ml q h t b a r e I: u r n i ;:i g t o t. htt i r o JE ii 3. c ^ s o n 
or near Vfeter Street or:. Monday f September 17, 
2 001 , " 

She wa^ a^ked did she recall any diaoui-isiori shout', 
dole: ting the.se senteric&s , Shea replied that, uh.e doe^ nou 
remember the del st. ions or any discissions about, them, 
Sur; n-.be £u:^:.he:r ted that tth^ distinctly recalled 
they aluayis captioned th^i woT.'fcerw ai:: ground ze^'o ii.hati 
they should take pre? emit. iona and should wear nvi^ktt . 

1 3 . Th e C I'j i e f o f S t: a f £ w as a s k e d ft bou t h s r c: o n t a o t w i E: h 
M x' . ro e s C onn ft u g h t. o n t C b a i r ti'i sn of. h s Co u n c: i 1 on 
£ n v i r oTiuie rs t a .1 Q u a 1 i t y , D i. d M r , Co nr\R ug h t o r i p v .1. d & 
in format ion to h&r or thci Administrator that: became 
p a r r_ o f a n E PA p r e s s r e 1 e a s £ ? T'h e Cli .i. e i o i : £ t. £ £ 
replied i-httt he had not. 

1.41 . The Chie-r of St^ff was further a^k.ed whei::hi:?r she or 
':he Admii ni stirs t or had provided information to 
M j: 1 - Co r i n ^ ^ g li t o n t ]'i s t. h e c & ni^i p a n: - r. o f ■ El ' s p r s s s 
r - e 1 e <a ses t h r o u q h Mx\ C or - n a u g J'j t on r s c o n t. a c t v.' i ^ h h i si 
subordinate, Mr. Keith Thsmstrom'? The Chief of: Staff 
i; 1 e p 1 i e d t }■ a t t h s y hfi d c< t . 

IS, The C'hieS oi: Stafi: ^.ndicated Uiar_ her oonr.aots vjith 
M r ■ . Co nr j a ug h t o n d a 1 1 en 1 ?tlo :£ t:. e x c H 1 u s "\ ve 1 y 1 v^v i t h 1 3'i e 
working relationship between his subordinate, Mr. Sa!Ts 
T'h e n z ?:orr\ i a x ■ d !4 ^ , T i n a K e .1 ^ h s? r , t b e i o i: ^e r A s s o c i a t s 
.^dninistrator of EPA r s Office of ComiinuTjic^t ions , 
Sdi.ifi.aV. ;i on , and FViedia Relations, the predeeessoi:: to 
S PA r s o u r r e.Ti t O f f i c e o f P u b 1 i. c: A dm :i n i ^ t ra t. i o-t'i 
' IA 3 . K r e i s ]-i e r wci s t. i _ i & o f f i c i a i ho i « s 1 ^ & d S j^A r s TC 
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pre&£ releases] . Th^ Chief: of Staff indicated i:he 
\; e 3. ft £ i o tjl ft h i f :■ b e t w e e n M r , Th e r r.i & t r. o m 3 ^ d M & . Kj: e i a h e r 
hcid been strained and that, tihe [a he chief] had .risked 
Kr , Coima^ghton to get Mr, Them.strom to "lighten up-" 
[Since the Chief approved this paragraph, the Auditor 
l". 1 erred:; ec) the £irttt n#vr-e in the tiihove sentence from 
^Connaugbtoi'^' to ^Ther^trom" arid added ^Jie two words 
i n bracket s . 1 

lei. The Chief;' of Staff indicated that: discussions about, the 
pre#$ releases had soi^et i sines beco™ quiite) heated 
( ^crtt&ming telephone cal li*" ) - She further stated that 
t. he re w a s 11 g i v£ ft r i d ■; a k e; " o n a 1 1 s i t^s. Th e. Au d .1 t o r 
asked whether Mr, Thernst roT-i had ever yielded or; an 
issiue - The Chief of star, i stace.d t.hat he h.^d yielded 
6 u r i ft e v r-a 1 t e 1 e p h or> e. c o ri f e r e n c e c & I S © - T h e A u d i c o r 
replied that h<& had not been -able to !i ocate any 
indication that Nr. Ther nstrom had ever yielded on dmy 
isEue. The Auditor advised i:he Chief of Staff that it 
a pp e a ?; e w h e n Mr . Th e r n # r o its a s k e d t h £ t: a w o r ;i f ph r a s e , 
ex 1 ^en^er-oe be deleted i;?:om a draft press release, .it 
d *?: 1 ^ n. e d . A i , w he ^ K r- - 1 = 1 h e r n s ! ;: r ou'i &atke. d t Vi a t a 
sp e c i i : . A c: vo r d r p h :ra se, o r ' e n t e ri c b t : ; a d d e :^ t o a d r a f t: 
pr ess re I. e a s e f i t was add ed . Th e And i t c, i: & s k^d wh-.e? ;:h e r 
t he Ch i e f. o r: Staff c: ou i. d i d g n t i f y ^ l n i s s u e on > - h i c h M r . 
T J^] e t ri ^ tv. ^' o i/i h a d y i e 1 d e d . 3 h e r 2 i e d t j _ j a ^: it !t a d b <■ : e ii ;^ 
long tis'i^i &:i.nee: the ! ;i:rr^or.i.fiit atr^ek a.nd -^he could not 
recall a specific issue off hand. The: Auditor c^sked if 
shs could please let. him know if she later re?cailod 
■;v u c h a n x.a ?T?p 1 e , S h ^; i nd i c: a t e d t h s i;: s e w ou Id do so. 

j,7. The Chief of. Staff read the following stflteTneiit ; 

^EPA's presss rttlea^e c?n So;pteaber 1.6, 2001 stated: New 
OSHA d a t: a a 1 si o i i'J d i o a t e ^ t h a t i n d o or a i r qu a 1 i t y 1 rt 
d o w n t o w rj bu :i. 1 ci n g s w j. 1 J. rrw-? e t s t a n d a r d ^ " [ ^ e e wor ]tp oip e i- 
Al L al, page 7, iteiri j^; also Al r &2 f pi»ge 5). The. Chief 
of: Staff was ;ui formed that OSKA officials have not betrj 
^bie to identify the inf ornnat ion for us but L.hey h^ve 
indicated none of their sampling that was analyzed 
b e f o x: e s e p 1 1-^ rob t r ■ 1 7 w a s d o n e i ndoo £ L s r 1 i n r e s i d e ?3. c i a 1 
spa ce s { i^ee workpape ?;■ Bl e , p^g e 4 , i terri 1 Gi ) , D i til t; h e 
Chief of £t^f:i' know what OSllA data, or any other d^ta, 
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support the shove statement from FFA's prEftS release on 
September 16 tf -? 

The C?hief of Staff did not recall any discussions about 
the* quoted s t a t ernent or the extent of ^ny supporting 
evidence thcii;. may have been considered. (The Chief of 
Staff; a s-ik Ed whether statement wasi writters by Mr, 

Th&rnstrom and \*&& told that it written by Mr. 

TharnstroTii and wa& added to EPA r 9/IS/01 p-jn?^ 
release.) [no problem- sl s *5 work paper h~3h, prj 9 - Diuylap i>--l]*0^; 



is. The Ch:U?£ oi: Si:, a if: was edvi^ed that Mr, Tb^Ti Strom had 
<5 x.p- m v & o: d h i s o p :i. \:\ i on i n w r i t :i. n g t. h a t pu 1 t i ng 
monitoring data on the? wtv.b without analysis was no*: 
constructive. The Chief o£' Staff was also advised Lh&t 
at least one EPA office had prepared a website which 
contained cautionary inf orrrat ion , but thlft website was 
n v e r a c t :i v a t e d ( s: e e w o a: k pap e r A3 b X i . D i d L h e Ch i. e f . o f 
Sx:a£"f kjncw why this we b is it. e waw not. activated arid 
whether . Tbernstrom' s position had an impact, on Zhe 
decision not to activate the website? The Chief of 
Staff bad no recollections o-i th:itt subject . 

1 Si . The C h i. e f of St a f f w a s a s k c d w h o t h e j: t h e r e wa & * a n 

information black out" at any point in time (whether 
there was a decision, to withhold information for any 
n u mb e x- o 1' p a & :i. b ]. e c o n ft t r u c t i v ^ r ^ a s on ft J ? T h e Ch i e f o 1: 
Staff replied "no/ 1 She stated that "it was thi:: 
opposite." They we re trying to get information ouC; as 
quickly as possible. 

2D, When told that the Auditor had not located anyone in 
3 PA who 11 c 1 a i tttt d Own e k 1 $ h ;i. p of EPA ' e early W TC pr e s s 
releases", the Chief of Staff asked whether Ms, 
Kreisber had claimed ownership? The Auditor replied 
thst Ms* . Kr^i^her stated specifically that "she did not 
cl&i.-m ownership of EPA J s early WTC press release s" 
{Ma Xxe^b^r had lit. era lily waid " . . , U;he] did not 
feel like it was , , , (her] prttss .release'' -■ wee 
workpaper A2a, page 7, it err, I?'?) . The Auditor ask^d -"he 
Chief of S^aff: ^ Would you be able to claim ownership 
of ET'A's early press releciwe^- corjc^rnin^ -;h^ World 
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replied, ^no . " She said thfttj in 
h t? r c; p J. n i o n f yi - t V) s o w e r h i p tfsi ft ;j o i n t own e r s h i p be t we 17 n 
£FA -r;d the White HouiSts." 



21 . The Chief of Staff was asked to disc the 

Admi n i s t. r a t or 1 s s t a Lenient, t ha t 1 eg i a I t ion i 3 needed t o 
clarify i ndoor a i r re spans i bi .1 i t i e.s . The Chi f o £' 
Sta£f wa^ asked, to pi ease detail, what the Administrator 
Ehinhss needs to be done in this urea, Are authorities 
under CiSRCLA/BAKA not. sufficient? The Chief of Staff 
indies t^d that she was not an «ut'.horit'.y or* £he law# or 
regul^ 1 ions that address these quest ions , HEir 
recollection is thftt the star.f told the Ad-rriini s trn tor 
that she needed additional authority to address the 
:i. ndoor problems caused by the terrorist, attack'.. Her 
recollection is that the statute ft an* not. clear or- 
EPA' s indoor air responsibi 1 i t ies t 

3. 2 , Th e Ch :i f o 1: S t £ f £ wa s a £ k: e d t o p 1 a s e d i s c u & & t h e 

del iberat ions and resulting decisions on whether the 
I\) 5 1 i on a ]. Q o -\ l i ft n c y P 1 a n s h o u .1. d b e i mp 1 e m e n ted. £ h n 
stated that tha possibility oi declaring the lower 
M«7ihat.t.;-in Era a around the WTC ci £up*?rrund ^ite w&s 
discussed but she does not recall the dot^ils of tb-st. 
di s cuss ion . 

2 : J . 7 he C h i e f o i £ t. a f. £ w a s r e a d t h e. :;. o 1 .1 o w i n g cjus # v i on : 
"When drafting the press releases in Septttaibeir , vhtft 
d a t c a w a $ rev i e w e d b i:- f. ! ; i d e S P A ' s d a 1: a ? £ p e c i f i o a 1 1 y ^ d i d 
EPA officials consider Tnonitoriny data from OE^A, 
"onP:d f New York City fl ? 

The Ch:i.e£ ot St a if stated that she r^mevrtbers a lot: of 
data being discussed, but it hss been ovevr fifteen 
rnonr.hs and she do^e? not recall the source ci the dat^ 
or vhat sp^ciiiic data n^ay have been .relied upon in 
w.r 1 1. ing a pre ^ i-i ;te 1 ^a =ie . Her s t r ongs s t " re coll e ct. i ox*- 
about the data was ^:he fact that, there? v^as? an e-'iornious 
amount of data and ths?y wers all trying to figure out 
how th^y could handle it. 

2 -3 . Th e CT h i e f o f 3 1 a f f w a i;> r e s d t b e f. : ]. 'I ov; i rj 9 q-o e ^ t i on : 

^Were the 1 iin j, t at i ona in the c^betto^ T-iethodi^ and the 
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health btirichTn^rks for asbestos discussed when !:.he press 
releasRs vers being drafted?" 

The Chief of Staff indicftt&d iiujch- discussions w^r£ 
held, but;, she doe is not recall anything about these 

2B, The Chief of Staff was read the following quest ion: 

"Was the lack, of particulate matter air monitori.^y data 
neer the .site discussed aft the presss releases were 
being drafted?" 

The Chief of- Sti-ift indicated she does not recall any 
spe? c- 1 f i c d i s t::us s i on s about, pa j: t i cu 1 a t e ma t e r - 

2 & . Hi C h i e f o f i 3 v. a f f w a ;s r e a a t h e £ o 1 1 ow i jig q u e a t i □ n ; 
11 On September lli !:!l there, was a bulk dust reading of 

4 . a rid 1 3 o f t In e 2 9 b u 1 k d u & t $ a tvip 1 e & u a k e n on 

5 op v e rib e r .1. 5 1 h c c- ?:i t a i m d i ■ io r e t h a n I p ^ r c e n t a s b e s t o a 
( t h s i n f o r ma t i o n s k ■ ; o wr; or: E e p t: e mbe r 1 G 1 !l ) . By 

£ e p t c? ?T"b e r 1 B " h t h e r e w 1 e r e t w o m e a s ■ .1 r e =ti e n t. s a bo v e t h ^ 
A>JERA standard, Were these measurements considered 
when t he Sep: t eirJbe r 1 £ lr: pr ess re lea se wa a dr a f t ed ? ° 

Tl'u: Chief of Staff does not recall, any specific 
discussions about the^e fiyurtt£ r 

27, According to M- £ .? - McGinn .is , EFA tocused its efforts or- 
ou t d o o r a i i- . Q us 1 1 1 y a s & u ;:a n e ft c he c k # f" o tx f i r me d t: It a t 
EFA's assurances about outdoor air were correct. The 
Chief of Staff further stated: '"-Over time, we saw Ch^t 
New York Cit:y was riot prepared to handle all the issues 
related to indoor air and offered to support "he-n. ff 

2 8 . Ask e d a bcu t h & 1 o n g ^ a p i r\ E PA p s s s x.' e 1 e a :s t J : a £ rom 

early Oi^t^ber 2001. to December 3001, the Chief of Staff 
indicated that a& i nf orTiat ion was pia^ed on SPA'S 
web ^ i I e , t he r o w a ^ less ne e d t p u i r ^ f o mi s t ion i n 
EPA's press real eases #nd r therefore , fewer prei:?^ 
releases were issued. 
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The Chief of Staff indicated shfr did ^01:: have? &.i.iy 
d c c u rtit?. z'j t a t i on a n y k i 12 d c on c e r n i n g t h e i\ T T C pre ft 3 

I"-G:l E&fittft , 



30. When asked aboiit. 'lessons learned," t;b^ Chief of; Staff 
stated that the 11 White rJo^se was correct to take a 
c^oord ina t j.n<;; role.- 11 " She further stated that it wss 
very d i f :': ici! t to collect, th^ tiat^ so they could "spe.a.k 
to i V. ;'j or j e v o ice. " Da t a w a s b e ;L n^ 00 1 1 e c t e d by d i f f " e. r e n t 
e n t. i t. i k s i n d .i. £ f e r t'j t 1" o 3: -rii, £ j: , 1 n I h e f u t ^ , we n e e d t o 
plan ahead go that information i& collected in a (uanriesr 
that it can be readily processed. She. cited an exarcipl rj: 
in Pennsylvania where data collectors had all used the 
e a me h a rid - he 1 d & a t ft r e c o r d e r . 



>iqned 



Date 



E\'.l eeri M i rin i # f 



ne 



Of 



EPA 



Preparer: Chn s D i!n Jup^ | D a T.e : 02 d 2 - 03 
Fi.l ermine: 



Reviewer: JR£ 
Index No. 



Date: 
Page 1 of : -!■ 



Southern AutHtffi>ahifltion Resource Center 
Assifeq^ T» The WTC Coflapse 



Attachment L f Page 1 o£ 2 

Questions Provided To 
Chift£ of Staff: McGiiraira 



Topic a f or c?-^ k si q n ^ We dn e a day , ,13&,cs^er iiA lj^ 



1, Please discuss yo-jr role in the preparation oil tbtf f;'irst S 
p re s s r e :] e a a e o ji h T T C f t h r o u g h Oc t , 3, 2 001}. 

2. Pleai-^ di&cuGitt the? review and approval proce?.ss used to 
evsluflts the YJordiing of these first CI press releases be Sere they 
w^re issued . 

:?= . Please d.is^u^ thfj inf or -nation and data you used to review 
£ a p p r c ve p r e s s r a 1 e. a s »? s f a n d wb ere t . h i s d a t a may be ob t a i. r l e d . 

4 . Pka^^ discuss whether char-get:;: w^re at a do i:.o drafted prs#E 
j: e 1 e ases b y , or w a r rs u 1 1. o £ , c o rri?nu ^ i e a t i o:? a o r ' i npu t r otyi 
o'..; t s i ds? part i , and i £ &o , why . 

5 , P 1 e a d i .v- c vi s s h ow you r r o lft a n d / o i: h e p r o c e $ s of r e v i e w ?" r.; g 
and approving early press relea^^ may have- changed ever time, 

p«i r t: ou 1 a r .1 y & s i t re 1 & t es t o t he pre s s re I ea r?es i s sued £ r Ott Oo t . 
4i to the er'-d of DftcjeT-ib^r , 2 00.1, and for ths pres?.-. j:el^a&es issued 
in 2002 . 

6. Please discuss the role, of the /idrr-irj?" strat or in r.he 

prttpara t ion, review, a rod approval o£ ^he first 6 par^tfE releases. 

^o v. h e f ^. ^- s t: -s ^ ■ r e s w r e I si m sejii, p I e ass d :i. ^ c ' j s ^ h o w 1 1-^ e 
deoT.i :i. ori was made to delete (or not include) information on (a} 
p o r. e ]^ t. i. a 1 1"; e ;U 3. l h e i : i' e e t s f r o Tin expo s u .r e t. i:s V< T C p o 1 ]. \) t a n t. f 
c on c: ^ rr\ , a ri d { b ) i:: ]. e a r\ i ng :i. rj s? L :. r-w c t i on s f o i- r: e s i d^i n t s r w e r k e r ^ f 



| Prepare-r: Chris Dunlsp 


Dat«: 0242-03 . Review Err : ./AS 


Dale: o?~}i-ltt 


Filename: 


Index No. Pugc^ 11 of ■ 



Southern AutlU/E valuation Resource Outer 

■— ' u-ummmmmm-m j-fcj-mn.i 1 J "" "M^^AU^ -'- - ' . . I ■ rr> 

lrinMim rnrr. iii iiimivmi ii 1 i i iniiin iii n iii iumi mn n i l n n i n n muwi n n n n n n n n mn i i I m 



^Ags^flmcnt TUk; E^uari^OfEPA^ Respond To L Tfae ^X Q^jajgSg 

M a si er _ Assi^num en I N h mhvr : 20O2 - 0000702 



A-tt&cJtaten-t 1, Page 2 ot 2 

Questions Provided To 
Chief of Staff McGinnis 



a _ p'le a # e- p r o v i d e c op i e $ o i { o r t lu 1. a c o s s t o ) ^n y a v\ d £ 1 1 
<s 1 e o t. r oi:.i i c o r h a r d c op y t. r a n s mi s s i o n.s o f. d « f. a, a n a 1 y s £ s of da t a , 
or sumTnari.es oi\ dsta related to air quality in the WTC and 
surrounding area, including faxtvfl r en-mails, Tnai.l f messenger ed , or 
<: > t: h e r d o cu me ts f:r o m E PA R s-?g" i or- 2 f Ef 3 i s o n , h 1 J , o r a.T'j y o t h s r El PA 
off ices f whet he- r uwed to Guppojc'l:: l.htH f irsst 6 prei-^- relEsassEE or 
not; . 

5. Please o:i.scu.f,is t.he Adivd n i st. -.'tV^or 1 sis ^taCe^iefU. T.t-cU: legislation 
i & n reeled t o c 1 a r i f y i ndoor « i r r e spoils i bi 1 i t i <a s . PI eas e d e ! :. « i. .1. 
tfhat the AdTTil^i^tr^.tor thinks need.s t:o bc± done in Lhis ar-i?a, 
Ar g- u t h o r i t i s ur id e r C C LA / SARA n o s u f f i c. i s n i: ? 

]. 0, Pleads cj.i kcuhk r:he ^elib^vft^.iontt and re^uli:. ir-g decittit.-ns o^: 
whether the N^t:ional Cont. i^'-gei'-cy Plan should be .ifnp3.enent.ed - 

11. Please discuss wh&ther information was withheld £rorr. the 
public during the £ i x'. £ .3 M few week.f^ aT/ter September 3.1, and if so, 
why? 
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Claudia Wlohflurrffy To: Tina Krsisher/PC/U PA/US® EPA, Jou 

Manyak/DCyuSEPA/US@ELPA, Sketfanie Bell/DC/USEPAyUS^EPA 

Oy.'H/Dl 09: 1 5 AM 

Subfoit: DEAR Special nepnrt update - Tgrrorisrl Incident 
Afisume you havfl this, butt }u$t in esse, CMcM. 

----- Ftirwardftd by Claudia Mc Murray/DC. 'USE PA/US on 09/14/01 09:12 AM — 

RAariarine Horinko Tn; Claudia hflchAuri-ay/PCAJSEPA/USfcjEiEPA, Eileen 

Oft/14/01 OS'35 AM M c G ™ C /U st " p A/U S @ F;P A ' S u * 9ri S 1 Wl ^ DC /U P/va J s @ EPA 

Subject: DERR Special FLofrtKi update #6 * Tgrrmist Jpclct^nl 

fyi 

Marianne Lannunl Horinko 
Program Advisor 

Office? <;if Solid Wasie and Emergency Response 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Mail Cude 5101 

12DD Ariel Rios Building 

Washington, DC 20460 

(202? 260-4610 

(202) 260-3527 

hxwcKriec! by Marianne HDrrnko/DC /US EPA/US on 09/ 1*1/01 0B;33 AM 



Citihy Stanton To 



Oil/ 13/01 06:0ft PM cc: 



OtRft Special T^rn^ 

OF.RA Eps-cml Rftport update - Terrorist Incid&n* 



OERR Special Report 
Major Terrorist Incident 
Wfultipie Airplane Hijackings and Crashes 
into Public and Government Buildings 
New York and Arlington, VA 

Thursday, September 13, 2001 
5:45 PM 
Update #6 

* This special Teport updates previous 0E"RR Special Reports on Tuesday's terrorist incidents 
invoking rhe World Trddp Center ]WTC) in Nfcw York City and the Pentagon in Arlington, VA. 

" EPA Regions 2 and 3 berth continue! supporting FEMA in responding to ttitf catastrophes in 

New York anri Virginia. 

Region 2 



7 



* EFA Region 2 has now r.:n-ISecied ovsr 20 dust ssmplfis and 10 stir samples. Only one dust 
soimpte showed any Eisbpsios at levels of concern; all others indicated thst asbestos concenirpti'nns 
we bciow (iny level of concern, Howevtf, asbestos reiated ?o the building debris cominues to be a 
concern, espEcia^y as f ; BI cigenls and search and rescue personnel siti debris fiom the do I lapse in 

□ frsrchiny ftK evidence and casusi^es. 

" E.PA Region 2 snrj HQ h^ve been in contact wrih the White House Council on Environmental 

Quality (CEQ} regarding health issues rslatGd to the indoor and outdoor air quality at financial 
buildings in the destruction area. At CttCTs request, E'.PA Region 2 is coordinating- oti-a 
o-ise-by'Castt basis with these companies to assist them in obtaining information needed tcr return 
business. 

* EPA Region 1 P as EPA Region 2.'s back-up Region, is tending On-Scene Coordinators <OSCs) 
TO support Region 2 beginning tomorrow. EPA Region S will also send additional personnel 
beginning this coming Monday. 

* EPA Region 2 and OSHA Region 2 art closely coordinating regarding wfjrk&t health issues. 
EPA and OSHA have tioordinaied in planning air monitoring efforts in the arfta of the World Trade 
Csnx&r. Under OSHA regulations, in the Slate of New York, OSHA is responsible -for Federal 

w rmp I o y b b s , New York law establishes State authority over Health and Stff&ty iHSSl issues for Stale 
and Chy employees, and EPA has authority over H&S issues for volunteers. All agencies are 
coordinating at ^he regional level to enfl outage eifft&tivG protection of workers during the response 
to diisi tragedy. OSHA Region 2 is currently planning to provide iit-testing and training for over 20D 
FR5 agents as soon as respirators arrrv-e, 

* i;PA fte-gion 2 i& coordinating with the Army Corps of Engineers regarding tb? 
environmentally &£jft A disposal c>1 debris frc-n^i t^ft World Tr^itfe. Center. 

Region 3 

11 EPA Region 3 continues to maintain an on^site presence at the Pentagon and has- planned 
and inhaled an acirve air monitoring and sampJing effort m the ?jr&a. Results of initial sampling are 
?:xp(j!ClEd in three to four days. EPA continues to coordinate with the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and the D.C. Depan mem of Health/Environmental Health Administration regarding air monitoring 
and detection of jjny off -site public health or enwortrntmal concerns, Seiarch efforts in the area cif 
the Pentagon have bfsen severely limited by structural integrity concerns, thereby requiring mote 
limited eltorts by EPA Regional personnel 

15 EPA Region 3 has bRRn in contact with their back-up Region, EPA Region A t to tftscusa their 

poienual nee^ ior support as the response continues. Although suppers is not currently ne&dad, 
fiction 4 iff on stand-by. 
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M c M u rMy/ D C /U££ P A/U S@ ETP A , Su itf n 

^pencer/L^C/U^EiPft/UK^SPA, Tina K r e Lib rt / D C/U $ A A J P A 
Subject: Update: oh the Terrorism incident RfiSt>on£fi 

Note Hddrtir>n£ re water main bissiks cmd water quality sampling. I tjxp^ci tbey will report more 
O'eiflilS 2:00. 

Mariarvifl L.gmpnt Honr^o 
Proprfjm Advisor 

O+fice bi Solid Waste anci Emergency Response 
U.S. Environmental Protect ittn Agency 

Mail Code 5 101 _,. 
1 200 Ariel REos Building 
Washington, DC 20460 
(202) 250-461 
(202) 260-3527 

Forwarder! by Marianne Horinkn/DCAJ SEP A/US on 09; 14/01 12:01 PM 

Colby Stanton To: OERR Specif I Temp 

09/14/01 H:52 AM ^ L , cx: M , ■ , ^ * 

Subject: UpdcMOM 1.h# Ttfnnhsnn Incmenl Hr-jsponsfi 

OERR Special Report 

Major Terrorist Incident 
JVhsStipJe Airplane Hijackings and Crashes 
snto Public and Government Buildings 
New York asid Arlington, VA 

Friday, September 14, 2001 
11:30 AM 
Update #7 

* This sp trial report updates previous OERR Special Reports on Tuesday's terrorist incidents 
in voting the World Trade Center (WTC) in Mew York City and the Pentagon in Arlington, VA. 

EPA Regions 2 and 3 bo* continue supporting FEMA in responding Id the cat* strophes in >few 
York and Virgin j&- 

EPA Regies 2 pfcrstmnd continue to bfc so- located with FFMA at all their Region 2 locations. 
EJPA Regii'Ji) 2/Emtfrgency Support Function (BSF) SHI has now been issued S3 million in Mission 
Assignments fMAs) from FFMA io continue ais- monitoring and clean-up tfTostis following the incident. 
FPA"f. pj'imary resptmse focus curreully include^ commutd air monitoring bxwi fjampling, a s well as dust 
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dimpling, for asteios; "water qualiry nHmtorinp during lodriy's rains^ debris transport mo Quiring; and 
facilitating return of business to the Financial District, 

To date, a)) perimeter outdoor air monitoring and sampling results have: shown no contaminant 
levels of concern. Howtfvcr h the Region plans additional sampling and monitoring today, trying to gej 
cicistT ui ihe actual impact fttmc (i.e., "Ground-Zero' 1 ). EPA's Envirortfneriial Response Team (ERT) is 
bringing their Tr ace Atmospheric Gas Analyzer (TAG A} bus into Manhattan today to speed analysis of 
samples col Ice led within the area of the World Trade Center. 

Asbestos related to ihc- building debris continues to "be a concern, especially as FBI agents and 
search and rescue personnel sift debris from Ihe collapse in searching for evidence and casualties. EPA 
and OSHA's Region 2 offices continue to coordinate, and arc pleased to report that rtsp^nder use of 
personal protective equipment is mcieasmg. EPA Region 2 continues to monitor de£ris : transportation to 
the Frflshkills Landfill, 

EPA Region 2. and HQ continue to coordinate with the White House Council oh l-nvirDnmental 
Quality (CEQ) regarding health issues r dated to the indoor and outdoor air quality at. financial buildings 
in the destruction area. At CEQ's request, SPA Region 2 is coordinating on a ease -hy- case hasis vrith 
these companies to assist thc^ni m obtaining information needed to return to business. Yesterday's efforts 
were flowed by gas leaks m the arca h which aye being addressed by New York City md CmnEd- It is 
expected that efforts to get financial busme^ses access to a]] locations will take snmc time-, with ^'ork 
continuing throughout the weekend, U.S. Coast Guard (IJSCG) Atlantic Strike Team personnel are 
assisting Region 2 in this tffnri. 

USCG Activities New York" will be assisting EPA. Rejjum 2 in monitoring; the impacts, if any, of 
today's ramsiorms cm water qua lit]'. However, most of the. rainflow is expected to be handled by the 
City's waste, water treatment facility, since there will be imly United sewage in the com bin cd sewer 
system. In addition, although numerous water main breaks have resulted from the incident, they are not 
expected l{] result in environmental impacts. These breaks are not yet the focus of emergency response 
efforts. 

T"he U.S. Department of Defmse {DOD)/U.S. Air Force Surgeon Gtmeral Office's 
Environmental and Occupations 1 Health personnel have; offered technical support to EPA Region 2 in the 
form of engineers, environmental technicians (e.g., sampling: persnnne]}, and equipment if needed. Five 
DOD representatives are expected to arrive in Region son late?' today to discuss Region 2's ntxds, as' 
well as potential DOD staff support needs. Up to 56 DOD staffers are available if ntseded. 

.Region 3 



EPA Region 3 continues to staff the FEW A Region 5 "ROC, which has moved back to 
Philadelphia fcnd shifted to 1 2-hour v'7 -day operations. EPA is also staffing the Environmental Response 
Team -Advance Element (ERT-A), winch is today transitioning into a Disaster Field Office (DFO) iw 
Arlington, Virginia, EPA Region 3 also continues to maintain an on-site presence at the F^ntsgon. 

EPA Rt^ion 3 OSCs and A.ir inspectors have pjjtnncd and initiated an rsnive air monitoring and 
sampling effort in the area, coordinating with Virginias Department of Environment! Quality (DBQ) 
ana Washington, D.C's Department of Jkaltb/EnvironmtnUl Health Administration. All initial re suits 
indicate that little wix pollution impact has resulted from the in indent. 



EPA Region 3 continue* ia coordinate: with DOD, who hus the lead for the Pentagon response 
effort, to ensure that indoor and outdoor monuorm^ imc! sampling is conducted m a coordinated manner. 
EPA has taken sn-vtnJ debris/soil and air samples fen analysis to detect any potential off-site impacts, but 
DOD is expected to continue additional, broad tr analysis to detect any potential on-site impacts. 

HQ 

EPA HQ continues; staffing FBI HQ's Strategic Intelligence Operations Center (SIOQ, FEMA's 
Enrittirgency Support" 7 earn (EST), and the EPA HQ EOC on a 24-hour basis until further notice;. 

OERR said the Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention Office {CEPPO) will continue 
mtmimring the situation; the Administrator's conference call is scheduled for 2iO0 Ffcl EDT, while a ■ 
.National Incident Coordination Team (NICT) meeting is scheduled for 3:30 PM EDT(N1CT rnetrting to 
be Incited in the EPA HQ EOC). Please contact the OERR HOC desk at 202-564**707 with any 
questions. 



